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Sosiwct and brother ordered held 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Yitzhak Rabin's confessed assassin told a 
judge Monday he made a “coJdhcaned" decision to kill Mr. Rabin 
td' Stop the peace process. Police were investigating if he and his 
brother were parr of a right-wing conspiracy. Magistrate Dan 
Aibet ordered Yigal Amir held for 15 days as the investigation 
cootmoed (fee page 12). His brother Hagai, who admitted giving 
rflgrf 20 ballets of the type used to shoot Mr. Rabin, will be held 
for sewn days. Hagai, 27, said at a separate hearing that Yigal had 
hasfcod him Several times whom he should kiU to stop the Middle 
1 'East peace process. He said Yigal bad also reported to him his two 
aborted plans to assassinate Mr. Rabin. Hagai also admitted that 
be had modified 20 9-nun bullets to make them more accurate, by 
boring holes in them to insert iron pellets, and had given to 
bis brother. One of the bullets removed bom Mr. Rabin's body 
was of that modified type, Israel Radio quoted police as saying. 
Bui Hagai denied knowing that his brother planned to kifl Mr. 
Rabin on Saturday night and said he had not known the bullets 
were intended for murder. 
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Palestinian elections on schedule 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israel’s acting Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres told French President Jacques Chirac on Monday 
that elections in Palestinian autonomous territories would take 
place as scheduled in January, aides of Mr. Chirac said. They said 
Mr. Chirac had a 50-minuie meeting with Mr. Peres after the 
funeral of slain Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. “The prime 
minister indicated the elections in the territories would go ahead at 
the scheduled date of Jan. 20,” one aide said. They quoted Mr. 
Peres as saying he hoped redeployment of Israeli troops in the 
occupied territories would be completed by the year-end despite a 
heavy schedule. They said Mr. Chirac, who was the first foreign 
head of state to meet Mr. Peres after the funeral, voiced his 
conviction that Israel would pursue the peace process. The two 
leaders discussed various aspects of the peace process, including 
with Syria and Lebanon, and the forthcoming Barcelona confer- 
ence in the Mediterranean. The aides said Mr. Chirac described 
the conference as a major opportunity for peace for all Mediterra- 
nean countries. 
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World bids farewell to Yitzhak Rabin 

Slain Israeli leader laid to rest after emotional eulogies in West Jerusalem 

King reaffirms 
pledge to stay 
course of peace 


Combined agency dispatches 
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TO THE WAIL of sirens and 
eulogies by world leaders, 
Israel on Monday buried its 
slain Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rater, assassinated by a fel- 
low Jew who opposed his 
peace with Palestinians. 

Soldiers and statesmen 
sobbed as mourners ranging 
from U.S. President Bill 
Qintoa to Mr. Rabin's gand- 
daughter praised the prime 
minister who died for Middle 
East peace. 

Mr. Clinton, King Hussein 
and Egyptian President Hos- 
m Mubarak said the greatest 
memorial for Mr. Rabin 
would be to continue his 
drive to end half a century of 
Arab-Israeli fighting. 

The whole of Israel stood 
in silent tribute for two mi- 
nutes when sirens that each 
year commemorate the Nazi 
holocaust marked the start of 
tiie two-hour-long funeral on 
a Jerusalem hilltop. Seven 
soldiers fired three volleys 
over the grave of the former 
army commander to conclude 
the emotional ceremony. 

Some 4.500 mourners 
stood beneath the pines and 
cypresses of Mount Herzl 
national cemetery where Mr. 
Rabin, hit by two bullets at a 
Tel Aviv peace rally on 
Saturday nigttt, was laid to 
rest. Only a small grodgp of 
relatives and dignitaries were 
allowed to the graveside 
where they put earth onto the 
flag-draped coffin. 

Tens of thousands of 
Israelis stunned that a fellow 
Jew had broken a taboo on 
spilling Jewish blood, had fol- 
lowed the cortege to the 
cemetery. 

“Today my fellow citizens 
of the world I ask all of you to 
take ajgood, hard look at this 
picture,” said Mr. Qincon, 
wearing a black Jewish skull- 
cap. 

“Look at the leaders from 
all over the Middle East and 
around the world who have 
journeyed here today for Yit- 
zhak Rabin and for peace. 
Though we no longer hear his 
deep and booming voice, it is 
he who has brought us 
together again here in wora 
and deed for peace.” Mr. 
Clinton said with emotion. 

Mr. Clinton, presidents, 
rnonarchs and representa- 
tives from some 50 countries. 


including six Arab states, 
were protected by more than 
10,000 soldiers and police, 
the heaviest security seen in 
the Holy City. Mr. Rabin’s 
peace partner Yasser Arafat 
sent senior Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) offi- 
cials to represent him, citing 
security concerns. 

Mr. Rabin's aide and 
speechwriter of 35 years. 
Eytan Haber, read from the 
blood-soaked song sheet Mr. 
Rabin had io his pocket when 
he was shot by Yigal Amir, a 
25-year-old student and sup- 
porter of Jewish sealers in 
. Arab lands. 

“So sing the song of peace, 
don't whisper a prayer. It is 
better to sing the song of 
peace with a great shout," 
Haber read. Shortly after Mr. 
Rabin sang these words at a 
mass peace rally, he was 
struck by two dumdum bul- 
lets. 

“You lived as a soldier, 
you died as a soldier for 
peace,” King Hussein told 
the mourners. “I believe it is 
time for all of us to come out 
openly and speak about 
peace." 

Mr. Rabin's successor, Shi- 
mon Peres, said the funeral 
of Mr. Rabin was a sign that 
his three-year effort was 
bearing fruit. "This is the 
crowning glory of your 
efforts, all of us here 
together,” Mr. Peres said. 

“Goodbye older brother, 
farewell. We will continue to 
carry the message of peace to 
near and far as you wanted in 
your life and bequeathed in 
your death,” said Mr. Peres. 

Mr. Peres, who shared the 
Nobel Prize with Mr. Rabin 
last year, said of his old com- 
rade: “He was a courageous 
fighter, a great visionary, 
who created a new reality in 
our region.” 

Mr. Peres said Mr. Rabin 
warned him of an assassina- 
tion threat as they stood 
together at a peace rally. 

“You told me there are 
warnings of an assassination 
attempt at the large rally. We 
did not know who would 
strike. We did not imagine 
the harm would be so great. 
But we knew we must not 
fear death and we must not 
hesitate for peace,” Mr. 
Peres said. 

(Con t i nued on page 7) 
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Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor, along with Israel's acting Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
and his wife and former U.S. President Jimmy Carter among others attend Monday's funeral in West 
Jerusalem of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (AFP photo) 

King, Peres meet, say Rabin’s death 
strengthens determination for peace 


WEST JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Monday re- 
ceived at the King David 
Hotel in West Jerusalem 
Israel’s acting Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres and discussed 
with him the peace process 
and the latest developments 
in the region. 

King Hussein and Mr. 
Peres stressed the need to 
advance the peace process 
and overcome all obstacles 
impeding it. 

The two also agreed that 
the assassination of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin will make Jordan, 
Israel and all other parties 
interested in peace in the 
region more determined to 
continue the peace process in 
order to achieve a compre- 
hensive, just and lasting 
peace, the Jordan News 


Agency, Petra, reported. 

The meeting was attended 
by Prime Ministers Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and Royal 
Court Chief Marwan A1 
Qasem. 

The King also received at 
the- hotel Japanese Foreign 
Minister Yohei Kono and the 
delegation accompanying 
him. 

The Japanese minister 
voiced his country's support 
for Jordan and the peace 
process and paid tribute to 
the King's key role in the 
process. 

The two sides stressed the 
need to exert all efforts to 
achieve comprehensive de- 
velopment in the region. * 

The meeting was attended 
by Sharif Zeid, Mr. Qasem' 
and Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. 

Their Majesties King Hus- 


sein and Queen Noor also 
offered their condolences to 
J-eah Rabin, wife of the 
assassinated Israeli premier 
and to members of his family. 

The King and Queen and 
the delegation accompanying 
him were expected to return 
home late Monday. 

The King and Queen and 
the delegation restricted the 
trip to West Jerusalem, refus- 
ing to travel to the Arab East 
for “political reasons,” Sharif 
Zeid said. 

The King delivered an 
emotional eulogy at the 
funeral of Mr. Rabin. 

“The King has known and 
appreciated Yitzhak Rabin as 
a man of bis word. They 
worked together a lot to 
achieve peace. He will miss 
him a lot.” said Foreign 
Minister Kabariti. 

Even the delegation had 


been affected by Mr. Rabin’s 
death and the King’s grief. 

“The death of Yitzbak- 
Rabin has affected me, be- 
cause of the loss of a .man and 
because of tbe King’s suffer- 
ing,” said one of the Jorda- 
nian delegation. 

Even though it was only a 
stone’s throw from his hotel, 
the King did not visit Arab 
East Jerusalem or the holy 
site of the A1 Aqsa Mosque, 
where his grandfather King 
Abdullah was murdered be- 
fore his eyes in 1951. 

“The King is not planning 
to go to the eastern part of 
Jerusalem during his visit to 
Israel,” Sharif Zeid told 
AFP. 

“For political reasons, the 
King wants to avoid going to 
East Jerusalem, which was 
part of the Hashemite King- 
dom from 1950,” he added. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein on Monday said the late 
Israeli prime minister, Yit- 
zhak Rabin, had lived like a 
soldier and died as a soldier 
for peace and implicitly cal- 
led on the Arab World to 
seek peace with Israel. 

The King, who spoke after 
Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man at Mr. Rabin's funeral in 
Jerusalem, said Mr. Rabin, 
who was gunned down by a 
Jewish terrorist in Tel Aviv 
on Saturday, had “courage ... 
vision and ... commitment to 
peace.” 

“Standing here, I commit 
before you, before my people 
in Jordan, and before the 
world, myself to continue to 
do the utmost to ensure that 
we shall leave a similar lega- 
cy,” the King told the 2,500 
world leaders gathered to pay 
homage to Mr. Rabin. 

Mourning the loss of a 
"brother, a colleague and a 
friend,” the King said: “I 
believe it is time for all of us 
to come out openly and to 
speak out for peace. Not here 
today, but for all times to 
come. We belong to the camp 
of peace, we believe in 
peace.” 

The King was accompanied 
to the funeral by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 
Royal Court Chief Marwan 
A1 Qasem, former prime 
ministers Abdul Salam Ma- 
jali and Zeid Rifai, King’s 
advisors, Mohammad Rasoul 
Keilani, Humeidi A1 Fayez, 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Deputy 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Tahsin Shurdum. 
Fayez Tarawneh, Jordanian 
ambassador to the U.S., 
President of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry Khal- 
doun Abu Hassan and Presi- 
dent of the Amman Chamber 
of Commerce Haider Murad 
and Israeli Ambassdor to Jor- 


dan Shimon Shamir and 
several members of the 
Cabinet. 

The King said in his eulogy 
that it was ironical that his 
first visit to Jerusalem since 
1967 was to attend the funer- 
al of a man who made peace 
with Jordan. 

“Never in all my thoughts 
would it occur to me that my 
first visit to Jerusalem in re- 
sponse to your invitation, the 
invitation of the speaker of 
the Knesset, the invitation of 
the president of Israel, would 
be on such an occasion," said 
the King. 

He condemned those who 
“live in darkness, who are the 
enemies of life “and wished 
that too would join in the 
peace camp. 

“We are not ashamed and 
we. are not frightened, nor 
are we anything but deter- 
mined to fulfil the legacy for 
which my friend fell as did my . 
grandfather in this very city' 
when I was but a young boy.” 

Mr. Rabin, he said, was a 
“man of courage, a man of 
vision.” The King pledged 
“on behalf of the people of 
Jordan, my family, the 
Hashemite family and all in 
the peace camp” that the 
fight for peace would go on. 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from the King's 
speech: 

"I never thought that the 
moment would come like this 
when I would grieve the loss 
of a brother, a colleague and 
a friend, a man, a soldier who 
met us on the opposite side of 
a divide, who we respected as 
he respected us, a man I 
came to know because I real- 
ise as he did that we had to 
cross over the divide, estab- 
lish the dialogue and strive to 
leave also for us a legacy that 
is worthy of him. 

“And so he did. And so we 
became brethren and friends. 

I have never been used to 
standing except with you next 

(C ontinued on page 7) 
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Combined agency dispatches 


PALESTINIAN leader Yas- 
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was buried at a state funeral 
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not give this chance to the 
fanatics, the enemies of the 
peace process to achieve their 
goals." 

Mr. Arafat has never been 
allowed to set foot in Jeru- 
salem. which both Israel and 
the Palestinians claim as their 
capital, since he returned to 
the territories in July 1994. 

Nabil Shaath, minister of 
international cooperation 
who attended the funeral, 
said the self-rule authority 
had full confidence in Mr. 
Peres. 

"We have confidence in 
Shimon Peres and we have 
assurances that the peace 
process will continue until its 
end,” Dr. Shaath said. 

Mr. Arafat's ministers of 
economy, local government 
and civilian affairs were also 
at the funeral in West Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Arafat, looking grim 
and tired, watched the funer- 
al of his partner in peace, on 
television at his seaside office 
in Gaza Gty. 

“He was quite moved. He 
said, “we have lost a cousin. 
It's a tragedy," said an Arafat 
aide. 

In his interview with CNN. 
Mr. Arafat said: “What has 
happened was painful for all 
of us but his will give us the 
lesson and the strength to 
continue in the peace pro- 
cess." 

Mr. Arafat has been 
embarrassed by praise for the 
killing of Mr. Rabin by lead- 
ers of the hardline Islamic 
Jihad and Hamas move- 
ments, and PLO police have 
tried to keep reporters from 


quoting opponents of the 
peace process about Mr. 
Rabin’s slaying. 

Nafez Azzam, a leader of 
Islamic Jihad, said his group 
has not changed its position 
on Mr. Rabin’s assassination, 
calling it a “just revenge for 
what he has done to our 
people." 

Hamas leader Mahmoud 
Zahar said Mr. Arafat could 
not stop the Palestinians from 
expressing their feelings ab- 
out Mr. Rabin's death. 

“No one can kill the emo- 
tions of the people. Just as 
the Israelis are expressing 
their emotions by going to 
the funeral, many Palesti- 
nians are expressing their 
true emotions about Mr. 
Rabin’s death. How can you 
stop a mother whose son was 
killed by an Israeli soldier 
from being happy at Rabin's 
death,” Dr. Zahar said. 

Tunisia said it “deeply de- 
plores” the assassination of 
Mr. Rabin and condemned 
his killing as a “criminal act.”. 

The foreign ministry de- 
nounced “terrorism and vio- 
lence" in all forms and from 
wherever it comes, a com- 
munique said. 

It said Tunisia had “full 
confidence" that the Middle 
East peace process would 
continue despite Rabin's 
death. 

Tunis sent its Jordanian 
ambassador Izeddine Ai Ker- 
keni, to Mr. Rabin's funeral. 
Mr. Kerkeni was the most 
senior Tunisian official ever 
to set foot on Israeli soil. 

The General conference of 
the U.N. Educational, Scien- 


tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) was holding 
a special session to pay hom- 
age to Mr. Rabin on Mon- 
day. 

In 1993 Mr. Rabin was 
awarded UNESCO’s Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny Prize for 
the pursuit of peace, jointly 
awarded that year to Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Arafat. 

Former French President 
Francois Mitterrand sent his 
condolences to Israel’s 
mourning leaders, saying the 
peace process must not be 
disrupted by the murder of 
Mr. Rabin. 

“All my wishes go towards 
your country. I have confi- 
dence in peace and I have 
confidence in your people,” 
he said in a letter to Mr. 
Peres. 

The French National 
Assembly observed a mi- 
nute’s silence in tribute to 
Mr. Rabin, as he was being 
buried in Jerusalem. 

Session chairwoman Nicole 
Catala, opening proceedings 
with a request for a minute’s 
silence, said the parliament 
“addressed our condolences 
to tbe Israeli people and par- 
liament.” 

A message from National 
Assembly Speaker Philippe 
Seguin to the speaker of the 
Knesset, the Israeli parlia- 
ment, was read out to de- 
puties present. “With him a 
craftsman of peace is gone,” 
he said. 

The World Council of 
Churches (WCC), often cri- 
tical of Israeli policies on 

(Continued on page 7) 


Combined agency dispatches 

WORLD leaders, including 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
His Majesty King Hussein. 
Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man and acting Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres, and Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak on Monday paid tribute to 
the slain Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin at his 
funeral in West Jerusalem on 
Monday. 

Following are some of the 
major excerpts from the tri- 
butes (see story above for 
King Hussein's eulogy): 

President Weizman said: 
“Yitzhak was from the gen- 
eration of *48, bom in *22, a 
generation that was bom dur- 
ing the British, period, our 
independence, that wanted to 
build a new nation, with in- 
stitutions, agriculture and in- 
dustry. 

“He represented the ex- 
treme aspirations of our 
youth in the Palmach. He was 
a beautiful man and is from 
the underground that fought 
foe independence. He was 
under the yoke of public ser- 
vice all his life, and he never 
diverged from that. In glo- 
rious fashion, he served in 
Israel's defence up to being 
chief-of-staff. The important 
and interesting experience of 
serving under him was mine. 

“In the last rwo-and-a-half 
years we spent a lot of time 
together. We had conversa- 
tions on all that was impor- 
tant and painful for the State 
of Israel, and I know several 
times 1 stepped on a toe. But 
I never heard anything from 


him. His nobility in his per- 
sonal dealings was supreme 
throughout. 

“It was an intense honour 
to him and pride that during 
his time we commenced talks 
with the Palestinians. 

“The greatest symbol was 
perhaps the 80 representa- 
tives of foreign nations, 
ministers, kings and presi- 
dents. they have come here 
today out of great respect for 
his achievements and person- 
al recognition. 

“I am sure that he would 
know that this is an honour to 
Israel. The State of Israel 
today enjoys respect through- 
out the world and is a country 
that... wants peace more than 
anything else." 

President Ginton pledged 
at the funeral that his country 
would stand by Israel in the 
search for Middle East peace. 

“To the people of Israel, I 
say, if you stay this course of 
peace, I make this pledge, 
neither will America foresake 
you," he said. 

“Millions of people all 
around the world in all humii- 

i ty offer you their 

strength,” he said. 

Mr. Clinton, wearing a 
black Jewish skullcap, paid 
tribute to Mr. Rabin's efforts 
for an Arab-Israeli peace 
which cost him his life. 

‘Take a good hard look at 
this picture, look at this pic- 
ture of leaders from the Mid- 
dle East and all around the 
world... It is he who has 
brought us together again." 
he said. 

“Yitzhak Rabin lived the 
history of Israel.” in war and 


peace, said the president, 
who hosted the prime minis- 
ter in Washington less than 
two weeks ago. “His spirit 
must live on.” 

On a personal note, Mr. 
Clinton described Mr. Rabin 
as “my partner and my 
friend... a good man... He 
was a great man.” 

In an anecdote about how 
Mr. Rabin always disliked 
wearing ties, Mr. Clinton told 
a story from tbe last Rabin 
visit. “I was privileged to 
straighten (the tie) it for him. 
It is a moment I will cherish 
for as lonjg as I live." 

Mr. Clinton hugged the 
slain leader’s widow, Leah 
Rabin, after his eulogy which 
he ended with the Hebrew 
words, “Shalom haver tov 
(goodbye ray friend).” 

President Mubarak hailed 
a “hero of peace” as he bade 
farewell to Mr. Rabin. 

“It is with deep regret that 
we are assembled here today 
to pay our last regrets to 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, a courageous leader 
and recognised statesman. 

“His earnest efforts to 
achieve peace in the Middle 
East are a testament to his 
vision, which we share, to 
end the suffering of all the 
peoples of Arab regions. He 
defied the prejudices of the 
past to tackle die most com- 
plicated of problems, namely 
the Palestinian problem, in a 
forthright manner. The suc- 
cess be achieved in this re- 
gard has finally led to the 
foundations of peaceful 
coexistence between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis 


in a dimate of trust and 
mutual respect. 

“These achievements have 
undoubtedly established him 
as a true hero of peace. 

"The untimely loss of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin at this important junc- 
ture in the history of the 
Middle East has dealt a se- 
vere blow to our noble cause. 
We must therefore redouble 
our efforts and reaffirm our 
obligation to continue the 
sacred mission to achieve a 
just and lasting peace. We 
must deprive those traitorous 
hands hostile toward our goal 
from reaping the rewards of 
their vile actions. 

“Only through our un- 
wavering commitment to this 
objective can we truly honour 
the memory of this fallen 
hero of peace. And I could 
say that is the best memorial 
to Yitzhak Rabin. 

On this sad occasion, ladies* 
and gentlemen, I extend the 
condolences of government 
of Egypt, and my personal 
condolences to the govern- 
ment of Israel and the family 
of Yitzhak Rabin.” 

Mr. Peres said: 

“We came here to salute 
you Yitzhak, a clear salute to 
what you were. An elite 
fighter who attained victories 
for his people. A great 
dreamer who created a new 
reality in our region. This last 
Saturday night, we sang 
together the song of peace 
and 1 felt a rising spirit in 
your breast. You told me 
about warnings against your 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Saddam fires 
two ministers 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein on Monday fired the 
ministers of education and 
irrigation, a day after he 
urged bureaucrats to fight 
corruption. 

President Saddam, who is 
also prime minister, named 
Abdul Jabbar Tawfik 
Mohammad, who was head 
of the education department 
■-.•thin the president's office, 
♦c replace Hekmat Abdullah 
r.\ Bazzaz as education 
minister, state-run Baghdad 
Radio said. 

Mahmoud Diab A1 
Ahmad, former housing and 
construction minister, re- 
duced Irrigation Minister 
Nizr.r Jomaa A! Qassir. who 
ir. turn was appointed a pres- 
idential advisor. Mr. Ahmad 
was replaced by Abdullah 
Snrsam. 

Finally. Abdul Ilah Hamid 
Mohammad Saleh was 
named agriculture minister, 
filling a post left vacant by 
the death last month of 
;Chaicd Abdul Moneim 
Rashid in Rome. 

The three men in new jobs 
in the cabinet are all technoc- 
rats. 

The radio gave no reason 
for the changes, but Presi- 
dent Saddam told civil ser- 
vants in a letter published 
Sunday to “apply laws strictly 
and to refuse orders from 
their superiors, even if they 
are ministers, if they break 
these laws." 

“If your superior insists, 
ask him for written orders so 
he bears the responsibility," 
the letter said. Civil servants 
must report at the highest 
level "anything contrary to 
the interests of the public 
service and the state." 

The Iraqi president criti- 
cised officials who pulled 


strings to obtain favours in 
contravention of the law but 
who still went unpunished. 

President Saddam said he 
had warned these officials but 
“unfortunately this has not 
been implemented by all 
ministers or their subordin- 
ates.” 

The president, who was 
swept to another seven years 
in power in a referendum on 
Oct. IS. has waged war on 
corruption in the government 
and has urged ministers to be 
more democratic. 

In the message, read out 
Sunday night on state televi- 
sion. the Iraqi President said: 

“We address you to tell 
you that you have to respect 
the law 'in your work and 
completely to abide by it. 
even if any minister demands 
the opposite from you.” 

He said a cabinet decision 
made earlier to fight corrup- 
tion and nepotism has been 
ignored by some ministers 
and senior civil servants. 

He did not elaborate or 
name the offending officials. 

Exiled Iraqi opposition 
sources have in recent 
months spoken at length ab- 
out what they describe as 
rampant corruption in Iraq, 
whose economy has been 
crippled by more than five 
years of U.N. sanctions im- 
posed for Baghdad's 1990 in- 
vasion of Kuwait. 

The sanctions have left 
many of Iraq's 20 million 
people without enough food, 
medicine and other essential 
goods. 

Much of what opposition 
sources say on corruption in 
Iraq links members of Presi- 
dent Saddam's family and 
inner-circle with abuse of 
power, profiteering and 
black-market rackets. 


Iraqi paper predicts 
fall of Iranian regime 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
on Monday, predicted that 
Iran's Islamic fundamentalist 
leaders would Call soon in a 
bloodbath that will be worse 
than the revolution that over- 
threw the Shah in 1979. 

“Iran is boiling and the 
explosion will come soon," 
the official A1 Thawra news- 
paper said. 

"The end of the regime of 
the mullahs (derics) will be 
worse than the shah's be- 
cause of the stubbornness of 
the leaders in Tehran in pur- 
suing an aggressive and rep- 
ressive policy toward the peo- 
ple of Iran,” it added. 

The ruling Baath Party’s 
official newspaper said Iran 
“shamelessly announced the 
entry of its troops into Iraqi 
Kurdistan, under various 
names which fool nobody.” 
The Tehran-based Iraqi 
opposition movement, the 
Supreme Council of the Isla- 
mic Revolution in Iraq, said 
last month it would send 
fighters into northern Iraq to 
launch attacks against Iraqi 
troops. 

The newspaper also ac- 
cused Iran of changing its 
mind about attending the in- 
':rr.,'.tic*nal fair in Baghdad 
uhich opened last week. 

iran said on Oct. 30 it 
-.."j-u not take part in the 
; r. contradicting a state- 
■“.eiii from an Iraqi minister 
raying it would attend. 

‘ The mullahs in Tehran do 
. v; miss opportunities to do 
vrong to Iraq, to threaten its 
>:nit} and interfere in its in- 
icrnal affairs," it said. 

"•'he state-run press has 
. :;_c!:ed Iran for the post 
-nontn. although Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
said three weeks aeo that 
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Baghdad was ready to nor- 
malise relations with Iran af- 
ter the prisoner of war issue is | 
settled. 

He urged Iran to release 1 * 
20,000 Iraqis who Baghdad 
says were taken prisoner dur- 
ing the 1980-1988 war be- 
tween the two countries. 

Nuclear studies ended 

Russian and Iranian ex- 
perts have completed studies 
on Iran’s Bushehr nuclear 
power plant, the head of 
Iran's atomic energy orga- ; 
nisation said Monday. 

Tehran Radio quoted Reza 
Amrollahi as saying Russia 
had agreed to build the facil- 
ity at a cost of S780 million. 

Some 200 Russian and Ira- 
nian experts had been car- 
rying out studies on the com- 
plex in southern Iran, ex- 
pected on completion to pro- 
vide a large pan of Iran's 
energy needs. 

The United States, which 
accuses. Iran of sponsoring 
“international terrorism" and 
trying to obtain nuclear 
weapons, has failed to dis- 
suade Moscow from going 
through with the nuclear deal 
with Tehran. 

Israel also has expressed 
concern and warned it might 
attack the plant, which was 
left unfinished when the Ger- 
man company Siemens aban- 
doned thie project after the 
1979 revolution. 

Israeli leaders have said 
Iran could be as little as five 
years away from making a 
nuclear bomb. Iran has de- 
nied such allegations, saying 
ite facilities ^yere regularly 

-aU -Atomic .Energy -Agejicy'. — 
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FAREWELL TO A LEADER: People line up in front of the Israeli parliament Knesset, to pay their 
respects to assassinated Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin shortly before his coffin was carried to cemetery 
for funeral.. Around one million people, one fifth of the Israeli population, paid a tearful last tribute to 
their slain leader since the coffin was placed in front of the Knesset on Sunday (AFP photo) 


Rabin assassination leaves 
settlers unsettled, defensive 


Combined Agency dispatches 

ISRAEL'S SETTLERS, 
once loathe to praise Yitzhak 
Rabin, now find themselves 
declaring they never wanted 
to bury him. 

A wide spectrum of Israelis 
— from leftists to govern- 
ment ministers to right-wing 
columnists — blame the set- 
tlement movement as the 
hothouse that bred Yigal 
Amir, the extremist who snot 
the Israeli prime minister 
dead. 

“They did not deal correct- 
ly with their rotten apples,” 
Environment Minister Yossi 
Sand told the Associated 
Press. “I hope they under- 
stand they will have to be 
more determined with their 
rotten apples because other- 
wise the cart will be rotten.” 

Amir Jives in a Tel Aviv 
suburb, but reportedly spent 
a lot of time visiting friends 
on Maaleh Israel, a settle- 
ment in the occupied West 
Bank. 

Settler leaders, who 
virulently opposed Mr. 
Rabin's policies of “territo- 
rial compromise," were quick 
to distance themselves from 
Amir’s extreme-right beliefs. 

"The bullets which sjjlit the 
heart of the prime minister 
broke the hearts of all of us,” 
said a statement from the 
“Samaria regional council," 
representing settlers in the 
northern West Bank. 

There were cries of conde- 
mnation when members of a 
“Kahane Lives," a tiny 
movement allied with the 
Eyal movement to which the 
27-year-old law student be- 
longed, staged a celebration 
in the Tapuah settlement. 

“These are sick individuals 
who represent no one other 
than themselves, and prob- 
ably aren't stable enough to 
represent themselves.” said 
Yehiel Leiter. a spokesman 
for the settler's council, 
which represents the 140.000 
Israelis living in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

If the rhetoric was strong, 
it reflected a broadbased 
perception that the assassina- 
tion would provide long- 
lacking public support for the 
Israeli government to accede 
to Palestinian demands to 
start dismantling some of the 
settlements. 

-Gne raht-wing critic of 
■^orite assets of the peace 


process wrote that the assas- 
sination had him convinced 
once and for all that Mr. 
Rabin's direction was cor- 
rect. 

“This night will not only be 
remembered as the night Yit- 
zhak Rabin was assassin- 
ated,” wrote Yosef Lapid, 
the editor of the Maariv daily 
in a column dissociating him- 
self from the extreme right 
headlined “more than one 
murderer." 

“This is the night that the 
peace process got its final, 
tragic, blood-soaked con- 
firmation." 

That potential impact on 
public opinion was not lost on 
settlers. 

"Lord Almighty, what did 
he think he could achieve," 
settler Hagai Segal wrote in 
Maariv. of Amir. “Instead of 
letting the leftist government 
die a natural death, democra- 
tically, he handed it the au- 
thority of the angel of death. 
Madman what have you 
wrought?" 

Vandals trashed the head- 
quarters of the main right- 
wing opposition Likud Party 
in the coastal town of Ashke- 
lon on Sunday, and settlers 
worried they would be next. 

"There could be a civil 
war," said Dan Marantz. a 
founder of a religious semi- 
nary in the centre of the West 
Bank city of Nablus and an 
acquaintance of Amir's. 

He said he hoped rhe left 
would understand that Amir 
was atypical. “There's a dif- 
ference between political rhe- 
toric and reality, actully car- 
rying out something." 

Rabbi Menahem Froman,. 
a settler who has initiated 
dialogue with Arabs, said 
that if the government used 
Mr. Rabin's assassination to 
crack down on the settlers the 
results could be “massively 
destructive.” 

“The leftist voices will 
attack, the right will under- 
stand it’s under attack and 
will retaliate, and it will de- 
teriorate. " 

Mr. Froman said Amir 
must be understood as an 
exception to settler ideology 
— but he admitted that 
perhaps he and other settlers 
had not done enough to ex- 
coriate such extremists. 

“This assassination de- 
mands an accounting of 
souls." he said in an inter- 


view. “I used to politely smile 
when people threatened my 
life for meeting with Arabs. I 
should have paid more atten- 
tion." 

His was not the only 
anguished voice. Elitzur 
Bo t avia, a resident of the 
extremist stronghold of 
Kiryat Arba and a regular at 
right-wing demonstrations 
known for his imaginative in- 
vective, appeared on Israel 
Television ashen-faced. 

“I'm so sorry if ever I said 
a wrong word, that was in the 
area of words,” he cried. 
“But to come to this, to 
killing, to come to murder,, 
what have we come to people 
of Israel? No land is worth 
this." 

At Kiryat Arba, a teacher 
in the settlement's Nir Jewish 
seminary, said: "What hap- 
pened last night. God forbid, 
could cause war between us, 
between Jews." 

An expert on Israeli right- 
wing militant groups said the 
ideology which fostered 
hatred of Arabs and had its 
centre in Kiryat Arba had 
finally overflowed in Satur- 
day night's killing. 

It had became what Israelis 
fear most: Violence of Jew 
against Jew. 

Kiryat Arba was the home 
of U.S.-born settler Baruch 
-Goldstein who massacred at 
least 30 Arab worshippers in 
a mosque in nearby Hebron 
in February 1994 before sur- 
vivors \killed him. 

“He (Rabin's assassin) 
murdered another Jew and 
we can't understand it. We 
can't justify it at all," said 
Rabbi Shimon Ben-Zion, the 
seminary teacher. 

"Thai is what we told our 
students... although every- 
one had a lot against the 
prime minister and felt he 
endangered us. endangered 
the nation and the land of 
Israel." Rabbi Bcn-Zion 
said. 

Hebrew University Profes- 
sor Ehud Sprinznk, an expert 
on Jewish militant groups, 
said despite the town's shock, 
it was the ideology of many of 
its residents that had 
spawned the first assassina- 
tion of an Israeli prime minis- 
ter. 

The confessed assassin is 
from near Tel Aviv, but the 
atmosphere in which he acted 
came from the West Bank, he 


said. 

“There was a very dear 
process... Rabin became 
almost fair game and it took 
place exactly where you are 
today (Kiryat Arba)," Mr. 
Sprinzak said. 

Kiryat Arba is a main cen- 
tre of Kach. a Jewish sup- 
remacy group, founded by 
American-Israeli Rabbi Meir 
Kahane, who was shot dead 
by an Arab in New York in 
1990. 

Its adherents are a signifi- 
cant minority in Kiryat Arba. 

Mr. Sprinzak said all set- 
tlers had a great interest in 
not provoking the rest of 
Israel so soon after Mr. 
Rabin's death. 

“The Israeli people are not 
going to forgive the groups or 
ideologies that identify with 
killing Rabin,” Mr. Sprinzak 
said. 

Kiryat Arba is a fortified 
enclave of 4,000 people abut- 
ting Hebron, home to more 
than 120,000 Palestinians in 
the West Bank. 

The town’s small park is 
named after Kahane. At its 
centre is Goldstein's well- 
tended grave-turned -shrine. 

Rabbi Ben-Zion’s semi- 
nary does not support Kach. 
but it allowed its building to 
be used for Goldstein’s funer- 
al. 

A young couple prayed at 
Goldstein’s grave — a tomb 
on a plaza complete with 
street lamps — on Sunday 
afternoon. Shortly after they* 
departed, a teen aged girl 
came to pay her respects. 

Mr. Sprinzak said Kahane 
had always admonished 
against shedding Jewish 
blood but there were Kach 
members ready to "cross the 
line." 

He said their militancy, 
added to overheated rhetoric 
from more mainstream set- 
tlers spurred by Israel's con- 
tinued handing over of occu- 
pied land to Palestinian rule, 
had paved the way for the 
gunman who said he shot 
down Mr. Rabin on “God's 
orders." 

"First you have Kach. 
which can lead to no borders. 
Then (more moderate) orga- 
nisations come up with post- 
ers of Rabin with blood on 
his hands and talked of putung 
Rabin on trial. This is how 
you create an atmosphere." 
he said. 
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Assad condemns , 
Rabin’s murder 


ABOARD AIR FORCE 
ONE (Agencies) — Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
told the United States that he 
condemned the assassination 
of Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, a senior U.S. 
official. 

The official, who asked not 
to be named, told reporters 
travelling with President Bill 
Clinton and a U.S. delega- 
tion to Jerusalem for Mr. 
Rabin's funeral that Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher phoned Mr. Assad on 
Saturday night. 

Mr. Assad described the 
assassination as tragic and 
condemned it, the official 
said, without elaborating. 

Syria, in its first official 
reaction to the assassination, 
said on Monday it will con- 
tinue to work for peace and 
urged Israel to “make up for 
lost time.” 

“After the assassination of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, Israel has to make up 
for lost time if it sincerely 
wants peace, by consecrating 
its efforts on serious and sin- 
cere talks on the Lebanese 
and Syrian tracks, to arrive at 
a just and global peace," the 
government daily Tishrin 


said. 

“Damascus has and coq. 
tinues to act for peace with- 
out being influenced by.aqy 
given incident or the change 
in any leadership," Tishno 
said, adding that peace was* 
“strategic option” for Syria. 

Syria’s official media had 
up to now made no comment 
on Mr. Rabin’s apasunatioo, 

Mr. Rabin's policies to- 
wards the peace process had 
been the subject of almost 
daily attacks in Syria’s officii] 
media. 

Syria has repeatedly caDed 
for a “peace of the fan w?, 
Tishrin said quoting a state- 
ment made by President 
Assad ar the 1994 Geneva 
summit with U.S. Prerid^ 
Bill Clinton. 

The Syrian-IsraeK peace 
talks have been dradta^wi 
since June after a meetiqgrof 
Israeli and Syrian drie&gtf 
staff failed to reach an agree- 
ment over security arrant 
ment to accompany an ftratfc 
withdrawal from the Gdn 
Heights. ' - 

Syria and closely-altied 
Lebanon are the last reman- 
ing elements Israel needs'! 
make full peace with its Arab 
neighbours. 1= 



Police break up arms ring in south Egypt 

MINYA (AFP) — Police have broken up a weapons ring 
which was the main supplier of arms to Muslim militants io. 
south Egypt, arresting 15 dealers, security sources said an 
Monday. The 15, who police attested last week in Dainit 
and Manfalut towns 350 kilometres m the southern 
province Assiut. were “the most dangerous arms dealers in 
south Egypt. "Some of the dealers admitted they were “the 
main source of arms” for Muslim militant groups who have 
been waging a violent campaign against the government in 
which nearly 1,000 people have died since March 1992, the 
sources said. The dealers also found ready clients among 
the rival families involved in the many violent inter-dan 
feuds in south Egypt, the sources said. Police uncovered 34 
machine-guns, a shotgun, 32 weapons parts and a large 
amount of ammunition in the dealers’ homes and in an 
arms-making factory they also raided. 

Turkish troops kill 43 Kurdish rebels 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish security forces have killed 43 
Kurdish rebels in recent clashes in Turkey's southeastern 
and eastern regions, an official statement said Monday. 
The statement by the office of the regional governor of 
southeastern Turrkey said the biggest clash took place#, 
the Baskaie area on the border between Turkey and bra 
where a large group of rebels from the outlawed Kurafeh 
Labour Party (PKK) clashed with Turkish troops. Twenty- 
seven of the rebels trying to infiltrate into Turkey from Iran 
were killed in the clash, the statement said, but it made ri> 
mention of troop casualties. It did not say either when the 
fighting took place. The statement said 12 rebels were 
(rilled in four other recent clashes in the southeastern 
provinces of Siirt, Tunceli, Diyarbakir and Mus. 

13 dead as flash floods ravage Mogadishu 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — At least 13 people died and three 
were injured when torrential rain hit Mogadishu in the 
early hours of Monday, sweeping away makeshift huts in a 
refugee camp and causing a wall to collapse. Reports said 
the floods hit after midnight, catching people in their Sleep- 
Eight of the dead were reported to be people who were 
trying salvage their property from the raging floodwaters. 
Officials at the city's Digfer hospital said they had treated 
three injured. More than 20 other families had huts swept 
away by raging waters in the camp, located in southern 
Mogadishu. Hundreds of others were left homeless. 

Businessman Sawalha laid to rest 

AMMAN (J.T) — A notable Jordanian businessman 
Maurice Sawalha. 61, died in the weekend was buried 
Sunday in his hometown Madaba, south of here, Mr: 
Sawalha. a well-known businessman, had worked as ® 
engineer in Aqaba and for the Cater Pillar Company and 
later founded the Jordanian Lifts Company. 

Egyptian envoy’s wife laid to rest 

AMMAN fJ.T.) — - Tiba Ibrahim Othman, the wife of 
Egyptian ambassador to Jordan Wajih Hamdi, who passed 
away Saturday of a heart attack was buried in Cairo uo 
Sunday. Mrs. Hamdi suffered a stroke three weeks ago and 
was in the intensive care unit at the Arab Centre "for Heart 
“2; 'Surgery, surviving only by life support systems 
until Saturday when her heart stopped, according to * 
to family. The source said that Mrs. Hanv£ 
had undergone an open heart surgery six years ago and was 

u hC suffered the stroke which eventually 
caused her death. 
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Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large) 

Cucumbers (small) 

Eggplant 


— 

Grape Fruit 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Wives (green) 

Unton (green) 

Onion (dry) 

CrangP ...a 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato ^ 

Radish ! ^ 

Spinacb 

Siring Bean * ................ i 

Tangerine 

Tomato 
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Jordan Times, Tuesday, November 7, 1995 


Exhibition 
of building, 
security 
products 
opens 


Defendant pleads not guilty 
in grisly Salt murder case 


By Rsna Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


By Ghalia AIul 

Special to the Jordan Times 



HRH Princess Sarvath AI Hassan Monday signs the book of condolences at the res- 
idence of IsraeB Ambassador Shimon Shamir in paying respects to the Israeli envoy 
and Mrs. Shamir on the death of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. Mr. Rabin 
was shot by an assassin in Tel Aviv Saturday night. He was laid to rest in Jerusalem 
on Monday. Standing behind the Princess (left to right) are Deputy Chief of Mis- 
sion at the Israeli Embassy ^Jacob Rosen, HRH Crown Prince Hassan T s Private Sec- i 
retary Samir Ri£ai, and German Ambassador to Jordan Heinrich Reiners I 


ESCWA encourages statistical 


surveys in member countries 


AMMAN (Petra) — Dele- 
gates from 13 Arab coun- 
tries of Western Asia region 
and representatives of Unit- 
ed Nations agencies operat- 
ing in the region Monday 
gathered here to discuss 
ways to encourage statisti- 
cal surveys. 

The delegates, attending 
the first session of die Sta- 
tistical Committee of the 
Economic and Social Com- 
mission for Western Asia 
• (ESCWA).will also review 
' possibilities Tor techtin^" 
■ cimbet^Oftm ,statistics r arid' 
wfijf.'' Study" parucipdajte. 
countries’’ statistical Pur- 
veys as well as a plan of 
action by ESCWA in the 
coming two years . 

In an address at the open- 
ing session, Minister of 
Planning Rima Khalaf 
underlined the importance 
of the work of statisticians, 


economists and politicians 
in the process of rehabilitat- 
ing the economies of this 
region. 

She suggested that one 
very important element in 
rehabilitating these 

economies is highly effi- 
cient statistical systems and 
sound figures and data 
which help decision makers 
in the public and private 
sectors. 

In the coming stage, she 
said, the role of the public 
"sector will gradually recede 
giving wdy to private enter- 
prise which will handle 
investments and play an 
instrumental role in bolster- 
ing national and regional 
economies. 

Referring to last week’s 
Middle East and North 
Africa economic summit. 
Dr. Khalaf said that it 
marked the beginning of a 


new era for the countries of 
the region paving the way 
for the development of its 
economy. 

ESCWA Executive Secre- 
tary Hazem Beblawi said 
the creation of ESCWA's 
Statistical Committee 
marks the crowning of 
efforts by heads of statisti- 
cal departments in the 
ESCWA region which held 
four meetings since 1985 

He said that the chal- 
lenges feeing the " region 
include the. creation ■; of 
world economic blocs 
something which individual 
governments are incapable 
of dealing with on iheir 
own without accurate infor- 
mation and statistics and 
without inter-regional 
cooperation to protect 
national and regional inter- 
ests. 


AMMAN — Over 35 Arab 
and foreign companies and 
institutions Monday dis- 
played their products in the 
Middle East Building 
Exhibition (Buildex *95) 
and Middle East Protection 
Exhibition (Protex ’95) in a 
bid to capture a larger share 
of the Jordanian market 

Companies from Turkey, 
Russia, Italy, Saudi Arabia, 
Israel and Jordan presented 
products such as general 
security and protection ser- 
vices for properties and 
individuals, construction 
and building machines and 
equipment in the two exhi- 
bitions which will run till 
Nov. 9. 

“We chose Amman to be 
the host of those two 
international exhibitions 
out of our aspirations to 
transform Jordan into a 
regional centre for busi- 
ness, trade and 
international exhibitions,” 
said Bashir Najjar, General 
Manager of Almadina 
Information, the organisers 
of both exhibitions. 

Mr. Najjar said that after 
achieving peace in the 
region and after the Middle 
East and North Africa sum- 
mit (MENA), all foreign 
companies are looking for 
opportunities in the Jordan- 
ian market as well as 
appointing agents and deal- 
ers for their products. 

“These exhibitions are 
the first of their kind in Jor- 
dan. They will "bring 


AMMAN — A 29-year-old 
man accused of robbing, 
killing and mutilating a 
man in Salt Monday plead- 
ed not guilty to all charges. 

The murder of 32-year- 
old Mahmoud Ensour in his 
house in Salt on Aug. 14 
has shocked the residents of 
Salt 

The trial is being conduct- 
ed under extraordinary 
security measures because 
the authorities have 
received reports of people 
threatening to take revenge 
and kill the defendant. 

Kayed Ahmad, who earli- 
er confessed to strangling 
Mahmoud Ensour, stealing 
his money, then cutting up 
his body into pans over a 


money feud pleaded inno- 
cent to all charges. 

According to the prosecu- 
tor general's charge sheet, 
in his confession to the 
police after his arrest on 
Aug. 20, Mr. Ahmad told 
the authorities that he killed 
Mr. Ensour because he 
defrauded the victim of JD 
700 and “he wanted to get 
rid of him because he kept 
asking for his money.” 

The document said that 
last March, the defendant 
met Mr. Ensour and asked 
him to help him purchase a 
taxi licence. 

A few weeks later, the 
document said, the defen- 
dant informed Mr. Ensour 
that he found a taxi licence 
seller and that he had 
already paid him JD 700 
but that be still needed an 


additional JD 1,000 to 
obtain the licence. 

Mr. Ensour paid Ahmad 
JD 700 and the two men 
agreed to pay the rest of the 
amount upon the actual 
sale, the document said, but 
the defendant disappeared 
after that. 

The document said that 
Ahmad planned to kill Mr. 
Ensour after the latter con- 
tinuously asked Ahmad for 
his money. 

On Aug. 14, Ahmad 
asked the victim to meet 
him at his house ro finish 
the necessary papers or the 
taxi licence, according to 
the document. 

The defendant sent his 
wife and children to 
Amman so he could com- 
mit the murder, the docu- 
ment said. 


The document said that 
the murder was committed 
while Mr. Ensour had his 
back to the defendant. The 
defendant jumped at him 
and strangled him with a 
rope, stole JD 2,000 from 
his person and some docu- 
ments. Ahmad hid the body 
in the bathroom and left the 
house “to think of a way to 
dispose of the body.” 

The document said that 
the defendant then returned 
to his house, borrowed a 
saw from his neighbour, cut 
the man’s body imo pieces 
placed it in boxes and 
trashed it in' several areas 
around Salt. 

Five witnesses failed to 
show up at court Monday 
and presiding judge Abdul 
Rahman Tawfiq set Nov. 20 
for a new sessioa 


Agriculture minister stresses importance 
of fanning rain-fed areas, integration 


together businessmen who 
° Contribute to' the 


expansion- of the trade 
exchange in the region," 
said Mr. Najjar. 

He added that the con- 
tracts. which will be signed 
among exhibitors, Jordan- 
ian importers and business- 
men as well as companies 
from neighbouring coun- 
tries, are expected to cost 
millions of dollars. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Agriculture Mansour 
Ben Tarif Monday opened a 
three-day regional confer- 
ence on Integrated Crop- 
Livestock Systems in the 
Dry Areas of West Asia and 
North Africa by urging 
Arab farmers in this region 
to concentrate on the devel- 
opment of rain-fed regions 
and introduce integrated 
fanning. 

An integrated system 
entails raising livestock 
close to arable land and is 
perhaps the most ideal 
method of fanning, the 
minister said in an address 
at the opening of the- con- 
ference organised by the 
Internationa] Centre for 
Agricultural Research in 
the Dry Areas (TCARDA) 
and attended by 120 dele- 
gates from Jordan, eight 
other Arab countries, four 
non- Arab states and several 
international organisations 
and universities 

Mr. Ben Tarif told the 


meeting, held at the Univer- 
sity of Jordan, that the 
Kingom is focusing rain- 
fed farming in the dry and 
semi-arid regions because 
they encompass vast areas 
which constitute the main 
sheep and cattle-rearing 
regions. 

Saying that horizontal 
expansion of irrigated areas 
is limited because of the 
scarcity of water and 
because the governments 
give priority to providing 
drinking water and water 
for domestic use, Mr^ Ben 
Tarif said the ministry was 
concentrating -on. develoi>- 
ing the country's rain-fed 
agricultural lands. 

Mr. Ben Tarif said prob- 
lems faring agricultural 
development - includ 
drought, poor humidity, 
lack of proper research in 
the development of these 
regions, a low rate of 
investment, unorthodox 
utilisation of soil, ineffi- 
cient agricultural policies. 


improper management of 
agricultural resources and 
the use of traditional meth- 
ods in food production. 

ICARDA Regional Coor- 
dinator Nasri Haddad said 
the growing population in 
the Near East and North 
Africa is unmatched with 
an increase of food produc- 
tion which has subsequent- 
ly led ro food shortages. 


Dr. Haddad said that the 
country faced a severe 
shrotage of food produc- 
tion, nearly .half a million 
tonnes between 1988 and 
1992 which could rise to (.1 
million tonnes in the year 
2000.: " 

The same can be said of 
Syria, Egypt, Morocco and 
Saudi Arabia, added Dr 
Haddad. 

He said food shortages in 
these countries prompted 
the concerned authorities 
and farmers to grow barley 
in areas that use to be expo- 
rted as pasture land, and 


this practice has led to the 
shrinking of livestock 
wealth . 

Resident Representative 
of the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) Jorgen Lissner 
told the meeting that more 
attention should be given to 
agricultural research work 
to help solve the region's 
food production problems. 
He said the UNDP is ready 
to provide assistance and 
support for regional agri- 
cultural development. 

At least 70 working 
papers -are .expected to be 
reviewed. by*dhe delegates. 

They include such topics 
as: the "improvement of bar- 
ley and forage crops pro- 
duction, improvement of 
small ruminant production 
and management, marginal 
lands and rangelands 
improvement, and technol- 
ogy assessment and trans- 
fer. 


Bahraini minister arrives for talks on electricity conservation Children’s hospital in Irbid to open on King’s birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Bahraini Minister of Elec- 
tricity and Water Abdullah 
Jumaa Monday arrived in 
Amman for a four-day offi- 
cial visit in which he is 
expected to hold talks on 
bilateral cooperation. 

Bahrain hopes to advance 
its relations with Jordan 
and promote bilateral coop- 
eration in designing and 
operating electric networks, 
power generating plants 
and in guiding the public on 
saving on electricity, said 
ML- Jumaa in an arrival 
statement. 

Adding that Bahrain 
hopes to apply Jordanian 
systems in energy and elec- 
tricity distribution, Mr 
Jumaa said that be hoped to 
visit several electricity' pro- 
jects and learn about tech- 
nical training for cadres 
employed in energy fields. 

Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources officials 
said the Bahraini minister 
aid bis delegation will visit 
the Al Hussein Thermal 
Power Station in Zarqa and 
will examine the Jordan 
Electricity Authority’s tech- 
nical training facilities in 
Zarqa. 



Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Samih Darwazeh Monday received his 
Bahraini counterpart, Abdullah Jumaa upon his arrival in Amman (Petra photo) 


Mr. Jumaa is also expect- 
ed to sign the minutes of 
deliberations with his Jor- 
danian counterpart Samih 


Darwazeh during the visit 
to pave the ground for 
mutual cooperation in elec- 
tricity and energy fields . 


Mr. Darwazeh and min- 
istry officials welcomed the 
Bahraini delegation upon 
their arrival in Amman. 


IRBID (Petra)— The Health * 
Ministry will open a 100- 
bed children’s hospital in 
Irbid on Nov. 14 as part of 
the Kingdom’s celebrations 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s 60th birthday, 
according to Health Minis- 
ter Aief Bataineh Monday. 

Speaking during a visit to 
the new Princess Rahma 
Hospital, the minister said 
the new facility will also be 
used to train students of 
paediatrics. 

Dr Bataineh said the hos- 
pital, set up on 5,000 square 
metres, includes emergency 
units, laboratories, lecture 
halls, paediatric units for 
children suffering with tha- 
lassemia (a blood disorder 
characterised by a deficien- 
cy of haemoglobin), chil- 
dren's clinics and other 
support services and utili- 
ties. 

He said the hospital will 
have its own blood bank to 
serve Irbid Governorate as 
well as a special tba- 
lessimia unit specialising in 
the treatment of tha- 
lassemia. The special tha- 
lassemia unit will open to 
the public by Dec! I , added 
the minister 


r 
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Minister of Health Aref Bataineh Monday tours the premises of the soon-to be opened 
Princess Rahma Hospital in Irbid (Petra photo) 


Dr Bataineh also inspect- 
ed the new premises of the 
Nuseibeb Mazenia Nursing 
and Midwifery College and 
learnt about its training 
needs. 


The minister, who met 
earlier with Irbid Governor 
Eid Qatarneh to discuss 
me di cal.se rvices in the gov- 
ernoraie, said that he was 
satisfied with the level of 


these services. 

Mr. Bataineh was accom- 
panied on the tour by local 
officials and the director of 
the health department in 
bbid. 




FILM 



* "Tapies, " at the Institute Cervantes at 6:.00pm. 

CONCERT 


* Metal works by Ammar Khammash at Liwan, off 
Wadi Saqra Street Also displaying all kinds of 
handicrafts. (Tel 699141) 


BANI HAMIDA FALL EXHIBITION 


"Works by Dodi Taba'a entitled "Variations 
Graphiques 93-95" at the French Cultural Centre. 


* Piano recital by Egyptian concert pianist Mushira 
Issa at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 pm. 


* The Bani Hamida Women's Weaving Project pre- 
sents "Winds of Change" its fall exhibition at the 
Jerusalem Insurance Company in Shmeisani (Tel 
658696) 


SEMINAR 

* Discussion and slide show of the works of Jordanian EXHIBITIONS 

artist Rafiq Laham with the participation of artists 

Hussein Da'seh and Mohammad Amiri at the * "The Birth of Movies," at the Royal Cultural Cen- 


"Protex 95 (Middle East Protection and Security 
Exhibition) and Building 95 (Middle East Building 
Exhibition) at Amman International Fair, Mar} Al 
Ham am. (Tel. 688141) 


* Paintings by Iraqi artist Salih Al Jumai'i at Ab'ad 
Art Gallery. 

• Paintings by Shakir Hassan Al Said at the French 
Cultural Centre. 


"Works by Nazih Abu Afesh at Balqa Art Gallery, 
Fuheis. 


" A retrospective exhibition of sculptures and draw- 
ings (1965-1995) by Mona Saudi at Dara Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh. 


Phoenix Galllery, Gardens Street at 6:00 p.m. 
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4 World News 


Sri Lanka rebels kill 12 soldiers in east 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas killed 
12 soldiers and wounded 
• three in an attack on a route - 
clearing patrol in eastern Sri 
Lanka Monday, the military 
said. 

The Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam used mortar 
bombs and small arms in the 
attack a few miles northwest 
of Batticaloa town, a state- 
ment said. 

The clash followed a rebel 
ambush of an army foot 
patrol further north in which 
soldiers fon gbt b ack and 
killed five LTTE fighters, 
the military said. The bodies 
were due to be b anded back 
to the LTTE via the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross, it said. 

In the eastern port of 
Trincomalee. a 30-year-old 
man was s hot de ad by a sus- 
pected LTTE guerrilla, 
police sources said. 

Sri Lanka Monday 
slammed the United 
Nations for voicing concern 
over the foie of thousands of 
civilians displaced by ethnic 
conflict in the island's 
north, and ruled out any 
direct role for international 
aid agencies. 

Foreign Minister 

Lakshman Kadiigamar told 
reporters that U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 


Gbali had expressed con- 
cern over the situation 
“without the foil knowledge 
of the available facts” 

He said Dr. Ghaii went 
ahead with the statement 
Friday despite pleadings by 
Colombo. 

“We have already given a 
response (to the U.N. chief) 
by saying we can take care 
of our problem,” said Mr. 
Kadirgamar, a Tamil and a 
confidant of President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga. 
“But I will be sending him a 
sharper reply.” 

The minister said the gov- 
ernment was undertaking a 
massive relief effort with 
the cooperation of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross for caring for 
the thousands fleeing fight- 
ing with Tamil rebels in the 
north. 

“There is no need for any- 
one else to get involved,” he 
said. 

Me Kadiigamar said non- 
governmental agencies 
already operating in Sri 
Lanka's embattled northern 
region would be permitted 
to continue their “normal 
work,” but added that any 
“enhanced activity” would 
be under government super- 
vision. 

On Friday, Dr. Ghaii 
called on “all concerned to 


facilitate relief assistance to 
the affected population by 
humanitarian organisa- 
tions” 

Sri Lanka's Tamil rebels 
are bolding back residents 
of their besieged northern 
stronghold to guarantee 
civilian casualties and a 
subsequent outcry overseas 
when the army strikes, a 
senior military source said 
Monday. 

The armed forces Monday 
were digging in at the north- 
eastern approach to Jaffna 
town , the spiritual capital of 
the LTTE, fighting for their 
own country in the north 
and east of majority 
Sinhalese Sri Lanka. 

The military has been at 
pains to stress that it is in no 
rush to enter the town, 
believed to be heavily laced 
with mines and booby-traps, 
and that it will only contin- 
ue, its advance when it is 
ready. 

Aid agencies say (he town 
is largely deserted and that 
up to 500,000 people have 
fled the current round of 
fighting. Military analysts 
say about 40,000 rebels and 
civilians may still be in the 
town. 

“We know how the Tigers 
work," the military source 
said. “Most of Jaffna town 
has been evacuated but the 


Tigers are there, waiting 
with some civilians. When 
the bombs fall, when the air 
raids come, they can say the 
armed forces are killing 
innocent civilians. 

“They want the military to 
score some black marks 
with international opinion.” 

He said heavy rain was 
proving an obstacle and a 
Western diplomatic source 
said any push on Jaffna 
town, if it comes, could be 
as much as 10 days to two 
weeks away. 

“No one ran say rain 
won’t affect us,” the mili- 
tary source said. “Molality 
is difficult, especially 
armour. And it affects the 
mortars ” 

He said mortar shells were 
penetrating boggy land 
instead of fragmenting as 
intended. He said the army 
was using them “very care- 
fully” to minimis e waste. 

When and if the troops go 
all the way and take Jaffna 
town is the subject of much 
debate. Analysts point out 
that urban terrain operations 
are the most expensive and 
difficult; with pockets of the 
advancing force easily iso- 
lated. 

“The only strategic fea- 
ture, in terms of winning 
hearts and minds, is to take 
a town with people in it,” a 


military analyst said 
Sunday. 

The government has 
stressed that it has been 
f orced into the war by the 
LTTE who broke a truce in 
April and shunned invita- 
tions to view a “peace pack- 
age” of devolution propos- 
als. 

It says the aim of the war 
is to liberate the Tamils in 
the north and east from the 
LTTE grip. 

On Monday, a Western 
diplomat said of the Jaffna 
push: “You can't liberate 
someone if there is no one 
there to liberate.” 

The Tigers appear to be 
digging in for a likely last- 
ditch defence, diplomatic 
and aid sources said. 

One source said it was still 
unclear how for the rebels 
would go. “They could even 
blow up the entire town 
(rather) than let it foil into 
government hands,” he said. 

The military estimates 
some 1,000 rebels have 
been killed in two weeks of 
fighting on the Jaffna penin- 
sula and puts its own losses 
at 221 killed and 536 
wounded. More than 50,000 
people have died in the 12- 
year war. 


Up to 50 hurt in clashes during Dhaka blockade Pakistan: 


DHAKA (R) — At least 50 
people were injured in 
clashes between police and 
bomb-throwing protesters 
during a transport shutdown 
in the Bangladesh capital of 
Dhaka Monday, witnesses 
said. 

The blockade was called 
by main opposition parties 
in their ongoing effort to 
force fresh elections under a 
neutral caretaker govern- 
ment, which they believe 
would ensure free voting. 

Fighting broke out near 
the city’s Mahakhali Bus 
Station and_^execal_otiier. 
points where opposition 
activists took positions in 
the morning. 

Several policemen and 
three news photographers, 
including Rafiqur Rahman 
of Reuters Television, were 
wounded by bomb splinters. 

Police used tear gas, 
batons and hot water in 
attempts to disperse the pro- 
testers, one witness said. 

Millions of people were 
stranded across Bangladesh 


by the blockade that came 
in the wake of persistent 
refusals by Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia to hand 
over power to aa interim 
successor. 

A few trains left Dhaka’s 
Kamalapur Railway Station 
early Monday but one was 
derailed after protesters 
allegedly removed plates 
from the tracks at Majukhan 
in the city's suburbs. 

Police said an unspecified 
number of passengers were 
injured in the derailment. 

The other trains were also 
. halted , by stone-throwing 
protesters, they said. 

“The blockade has been a 
hundred percent success 
here,” said an official in the 
southern city of Khulna. 

“It has virtually turned 
into a general strike as peo- 
ple also did not take out 
their private cars,” be told 
Reuters by telephone. 

In the port city of 
Chittagong and the north- 
eastern city of Sylbet, there 
were no traffic on streets 


except for rickshaws. local 
reporters said. 

Many private offices were 
closed and most businesses 
shut. Government offices 
kept their doors open but 
few employees turned up. 

In Dhaka, streets were 
taken over by thousands of 
rickshaws in the absence of 
motorised vehicles, wit- 
nesses said. Buses did not 
leave their stations and fer- 
ries remained anchored. 

Police arrested about a 
dozen protesters, witnesses 
said. 

.. Opposition leader Sheikh. 
Hanna said late Sunday that 
Mis. Khaleda had slammed 
shut the door on a negotiat- 
ed settlement of the dispute 
over future elections. 

Opposition parties accuse 
Mrs. Khaleda’s government 
of by-election fraud and 
sweeping corruption, and 
say no election under her 
will be fair. 

The ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) has 
denied the charges, and says 


the opposition has “p re -con- 
ceived fears” of an election 
defeat. 

The campaign against 
Mrs. Khaleda intensified in 
December when almost all 
opposition legislators 
resigned from parliament 
trying to force the prime 
minister to accept their 
demand for elections under 
a neutral caretaker adminis- 


tration. 

They asked Mrs. Khaleda 
to step down and dissolve 
parliament. Mrs. Khaleda 
—rejected- the -demands- as 
unconstitutional. 

The opposition has called 
for a weeklong national 
strike from Nov. 11 and 
threatened further action to 
force Mrs. Khaleda to con- 
cede. 

Chief Election Commis- 
sioner A.K.M. Sadeque said 
Sunday that the next gener- 
al elections would be held 
between January and April, 
1996. 


Britain’s Yes Minister actor dies of skin cancer 


LONDON (R) — British 
comic actor Paul Edding- 
ton, whose Yes, Minister 
television political satire 
was a worid-wide hit, died 
al the weekend of a rare 
form of skin cancer. 

Tributes poured in 
Monday to the popular actor 
whose performances as a 
vacillating, incompetent 
minister and later prime 
minister were so admired by 
Premier Margaret Thatcher 
that she awarded him the 
honour of Commander of 
the British Empire. 

Eddington, who was 68, 
became so internationally 
famous through the 198% 
television show that be was 
often given the red-carpet 
treatment when visiting the 


more than 50 countries 
where it was shown. 

Showbusiness legend has 
it that he was whisked 
around Sweden in an offi- 
cial Daimler, invited to visit 
Israel-- and was wined and 
dined by Australian govern- 
ment ministers. 

T threw a great spanner 
into the works. People 
abroad tended to play safe 
and treat me as a minister, 
just in case,” Eddington said 
in a interview last month. 

Eddington bad suffered 
for 40 years from a rare 
form of skin cancer, myco- 
sis frmgoides, which recent- 
ly worsened leaving him 
covered from head to foot in 
dark blotches and sores. 

The treatment left him 


bald and he became almost 
unrecognisable from his 
sophisticated screen charac- 
ters. 

But be went public with 
the condition and won plau- 
dits for giving television 
interviews last month when 
his changed appearance 
shocked even Eddington 
himself. 

“I was a bit taken aback," 
he said after watching the 
interview. 

“I haven't had a great deal 
of television exposure look- 
ing as I do. I’m hoping now 
to be famous for being 
grotesque instead of famous 
for being a good actor,” be 
joked. 

Gose friend Richard 
Briers, who appeared with 


Eddington in the 1970s tele- 
• vision comedy The Good 
Life said Monday: “I don’t 
think I’ve known a more 
smashing Moke in all my 
years in showbusiness. 

“He always dealt with his 
problems with humour pod 
tenacity. At no time did be 
let his illness get in the way 
of work.” 

Eddington carried on 
working until bis death, 
appearing in the London 
Theatre in a play with 
Briers last year and working 
on radio. 

He died at his London 
home Saturday surrounded 
by family and friends. 


Commonwealth credibility on the line over Nigeria 


WELLINGTON (R) — 
Commonwealth leaders 
face the challenge of turn- 
ing their own fine words 
into action as they seek 
ways to encourage the 
return of military-ruled 
Nigeria to the democratic 
fold at a summit in New 
Zealand this week. 

A row over British sup- 
port for French nuclear 
testing may sidetrack heads 
of government, who open 
their meeting in Auckland 
Friday, but diplomatic ana- 
lysts say Nigeria will pose 
the more critical test. 

Despite discussion of 
sanctions and even 
Nigeria’s possible expul- 
sion from the 52-member 
club. Commonwealth 
members appear more like- 
ly to offer the carrot than 
wield the stick. 

“There will be some who 
may want to condemn, 
there will be some who 
may want to exclude — but 
as you find in international 
fora, to exclude people 
from meetings means you 
just lose all capacity to 


influence or have dialogue 
with them,” New Zealand 
Foreign Minister Don 
McKinnon fold Radio New 
Zealand. 

“It's better to have them 
inside the tent and us talk- 
ing to them rather than 
them being on the outside 
of the tent and no one talk- 
ing to anybody ” he said. 

Nigeria, in political crisis 
since the army cancelled 
elections two years ago, 
provides an acid test of the 
Commonwealth’s 1991 
“Harare Declaration" — a 
ringing endorsement of 
democracy, human rights 
and good governance. 

It provoked international 
condemnation last month 
when it sentenced nine 
minority rights activists, 
including prominent writer 
Ken Saro-Wiwa, to hang 
for murder in what oppo- 
nents have branded a polit- 
ically-motivated verdict. 

As one of only three mil- 
itary-ruled Commonwealth 
nations — the others are 
Gambia and Sierra Leone 
— Nigeria will also be 


urged at the summit to 
elaborate on its plans to 
restore democracy within 
three years. 

Analysis said the attitude 
of the Commonwealth’s 
other 17 African nations 
would be instrumental in 
determining its response. 
Some, with important polit- 
ical and economic ties to 
Nigeria, would need to 
think hard before isolating 
that country. 

“Presumably there are 
some African states in the 
Commonwealth who have 

other irons in the fire with 
Nigeria and who will want 
to take those into account 
when adopting any sort of 
declaration or statement,” 
said Terence O'Brien, 
director of the Centre for 
Strategic Studies in 
Wellington. 

“Isolating Nigeria is a 
thing that they’ll want to 
think carefully about." 

Working by consensus, 
the Commonwealth does 
not wish to single out mem- 
ber states for criticism by 
name. But, as one diplomat 


put it, “it won't take a rock- 
et scientist to work out 
which countries are 

meant”. 

For New Zealand, host- 
ing its biggest -ever gather- 
ing of world leaders, a key 
issue will be the 

Commonwealth’s stance on 
French nuclear tests in the 
South Pacific and Britain's 
controversial support for 
them. 

But with Prime Minister 
Jim Bolger bound by the 
diplomatic requirements of 
his role as host and chair- 
man, it may fall to 
Australia and smaller 
Pacific nations to voice 
(heir displeasure to 
Britain's John Major. 

Mr. O'Brien said failure 
to agree on the nuclear 
question would hardly be a 
disaster, but lack of firm 
direction on Nigeria would 
hurt the Commonwealth. 

“If they don't manage to 
get anything at all about 
Nigeria, 1 think (hat will be 
a black mark against it.” he 
said. 


Kashmir 
polls will 
heighten 
tensions 


in region 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) — Condemning leg- 
islative elections in India's 
violent state of Kashmir, 
Pakistan’s Foreign 
Minister warned Monday 
that next month’s polls 
would heighten tensions in 
an already volatile region. 

Calling the polls “farci- 
cal,” Foreign Minister 
Sardar Assef Ali warned “it 
would only aggravate ten- 
sions in the entire region.” 

Both India and Pakistan 
claim ownership of a unit- 
ed Kashmir, which was 
divided between the two 
countries in 1947 when the 
subcontinent gained its 
independence from Britain. 

The feuding neighbours 
have fought two wars over 
Kashmir — in 1948 and 
again in 1965. They fought 
a third war in 1971 over 
Bangladesh, or what was 
then East Pakistan. 

Many feared a fourth, 
possibly nuclear, war over 
Kashmir in 1990. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
fomenting violence in its 
only Muslim dominated 
state, where militant seces- 
sionists have been fighting 
for the past five years to 
press their demand for 
either outright indepen- 
dence or union with 
Islamic Pakistan. 

Pakistan denies the accu- 
sation, but has called for a 
plebiscite in Kashmir to 
determine whether a united 
Kashmir would be Indian 
or Pakistani. India refuses 
to bold a plebiscite. 

At least 300,000 Indian 
troops have been deployed 
to Kashmir in the past five 
years in an attempt to quell 
the bloody insurgency that 
bas claimed more than 
12,000 lives. 

Mr. Assef AH said 
Pakistan feared . more 
Indian soldiers would be 
deployed- to Kashmir to 
prevent violence in the 
upcoming polls. 

“It has come to the notice 
of Pakistan that the Indian 
government has already 
decided to deploy addition- 
al troop in the state.” Mr. 
Assef Ali said. 

Kashmir now is ruled by 
the federal government and 
New Delhi is hoping that 
elections will encourage a 
return of political normal- 
cy. 

State authorities said they 
expect an escalation of vio- 
lence by militants as the 
election approaches. 
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Georgian government leader Edward Shevardnadze 
casts his vote during the first presidential and parlia- 
mentary elections Sunday (AFP photo) 


Shevardnadze declares 


victory in Georgia poll 


TBILISI (R) — Former 
Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze 
declared vicroiy Monday in 
Georgia's presidential elec- 
tion, saying he had won 
backing for a programme 
for “saving the country". 

Election officials in the 
turbulent Transcaucasus 
state were still counting the 
votes from Sunday's poll. 
But Centra] Electoral 
Commission Chairman 
Ivane Kiguradze said Mr. 
Shevardnadze had won 70 
per cent support in areas 
where the count had been 
completed. 

“I am happy that the 
Georgian people have 
accepted my programme.” 
Mr. Shevardnadze said in a 
radio interview. 

“I think that this confi- 
dence referendum has been 
won and a big majority of 
the population has accepted 
my programme of saving 
the country.” 

Mr. Shevardnadze later 
flew to Israel for the funer- 
al of- assassinated Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
with whom he had close 
contacts as Soviet foreign 
minister — the post in 
which he helped to end the 
cold war before resigning in 
December 1990. 

Preliminary results of the 
presidential poll and a par- 
liamentary election which 
was also held Sunday were 
due to be announced later 
Monday. 

Mr. Shevardnadze. 67, 
who has been Georgia's 
leader since 1992 without 
having the title of president, 
needed a simple majority to 
win the presidential elec- 
tion outright in the first 
round. 

He said his own informa- 
tion suggested he had won 
convincingly, perhaps with 
more than 70 per cent. 

“Such support is great. 
This is our common victory, 
it is Gcoigia’s victory,” Mr. 
Shevardnadze said. 

"The vote has excluded 
the possibility of a back- 
ward turn which had been 
quite a realistic danger” 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who 
escaped when a bomb went 
off near his motorcade last 
August, had been widely 
expected to win. 

The people of Georgia, 


which won independence 
from the Soviet UnioD in 
199J. appeared to have sup- 
ported Mr. Shevardnadze’s 
campaign motto of guaran- 
teeing stability after years 
of economic and political 
chaos. 

“It's great," said a middle- 
aged man in the capital 
Tbilisi. 

“He is the only man who 
can nurture hope,” said a 
woman carrying a small girl 
in her arms. 

Mr. Shevardnadze hopes 
his Citizens’ Union group 
will also win a majority in 
parliament to help him rein 
in separatism- and continue 
market reforms which he 
says are already bearing 
fruit. 

But right-wing parties 
opposed to closer ties with 
Russia are expected to have 
at least a strong representa- 
tion. 

Mr. Kiguradze said that 
62 per cent of the 3.2 mil- 
lion eligible voters had cast 
their ballots, making the 
election valid. 

International observers 
say they have registered no 
major irregularities. But 
representatives of Mr. 
Shevardnadze's main rival. 
Soviet-era Communist boss 
Dzhumber Patiashvili, said 
their backers had found vio- 
lations in several regions. 

The separatist regions of 
Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia, which contain 
about five per cent of 
Georgia's population, boy- 
cotted the election. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said he 
had asked the United 
Nations to hold a special 
session to condemn 
“aggressive separatism”. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who 
had to flee Abkhazia under 
rebel fire in 1993, has 
vowed to bring the Abkhaz 
separatists to heel, whether 
through Moscow-sponsored 
talks or by force. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, 
acclaimed abroad for bis 
role in ending the cold war 
praised Mr. Rabin before 
his departure for Israel. 

“He is the hero of our 
time. Some people, includ- 
ing a part of his compatri- 
ots. did not understand him 
but the world highly appre- 
ciated his decisions." Mr. 
Shevardnadze said. 


Man with knife breaks into 
Canadian premier’s home 


OTTAWA (R) - a knife- 
wielding man broke into 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien's home 
Sunday and was confronted 
by the premier’s wife, the 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
police (RCMP) said. 

RCMP spokesman 
Inspector Jean St-Cyr said 
neither the prime minister 
nor his tjrifo. Aline 
Chretien, were hurt during 
the break-in at the official 
residence. 

Mrs. Chretien was woken 
by a noise in their home 
early Sunday and on inves- 
tigation came face-to-face 
with a man armed with a 


jackknife. 

The intruder had smashed 
the glass of a door with a 
rock to get into the house 
Insp. St-Cyr said. 

Mr. Chretien praised the 
cool-headed reaction of his 
wife On seeing the intrud- 
er, Mr. Chretien said she 
had quickly slammed the 
door and retreated from the 
toe door 

behind her. 

“I think that 1 am lucky 
she was there and I am 
grateful." said Mr. Chretien 
who was speaking t 0 
reporters en route to Israel 
Prime Minister 
^ nzhak Rabin s funeral. 


New nature 
reserve planned 
in China 


BELTING TAP) — The 
largest place in China with 
no human population win 
become a 45, 000- square- 

kilometre ( 18, 000-square- 
mile) nature reserve in 
northwestern " Qinghai 
province, an official report 
said Sunday. The area, 
called Hoh Xil, is 5,000 
metres (16,404 feet) above 
sea level in the Yoshn 
Tibetan Autonomous 
prefecture, where Qinghai, 
Tibet and Xinjiang meet 
Hoh Xil is home to about 
40,000 animals, including 
wild yaks and asses, 
anteiopes, snow leopards, 
brown bears, wild sheep 
and snow pheasants. The 
Xinhua News Agency 
reported the provincial 
government has decided to 
designate Hoh Xil as a 
nature reserve. It will baa 
tourism and exploration for 
natural resources in a 
1 5. 5 00- square -kilometre 
(6,200-square-mile) central 
part of the reserve, the 
report said. 


Britons sentenced 
for possessing 
pornography 


m many areas.. 


Jackson-Presley 
marriage is legally 
valid — judge 


SANTO DOMINGO 
(AFP) — Pop icon Michael 
Jackson's marriage to Lisa 
Marie Presley is legally 
valid, the judge who wed 
them insisted Sunday, 
refuting a charge by a US- 
television network that h 
was likely null and void. 
Judge Hugo Alvarez told 
AFP that the report by Fox 
Television was wide of the 
mark. Fox reported 
Thursday that the duo’s 
1 994 nuptials in the 
Dominican Republic were 
legally dubious for two rea- 
sons. It said Judge Alvarez 
appeared to have married 
the couple outside his legal 
jurisiction, and that Presley 
had only been divorced for 
three weeks at the time. 
Fox said that under 
Dominican law, a woman 
must be divorced for. 
months before she can 
remarry legally. But Judge 
Alvarez said that for a mar- 
riage to be performed, 

Dominican law simply 
requires that the prospec- 
tive bride and groom pro- 
vide sworn statements 
attesting to the fact that 
they currently are single- 
And AFP had access short' 
ly after the couple wed io 
May 1994 to official 
records and witness 
accounts saying the cere' 
mony had taken place fo 
the town of La Vega, 130 
kilometres north of -Saaff. 

Domingo. Fox "reported 
that it appeared the event 
took place at Casa De 
Campo, a hotel in another 
town which it said would 
have been outside the 
judge's jurisdiction.. 



BANGKOK (AFP)— Two 
British radio announcers 
were given suspended 
three-month jail sentences 
Monday and fined 3,000 
baht ($120) for possessing 
pornography, immigration 
police said. The two meo, 
Ian Baker, 44, and Clifford 
Armstrong, 34, woold be 
allowed to stay in Thailand 
during the one-year sus- 
pension period, police said, 
after the two men were sen- 
tenced by a Bangkok coon 
The pair were arrested on 
Oct. 17 following wide- 
spread reports in the Tha 
press that announcers a 
their radio station had been 
promoting child prostitu- 
tion on the air. A raid# 
their respective apartnurits 
turned up magazines^fjfi£- 
tqgfaphs and videotapes 
deemed to be pornograph- 
ic, although no material 
involving minors was 
found, contrary to earlier 
police reports. An investi- 
gation by the owners of die 
English-language radio sta- 
tion has foiled to find any 
evidence that * announces 
were promoting child pros- 
titution. The two men 
claim the charges were laid 
by a disgruntled enqrioyee. 
Pornography is illegal, in 
Thailand, although explicit 
m a g a z i n es and videotapes 
are available on the street 
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An Israeli man mourns with his family while waiting for the convoy carrying the coffin of the assassinated Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin to arrive near the knesset, where his coffin was placed to aDow the public to pay their last 
respect (AFP photo) 

Israeli children react strongly to Rabin’s death 


MACCABIM, Israel (R) — 
Frightened Israeli school- 
children drew coffins, cry- 
ing clouds and broken 
hearts in class workshops 
and discussions Sunday 
which teachers hoped 
would soften the shock of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s death. 

The morning after the 
assassination, children 
across Israel began the day 
in sombre school assem- 
blies where Israeli flags 
were lowered to half-mast 

At Maoz Hamaccabim 
Primary School, 30 kilome- 
tres from Jerusalem, many 
wept as they sang one of 
Israel’s best known 
melodies* The Song Of 
Peace — which Rabin him- 
self sang at the Tel Aviv 
peace rally where he was 
gunned down Saturday. 

, “JtKfy, fe^I. jenribly afraid 
They don't know whaii^iiJ 
happen or-why- the leader of- 


Israel was killed. They were 
angry at the man who mur- 
dered him,” said Hani 
Hyperman, a third-grade 
teacher. 

But Education Minister 
Amnon Rubinstein told 
army radio that in a handful 
of schools some children 
had expressed delight Mr. 
Rabin was dead. 

“The head of our psycho- 
logical service said there 
were expressions of happi- 
ness in schools, especially 
in lower classes — and we 
are not talking about 
schools in (West Bank and 
Gaza) settlements or reli- 
gious schools,” he said, 
sounding shaken. 

“We are talking about a 
minority, but this minority 
frightens us. These small 
children cannot bide the 
indoctrination they got at 
home,” Mr. Rubinstein said. 

Children at the school in 
Maccabim, a well-to-do 


suburb, used crayons and 
pens to express their feel- 
ings. A binder was placed 
on a table in the hall for any 
written thoughts they 

wished to share. 

Some pictures showed Mr. 
Rabin on a stage surrounded 
by a crowd — depicting the 
scene of the shooting. 
Several children in Ms. 
Hyperman ’s class drew 
coffins and wrote “Rabin” 
on them. 

“They wrote condolence 
letters to (Rabin’s) family 
and drew scary pictures and 
clouds that cry, and wrote 
on them T am angry’. One 
girl drew a broken heart," 
Ms. Hyperman said. 

“They wrote letters to 
Rabin, saying what they 
think of him and noted that 
a man who was in favour of 
peace and against violence 
was killed.” ...... 

Ms. Hypenpan said her 
own son; Maoz, aged ax. 


was crying constantly and 
did not want to eat. He told 
his mother “We do not have 
a commander for the coun- 
try. Who will protect us 
now?" 

Many of her pupils asked 
how it was possible for a 
Jew to kill another Jew, 
after learning the alleged 
killer was an Israeli law stu- 
dent. 

“I cried today. He was a 
very good prime minister. 
He wanted peace,” said Ido 
Cohen, an eight-year-old 
boy. 

Gitit Raz. 12, said: “I feel 
strange, in shock. Suddenly 
he's gone. They told us in 
class the killer was crazy 
and thought he was doing 
the nation a favour. We all 
know that wasn’t right.” 

“He thought, he. would 
sro^ilfe^peace process, tliis 
said“He won’t." 


Storm kills nearly 500 Filipinos; toll to mount 


MANILA (R) — Super- 
typhoon Angela has killed 
nearly 500 people in the 
Philippines and the death 
toll will mount as rescue 
teams fight to dig out bodies 
from under the rubble of 
destroyed homes, relief offi- 
cials said Monday. 

At least 490 people are 
confirmed dead after 

Angela, packing peak winds 
of up to 270 kph (167 mph), 
battered the Bicol region at 
the southern end of Luzon 
Island and then sideswepi 
Manila, the Office of Gvil 
Defence (OCD) said 

“This is only partial. It 
will go up. Most likely, it 
will top 500,” OCD 

spokesperson Dolores 
Manio said by phone. 

“I wish the death toll 
would stay at this level, but 
there are many areas that 
have not yet reported," she 
added 

Almost 50,000 bouses and 
traditional palm thatch huts 
were demolished by the 
typhoon and damage to 


crops and property has 
already passed two billion 
pesos (St 7 million). 

The severe damage from 
Angela and tropical storm 
Zack last week has forced 
several analysts to prune 
their estimates on growth 
for the Philippine economy 
in 1995 from a government 
forecast of 6.0 per cent 
growth in gross national 
product (GNP). 

“I figure it will be five per 
cent,” Patrick Garcia of 
UM. Garcia and Associates 
said in.an interview. “It (the 
typbood) will have a detri- 
mental effect on GNP and 
inflation.” 

“It should lower the 
growth rate of the country” 
Jonas Ferrer, research chief 
of Pryce Securities, added 
“If another typhoon like this 
hits us again, we’re dead." 

The typhoon is also seen 
pushing up inflation, which 
surged to a year-high of 
11.8 per cent in September 
against the previous 
month’s 8.4 per cent. 


The analysts said Angela 
may also affect industrial 
output on Luzon Island, the 
industrial and commercial 
heartland of the country. 

Interior Secretary Rafael 
Alunan Sunday compared 
the damage inflicted by 
Angela to a “miniature war 5, 
because of the widespread 
devastation of provinces in 
its path. 

Rescue teams fought to 
reach areas cut off by floods 
and vicious winds that 
wiped out roads, raising the 
spectre of starvation for iso- 
lated hamlets with little or 
no food and no safe drink- 
ing water, relief workers 
said. 

Over a dozen bridges 
crashed because of the 
typhoon and roads linking 
the area to capital Manila 
were washed away by 
swirling fioodwaters, ham- 
pering the delivery of food 
and emergency supplies, 
officials said. 

The putrid smell of rotting 
corpses permeated the air of 


towns like Calauag, some 
160 kilometres southeast of 
Manila, after they ran short 
of both coffins and formalin 
to preserve the corpses. 

“What we need right now 
is food,” a local official 
from the Bicol told a Manila 
radio station. 

Of the total killed, 323 
perished in the hard-hit 
Bicol region at the southern 
end of Luzon Island where 
Angela first hit 

‘The damage is very 
extensive and severe in the 
Bicol region Manio said. 

But many areas have 
failed to file their reports 
with the OCD after commu- 
nications were knocked 
down by Angela's ferocious 
winds, she added. 

In Manila, power in many 
areas has not yet been 
restored three days after 
Angela swept through the 
area. But life has returned 
largely to normal as 
Filipinos began reporting 
for work and flocked to 
shopping malls. 


More S. Korea firms to be summoned over scandal 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean prosecutors, prob- 
ing ex-President Roh Tae- 
Woo’s slush fund, said 
Monday they were drawing 
up a list of business con- 
glomerates suspected of 
topping up the di graced for- 
mer leader’s coffers. 

“After tracking bade 
accounts, some corpora- 
tions suspected of having 
provided funds to former 
President Roh Tae-Woo 
have been exposed,” an 
official at the proseemor- 
generaTs office said by tele- 
phone. 

He declined to give the 
nanvK of the corporations 
but said: ‘Today, prosecu- 
tors will make a decision on 
the standards and timing for 
summoning entrepreneurs 
believed to be connected 
with this scandal and begin 
investigating them in 
earnest.’' 

The domestic Yonhap 
News Agency quoted an 
unidentified senior prosecu- 
tor as saying top executives 
of (be giant Daewoo Group 
Were being summoned later 
Monday over allegations 
the group helped Mr. Roh 
shift '30'bJItiou won (S39 


million) from borrowed - 
name bank accounts into 
real-name accounts. 

Daewoo Chairman Kim 
Woo-Choong, now on an 
overseas business trip, 
would be summoned as 
soon as be returned home, 
the prosecutor was quoted 
as saying. 

Prosecutors could not 
confirm the report. 

Mr. Roh, 62, made a tear- 
ful confession last month he 
amassed a $654 million 
secret slush fund through 
donations from the coun- 
try’s leading business con- 
glomerates, known as 
“chaebol", during his 1988- 
1993 tenure. 

Prosecutors are trying to 
find out if Mr. Roh was 
telling the whole truth and 
investigating chabol which 
took part in huge industrial 
or infrastructure projects 
during his term. 

Local news media 
Monday said prosecutors 
were looking into the possi- 
bility that part of Mr. Roh’s 
slush fund was hidden in 
real estate registered under 
borrowed names. 

The main opposition 
National Congress for New 


Politics decided to press for 
partiamentary hearings to 
dig out the whole truth of 
the scandal, a party 
spokesman said. 

On Sunday Chung Tae- 
Soo, chairman of the Hanbo 
Group, admitted his links to 
the $654 million slush fund 
Mr. Roh amassed, giving 
investigators their first 
breakthrough. 

Prosecutors said Mr. 
Chung confessed he 
received more than 50 bil- 
lion won ($65 million) from 
false- name accounts held by 
Mr. Roh, and used the 
money as capital for his 
business. 

Mr. Chung was the first 
tycoon to be summoned. 
Hanbo was the shitting cor- 
porate success story of Mr. 
Roh’s term, going from an 
obscure construction firm to 
a top-20 firm involved in 
huge state infrastrucumre 
projects. 

Yonhap has reported pros- 
ecutors this week would 
summon the heads or top 
executives of about 10 con- 
glomerates, including the 
chairmen of the Daewoo 
Group, the Dong Bang 
Group and the Sunkyong 


Group. 

Dong Bang and Sunkyong 
are linked ro roh by mar- 
riage to his children. 

Prosecutors have said Mr. 
Roh's relatives could be the 
key to unlocking the secrets 
of where (he ex-president’s 
money is now stashed. They 
have asked the Foreign 
Ministry for help in search- 
ing through Swiss bank 
accounts. 

Roh has said he still holds 
$242 million, but prosecu- 
tors are not taking him at his 
word. 

False-narae bank accounts 
were outlawed two years 
ago by President Kim 
Young-Sam who, since his 
inauguration in February 
1993, has vowed to stamp 
out corruption piled up dur- 
ing three decades of mili- 
tary-backed rule in the 
country. 

The slush fund row, 
regarded as the country’s 
largest-ever financial scan- 
dal, has triggered a storm of 
nationwide protests by stu- 
dents, dissidents and other 
citizens demanding punish- 
ment for Mr. Roh, a retired 
four-star general. 
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Walesa praised after poll, 


but faces tough days ahead 


WARSAW (R) — Polish 
President Lech Walesa 
Monday entered a last leg of 
campaigning for re-elec- 
tion, his strong showing in 
the weekend's first round 
vote praised by allies and 
compared even by one 
avowed foe to a tank 
assault. 

Mr. Walesa, who only 
months ago appeared to 
have little prospect of a sec- 
ond five-year term, made a 
remarkable comeback, cap- 
turing, according to prelim- 
inary results, 33.3 per cent 
of votes to ex-Communist 
Aleksander Kwasniewski's 
34.8. 

The rivals must now cam- 
paign for the votes of 21 
eliminated candidates 
before a runoff on Nov. 19. 
Mr. Walesa appears well 
placed to benefit from an 
end to division on the right 

“Aleksander 

Kwasniewski and Lech 
Walesa drew well away 
from the other candidates 
and they both achieved suc- 
cess,” the pro-Kwasniewski 
daily Tiybuna said in an 
editorial. 

Only a few months ago, 


Mr. Walesa’s popularity- rat- 
ings dropped to single fig- 
ures. Trybuna-s recognition 
of his achievement, even If 
laced with heavy irony, was 
notable. 

“Lech Walesa stormed 
like a tank and in just a few 
weeks rebuilt the electorate 
he had five years ago,” it 
said 

Some newspapers said 
Mr. Walesa's comeback sig- 
nalled voters were afraid a 
Kwasniewski victory would 
transfer all political power 
to the ruling left wing, 
already dominating govern- 
ment and parliament. 

The pro-Walesa daily 
Zycie Warszawy said Poles 
would face a clear-cut 
choice in the second round. 

“The choice is simply 
whether we want a Poland 
where the single political 
force again bolds all the 
power behind the facade of 
democracy...or a Poland 
where citizens' rights are 
secured by pluralism and a 
balance of power." it said 

Mr. Kwasniewski's 
Democratic Left Alliance 
(SLD) already holds sway- 
over parliament and govern- 


ment. 

He has clearly scored sig- 
nificant successes in build- 
ing up a strong party with a 
modem social democratic 
image that welds great 
influence in the country. 

His personal appeal and 
sophistication establish him 
as a strong rival to Mr. 
Walesa whether he is suc- 
cessful or not in two weeks. 

Analysts suggested 
Sunday's vote was the first 
since the partly free elec- 
tions in 1989 that was not a 
protest vote but a conscious 
decision. 

“The electorate proved 
resistant to demagoguery 
and showed greater maturi- 
ty than in previous elec- 
tions," the business daily 
Rzeczpospolita said. 

Extremist candidates won 
virtually no support from 
the electorate. 

The two weeks to the sec- 
ond round will pit Mr. 
Walesa and Mr. 
Kwasniewski in a fierce 
competition for the third of 
the electorate who voted for 
the 1 1 other first round con- 
tenders, and analysts say 
arithmetics is on Mr. 


Walesa's side. 

Around 20 per cent of (he 
remaining voters opted for 
centre or right-wing candi- 
dates, including the 8.7 per 
cem who picked centrist 
intellectual Jacek Kuron for 
third place. 

The beaten contenders are 
mostly people who have 
broken angrily with their 
often difficult erstwhile 
friend and ally Walesa over 
the years but share the val- 
ues they fought for together 
before toppling Communist 
rule in 1989. 

Chiefs of Mr. Kuron’s 
Union For Freedom (UW) 
party, descended from soli- 
darity, said they were now 
likely to back Mr. Walesa. 

Analysts say it will be 
much harder for Mr. 
Kwasniewski to broaden his 
electoral base. 

A Kwasniewski victory 
would add Poland to a list 
of East European states 
which have seen a return to 
power of former 
Communists by voters wea- 
ried of radical economic 
change. 


ANC urges tight security in Kwazulu-Natal polls 


DURBAN, South Africa 
(AP) — Fresh from tri- 
umphal local elections 
around most of the country, 
the African National 
Congress Sunday called for 
tight security when voting is 
finally held in strife-tom 
Kwazulu-Natal province 
next year. 

The province was omitted 
from Wednesday’s first all- 
race balloting for local and 
rural councils that swept 
away the last vestiges of 
white-minority rule, which 
was eliminated on the 


national level with seminal 
democratic elections in 
April 1994. 

Fighting between support- 
ers of the ANC and the Zulu 
nationalist Inkatha Freedom 
Party in the province has 
claimed thousands of lives 
over the past decade. 
Disputes over election 
boundaries forced the post- 
ponement of voting until 
March 27. 

Concluding, a two-day 
rovincial party congress 
unday, the ANC caHed on 
President Nelson Mandela's 

i : 


government to ensure elec- 
tions security and the arrest 
of anyone found disrupting 
the poll or intimidating vot- 
ers or election officials. 

The ANC claimed that tra- 
ditional chieft in some rural 
areas, most of whom are 
allied with Inkatha, had 
intimidated residents into 
not registering for the elec- 
tions. 

Kwazulu-Natal was one 
of only two of South 
Africa’s nine provinces that 
Mr. Mandela’s ANC failed 
to win in last year’s voting. 


The other. Western Cape, 
showed a massive shift 
away from the white-led 
National Party, which ruled 
under apartheid, towards 
the ANC in last week’s 
polling. 

However, voting has also 
been postponed until next 
spring in National Party- 
controlled Cape Town, 
South Africa’s second- 
largest city after 
Johannesburg, due to 
boundary disputes. 


Haiti Senate 


Ireland frees 4 moire LRA prisoners 


clears 
Werleigh as 
first woman 
leader 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(R) — The Senate 

approved Claudette 
Werleigh as Haiti’s first 
woman Prime Minister 
Sunday, one of the last 
major hurdles before she is 
confirmed as Haiti’s new 
premier. 

The Chamber of Deputies 
is due to debate Ms. 
Werleigh’s appointment 
Monday. A majority is 
needed for ratification. 

Fourteen senators 
approved Ms. Werleigh’s 
nomination with three 
abstentions and none 
against. The vote followed 
six hours of debate after 
Ms. Werleigh presented her 
policy priorities in a speech 
to the upper chamber. 

Ms. Werleigh, 49, was 
acting minister of foreign 
affairs when Prime 
Minister Smarck Michel 
resigned on Ocl 16 over 
differences with President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide on 
privatisation of Haiti’s 
national industries. 

Samuel Madistin, vice- 
president of the Senate, 
chastised Ms. Werleigh for 
not being clear on the pri- 
vatisation issue in her 
address, a major policy 
statement meant to give 
lawmakers an idea of how 
she plans to run the coun- 
try. 

“The last decision on pri- 
vatisation will come after 
all the forces in the nation 
have commenced a nation- 
al debate," Ms. Werleigh 
said. 

Privatisation is critical 
for Haiti. Donor nations in 
January pledged more than 
$1 billion in aid on the con- 
dition that Haiti could sell 
or lease nine state-owned 
enterprises. 

Ms. Werleigh said her 
priorities would be literacy, 
agrarian reform, increasing 
national production and 
revitalising the Tourism 
Industry. 

Haiti, the Western hemi- 
sphere's poorest nation, has 
an illiteracy rate of more 
than 80 per cem. 


DUBLIN (R) — Four Irish 
Republican guerrillas were 
released early from a 
Dublin jail Monday as part 
of the Irish government’s 
attempts to further the 
Northern Ireland peace 
process. 

Two of them went straight 
to court for an extradition 
hearing in which Britain 
will press for them to be 
handed over for another 
trial. 

Ness an Quinlivan and 
Pearse McCauley shot their 
way out of a London jail in 
1991 while awaiting trial on 
charges of conspiracy to 
murder and cause explo- 
sions. 

They were arrested in 


Ireland two years later and 
sentenced to four and six- 
year sentences for arms 
possession. 

Qiunlivan and McCauley 
are regarded by Britain as 
key members of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
and their escape from jail 
caused a furore. They were 
accused of conspiring to 
murder british brewery 
executive Sir Charles 
Tidbuzy in 1990. 

They are expected to con- 
test efforts to have them 
extradited and the proce- 
dure could go on for 
months. 

The two other IRA prison- 
ers freed Monday before 
completing their jail sen- 


tences were from Dublin 
and were serving 10 and 12 
years respectively for 
armed robbery. 

The releases brought to 36 
the number of IRA prison- 
ers granted early freedom 
by the Irish government 
over the past 18 months. 

Rival Republican and 
Protestant guerrilllas 
declared ceasefires last year 
in their 25-year battle over 
British rule of Northern 
Ireland. But the search for a 
permanent political settle- 
ment is deadlocked over 
British demands that both 
sides hand in their weapons 
before peace talks can start. 


Hanoi expels 2 Vietnamese-Americans 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam has 
expelled two Vietnamese- 
Americans jailed in August 
for plotting to overthrow 
the government, Vietna- 
mese and U.S. officials said 
Monday, removing an 
obstacle to improved trade 
ties between Hanoi and 
Washington. 

A Vietnamese official in 
Ho Chi Minb City, who 
asked not to be named, said 
Nguyen Tan Tri and Tran 
Quang Liem had been 
deported from Vietnam 
Sunday morning, within 
hours of an announcement 
by the official Vietnam 
News Agency (VNA) of 
Hanoi’s decision to expel 
them. 

The move was confirmed 
by a U.S. embassy 
spokesman in Hanoi who 
said the pair bad been 
placed on a flight to 
Bangkok before being sent 
back to the United States. 

The spokesman said he 


did not have details of their 
expected arrival time in the 
United States, but under- 
stood the pair were flying to 
Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tri and Mr. Liem 
were first arrested in 
November of 1993, and 
placed on trial in Ho Chi 
Minh City in August They 
were sentenced along with 
seven Vietnamese nationals 
to varying prison terms on 
subversion charges. 

The decision to deport 
them marks an about-turn 
for Hanoi which had earlier 
indicated they would have 
to serve their foil prison 
sentences before being 
expelled. 

It also follows pressure 
from Washington, which 
had criticised the decision 
to jail them saying the pair 
were “peacefully” asserting 
their political views. 

The United States added 
at the time that such behav- 
iour would make it harder 


for Hanoi to win trade ben- 
efits it seeks from Congress. 

U.S. diplomats and busi- 
ness executives in Hanoi 
declined comment on the 
case Monday, but the move, 
which came on the eve of a 
series of visits by U.S. trade 
representatives and cultural 
groups to Hanoi, was wel- 
comed in private by mem- 
bers of the American com- 
munity in the Vietnamese 
capital. 

“Obviously when one of 
the designated human rights 
candidates gets freed it 
removes a potential prob- 
lem,” said one business 
executive, who refused to 
be named. 

“It’s a good step, it’ll take 
away another obstacle,” he 
added. 

The United States formal- 
ly established foil diplomat- 
ic ties with Vietnam in Aug. 
20 years after the end of the 
Vietnam War. 


Armenia’s nuclear plant starts 


generating electricity again 


YEREVAN (R) — An Ar- 
menian nuclear power plant 
near the capital Yerevan has 
started generating electrici- 
ty again after lying idle for 
over six years following a 
devastating 1988 earth- 
quake. a government 
spokesman said. 

The first block of the 
reactor, located in Metsa- 
mor, 25 kilometres south- 
west of Yerevan, began pro- 


ducing 50 megawatts of 
electricity a day Sunday, the 
spokesman told Reuters. 

But Yerevan’s residents, 
starved of heat and light, 
were still receiving electric- 
ity for only about an hour a 
day. 

The power station, with a 
capacity of 450 megawatts 
a day, would gradually 
increase output as winter 
takes hold in this Trans-cau- 


casian republic, the spokes- 
man said. 

The Metsamor plant was 
undamaged by the 1988 
earthquake that killed over 
25,000 people, but it was 
subsequently closed due to 
public worries about its 
safety. 

The government, facing a 
crisis due to chronic elec- 
tricity shortages, decreed in 
1993 it would be reopened 
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Cause that lives 


THERE WERE many ominous signals in the past 
that extremism in Israel was getting out of 
control. But ail these signals remained unheeded. 
The assassin of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
was not just Yigal Amir, who pulled the trigger 
Saturday and pumped three bullets into him. The 
profile of the killer shows beyond a shadow of 
doubt that what stood behind Amir was a 
movement nurtured on hate, fanaticism, and 
overzealous attachment to a dangerous dream 
otherwise known as ‘‘greater Israel” encompas- 
sing all the occupied Arab territories. 

The assassin himself is said to be a member of a 
shadowy group of hardliners called Eyal, an 
acronym for the “Fighting Jewish Organisa- 
tion,'* which appears to be an offshoot of the 
racist anti-Arab Kach movement founded by 
Meir Kahane. Eyal was also affiliated with 
another hawkish faction called the “Swords of 
David,'’ which made its intentions known well in 
advance when it issued clear threats that Rabin 
must die. Ail these splinter groups, which found 
comfort and support in the posture of the Likud 
Party and other rightists against giving np the 
West Bank, were devout believers in the notion 
that Jews have a Biblical birthright to all of 
former Palestine. Many armed Jewish settlers 
are part and parcel of this movement whose 
leaders also called on the Israeli armed forces to 
disobey military orders over redeployment in the 
West Bank in accordance with the Oslo II 
agreement. 

In retrospect, the Kach member who mas- 
sacred 29 Palestinian worshippers in Hebron’s A1 
Ibrahimi Mosque in 1994 was no different from 
the new assassin Amir. The same goes for the 
religious fanatic who tried to burn down the A1 
Aqsa Mosque in 1968 in order to make room for 
the reconstruction of the so-called Temple Mount 
synagogue and for the right-wing extremist who 
threw a hand grenade on a Peace Now movement 
rally in 1983, killing one person, Emil Gruns- 
weig, and injuring several others. It came as no 
surprise, therefore, that Amir told the police that 
he acted on God’s orders and that he had no 
regrets over what he did. The only surprise was 
the failure by the late prune minister, his 
government and the Israeli security apparatus to 
take such threats seriously enough and do 
something about them. 

The anatomy of Israeli extremism is such that 
it should not have been taken lightly, or even 
encouraged, before the very eyes of Israeli 
government and security forces. Above ail the 
followers of all the radical factions in Israel 
should not have been allowed to carry arms and 
act as bandits, particularly in the occupied 
territories. What started as verbal abuse againsf 
the peace activists in the region ended up as 
physical violence without an iota of repentance. 
Rabin thus became the principal victim of a 
phenomenon that should have been checked long 
ago. 

As the body of the prime minister was laid to 
rest yesterday, ail manifestations of extremism 
should have been obvious to all the world leaders 
who paid homage to him. It is incumbent on 
those leaders, particularly the Israelis, to join 
and step up the fight against fanaticism and 
extremism and to make additional commitments 
to advance the cause of peace. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WHILE EXPRESSING regret over the death of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and condemnation of all 
forms of acts of terror. A1 Ra'i Arabic daily Monday 
blamed the Israeli government for not acting in advance to 
stem the hostile spirit of the extremists against peace. The 
Israeli government, which has witnessed or condoned 
similar acts of terrorism practised by the Jewish settlers 
against the Arabs, should have taken drasric measures to 
deter such anions and should have prevented the settlers 
and other extremist elements from carrying weapons, said 
the daily. The extremists were allowed to stage hostile 
marches and protests against the Arabs, against peace and 
against Rabin who they described as a Nazi leader working 
against the Zionists interests, said the paper. The be- 
haviour has created an atmosphere within the Israeli 
society filled with hatred towards not only the Palestinians 
but also towards the ruling Labour-led government, added 
the paper. 

IN THE view of Mohammad Kawash, a columnist in A1 
Dust our. Rabin's murderer Yigal Amir was the natural 
product of a society filled with malice, extremism and 
hatred towards the "world. The terrorist was born to a 
society inclined towards waging war on the Arabs and 
occupying their lands and treating the Palestinians with the 
utmost forms of cruelty, a policy that has helped to keep 
the Jewish society in Israel somewhat united, said the 
writer. Once the Israeli government opted for peace with 
the Arabs, it opened the way for splits within this society 
whose extremists elements have obviously chosen to 
disregard dialogue and other forms of democracy and 
resort to force to have their own way, he continued. The 
murder of Rabin signals the beginning of the decadence of 
the Israeli society which has fomented and fostered hatred 
and malice against the Arab people in general and the 
Palestinians in particular, said the writer. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khonri 


Yitzhak Rabin’s complex political and human legacy 


THE ASSASSINATION of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on Saturday and his very moving burial yesterday 
have unleashed a torrent of accolades whose emotionalism 
is understandable m terms of the human loss to his family 
and his countrymen and women, but whose historicity will 
require rather more time to be accurately judged. I 
sincerely join all those who have expressed their condo- 
lences to the Rabin family and to the people of Israel on the 
loss of a man with remarkable leadership qualities. He 
should not have died like this. He deserved to live out his 
life and to see and enjoy the full fruits of the peace process 
that he had personally initiated along with other Israeli and 
Arab leaders. 

The full implications and context of his death will be 
determined by the passage of time, and the verdict of 
history. That historical record, from the Arab perspective, 
is mixed, but, I would argue, is also largely favourable to 
him and to his personal and political legacy. His assassina- 
tion speaks much about his own person and about the 
condition of Israeli society. It is important for us to try to 
sort out all aspects of what his life represented, so that we 
may continue to build upon his positive contributions to 
modern Middle Eastern history while containing and 


minimising the more problematic aspects of his career and 
politics. We need to apply the same criteria in assessing his 


life as he applied in conducting it: the triumph of reason 
over emotionalism, and of peace-making over militarism 
and warfare. 

The first thing that strikes me about this assassination in 
political terms is that it represents a sad, tragic yet probably 
inevitable Middle Easternisation of Israeli political culture. 
The fact that this is the first assassination of an Israeli 
national leader by an Israeli citizen reflects the ugly 
ascendancy of the politics of militant absolutism within 
Israeli society. Assassinations themselves are not necessari- 
ly a fatal blow to democracy, as the American experience 
shows; theological militarism, ideological absolutism and 
territorial exdusionism, however, are very serious political 
ailments (hat plague much of our beloved Middle East, of 
which Israel is becoming an integral part. 

The right-wing violence and messianic extremism that 
defined Mr. Rabin's assassin did not emanate from a 
historical vacuum. The politics of Zionist colonialism that 
was manifested most dramatically in the expansion of 
armed Jewish settlements in occupied Palestinian lands 
since 1967 has been clearly defended and often militarily 
and economically protected by policies of successive 
Labour- and Likud-led governments. Hie tragedy of Mr. 
Rabin's assassination should not blind us to the historical 
reality of the Labour Party’s active acquiescence in the 
growth and political power of the rightist camp in Israel. 
The manner in which Mr. Rabin's peace-making govern- 
ment had shielded the armed colonist-settlers from the 
dictates of Zionist redeployment during the last two years 


of the Oslo peace process is a stark historical fact that will 
not disappear before the many positive aspects of his 
character. How the Zionist right’s substantial power in 
Israel plays itself out remains to be seen. 

It has been obvious for years that the ideological clash 
between the Labour and Likud factions within Israeli 
political life would not simply fade away, but rather would, 
lead to a more violent confrontation. I and 'others have 
suggested that an Israeli civil war was inevitable, and this 
killing is. sadly, one of its most serious results. It is unlikely 
to be its only or its last manifestation. 

. After a period of mourning and of paying respects to Mr. 
Rabin's memory. Israeli society is going to have to deal 
with the consequences of having allowed the colonial and 
militaristic mentality of Israeli rightists to expand over the 
last several decades. A major ideological battle is being 
waged in Israel today between those forces of compromise 
and reason that Mr. Rabin represented, and those forces of 
absolutism and extremism that the Likud and its crazed 
rightist militaristic sympathisers represent. It is unpleasant 
to see Israelis fighting out an ideological battle by 
subjugating Arabs or by killing each other, but this is 
precisely what we are witnessing within Israel today. For 
the sake of the Israeli people and for all the people of our 
region, we should hope that the ideological civil war in 
Israel is brief and non-violent. But we would be naive to 
expect it to disappear quickly. 

Our hope is that the brand of realism that Mr. Rabin 
represented will triumph over the fanaticism of the loonie 
right. A similar ideological struggle has been waged within 
Arab society for several decades, and has resulted, to date, 
in the triumph of Arab realism and moderation, as 
represented by the policies to leaders such as King Hussein 
and President Arafat. These are not easy policies to 
pursue, because they require people to make compromises 
and choices that they would normally prefer to avoid. Most 
of the Arab countries involved have suffered their own dvil 
wars, in various forms, with various degrees of violence, 
and at various moments of modem history. Now it is 
Israel's turn. This civil war is both the perplexing price of 
membership in the Middle Eastern club of modern Oriental 
political culture, and history's cruel revenge for having 
appeased the militant right for so many decades. 

The Labour Party's legacy is very mixed, the personal 
legacy of Mr. Rabin is far more positive. Despite Mr. 
Rabin's long track record of the use of severe violence 
against Palestinians and other Arabs during most of his life, 
including his particularly vulgar and ineffective “iron fist" 
policy in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip, his 
greatest legacy is that he understood and grasped the 
historical moment when Israel had to assure its security by 
political rather than by military means. Mr. Rabin was a 
dedicated professional soldier who fought bravely in 
several wars. His greatest achievement is that he under- 


«ood the limits of soldiering; he recognised the point 
beyond which military might alone 
security He was able to appreciate the importance of 
Israelnrecognition of the national rights of th e Paj^m am 
as a prerequisite for genuine peace, and he putewl ^ 
political courage to lead his people into a political 

Smpromire wth the Palestinians that ^ triggered a 
peace agreement with Jordan and a gradual movement 
towards reconciliation and peaceful coexistence with the 
other Arab states in this region. ■ . 

We should posthumously acknowledge the historical 
importance of Mr. Rabin's realisation that he could not 
foiwCT preserve the security of Israel or the Jewish people 
by the force of arms, or by perpetual physical occupation of 
Arab lands. These are not easy positions for an Israeli 
general to adopt, but Mr. Rabin adopred them in the end 
because he allowed his humanism to tnumph over his 
infatuation with the power of guns and the insecurity of 
Jews. I suspect that the majority of Israelis share tas views, 
and this is why he could consistently carry a small majority 
of Israelis in his peace-making policies. I hope we can 
believe — as I do — that the accolades now being poured 
on Mr. Rabin do not necessarily distinguish or separate Um 
from the rest of his countrymen and women, but rafter 
mirror the rational, peace-and-justice sentirnente t^at 
define the majority of Israelis. It was to his credit that he 
seized the historical opportunity to give his people the 
chance to validate his cautious moves towards peace 
through recognition of the national reality of the Palesti- 
nian people and the PLO. and his determination to make 
just peace with the other neighbouring Arab states. - 

The intellectual, moral and historical force that will 
forever define Mr. Rabin's legacy, and that causes me and 
others in the Arab World to mourn his loss, is change. He 
changed for the better as he grew, and he matured, 
politically as he assumed national power and responsibility. 
He understood the primacy of Palestinian and Arab dignity 
and justice as determinants of Mideast peace and security 
that were as important as military means and strategic 
security doctrines. He was convinced that change for the 
better would also define the peace processes that he had 
unleashed with King Hussein and Yasser Arafat, despite 
many people’s uneasiness with the logistics and speafics of- 
those peace processes. He understood before he died that 
soldiering was a vocation, that warfare was even an. 
inevitability that plagued Arab and Israeli states, but. that 
justice — even achieved slowly and incrementally — was a 
far more important value that defined the Arab and Israeli 
people and their shared Semitic cultural legacy. He ended 
his life on a complex note of realism, patience, humanism, 
determination, and hope; in doing so. at the end of his long 
and rich career he probably set the best example of his fife. 
Let us hope that his example has left a permanent mark on 
his people. 


Rabin is victim of ‘messianic’ violence 


By Michael Jansen 


AS THEY buried their 
slain Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. Israelis be- 
gan to criticise the “cli- 
mate of violence" in 
their society which en- 
couraged Rabin's assas- 
sin to strike, and, among 
a certain constituency, 
gave legitimacy to his 
action. 

For many Israelis the 
most shocking aspect of 
the aftermath of the 
assassination was the 
fact that a minority of 
schoolchildren cele- 
brated Rabin’s killing 
when they returned to 
classes on Sunday morn- 
ing. Headmasters called 
upon the government to 
"provide counselling” 
for such pupils. 

Although leaders of 
the militant settler 
movement, like Rabbi 
Eleazer Waldman of 
Kiryat Arab near Heb- 
ron. condemned the act 
of assassination, they 
continued to condemn 
Rabin's policy of “giving 
away the Land of 
Israel.” and were totally 
unreprentant in their cri- 
ticisms. 

Interior Minister 
Ehud E‘ ~ak. the former 
armed forces chief-of- 
staff. regretted past inac- 
tion against violent ele- 
ments and stated that 
people who committed 
verbal or physical vio- 
lence against politicians 


are during demonstra- 
tions would be prose- 
cuted. 

And Education Minis- 
ter Amnon Rubinstein, 
speaking from Tel Aviv 
shortly after the murder, 
blamed the Likud and 
other right-wing par- 
liamentary opposition 
parties for legitimising 
abusive behaviour to- 
wards politicians who 
support the peace pro- 


Although the Likud 
leader. Benyamin 
Netanyahu, attempted 
to fend off such accusa- 
tions. Israeli analysts ex- 
pect there will be a 
popular backlash against 
the opposition for its ex- 
cesses. a backlash which 
Labour hopes might give 
it victory in the 1996 
Knesset elections. (This 
backlash would, howev- 
er. have to be sustained 
for many months be- 
cause an election can 
only take place 100 days 
after the dissolution of 
parliament. 

Violence has always 
been an aspect of Israeli 
society, violence against 
Arab and Palestinians, 
violence against the Brit- 
ish during the colonial 
period and violence 
among Jews. Moshe 
Menhuin, writing about 
his boyhood in Tel Aviv 
before World War I. was 
repelled by the violence 
of the Ultraorthodox 
against secular Jewis. 


Rabin himself contri- 
buted to the “climate of ». 
violence” and the appear 
tite for violence when, as” 
defence minister durign 
the opening months of 
the intifada, he ordered 
young recruits to beat 
Palestinian demonstra- 
tors and "break their 
bones.” Rabin also con- 
tributed to the climate of 
violence by dehumanis- 
ing Israel's Arab oppo- 
nents by calling them 


periencing. This vio- 
lence was first directed 
by right-wing supporters 
of the war against left- 
wing opponents. The 
violence climaxed in 
February 1983 when 
rightists threw a -grenade 
at a Peace Now march 
and killed a protesting 
paratrooper, Emil 
Grunsweight. who had 
served in Lebanon in 
spite of his opposition to 
war. It was during this 


“Although the Likud and other 


right-wing parties are now expected to 
trim their rhetoric and try to lower the 
temperature in the political debate 

. I t I. - Y ...» Ba. i 


now taking place in Israel, it is unlike- 
ly that they will pacify their followers 
for long because the debate is seen by 
them, and by the peace camp, as 
existential, a debate on whether there 
is a Jewish state in a small Israel or, a 
Biblical-style Jewish state in the 
whole Land of Israel.” 


“terrorists,” an epithet 
which his rightist critics 
exploited by accusing 
Rabin of collusion with 
the “terrorists” and of 
becoming a "terrorist” 
himself, depicting him 
wearing the "terrorist” 
headdress of Yasser 
Arafat, his partner in 
peace. 

It was the 1992 Leba- 
non war that sparked the 
kind of violent political 
activity Israel is now ex- 


period that the violent 
right attained legitimacy 
under the umbrella of 
the ruling Likud Party. 
During this demonstra- 
tion their chant was 
“Sharon. Sharon!,*' in 
support of the defence 
minister forced out of 
office by the Sabra- 
Shatila massacre in- 


quiry. 

The violent right has 
sheltered under this 
umbrella since then, and 


this has deterred the pre- 
sent Labour government *- 
from taking action 
against these groupings 
and individuals. 

The violence that kil- 
led Rabin can be catego- 
rised as “messianic,” the 
violence of those who 
believe Israel is the 
“Land God Promised 
the Jewish People” and 
for whom the return of 
any land to its native 
Palestinians is anathe- 
ma. This type of vio- 
lence flowed from the 
characterisation as 
"miraculaous” Israel's 
victory over the Arabs 
and conquest of the 
West Bank and Gaza in 
1967. A majority of 
Israelis came to depict 
Israel's success in the so- 
called six-day war as “a 
miracle” which enabled 
them to secure the “en- 
tire Land of Israel.” 
which, should, because 
God-given, never be 
alienated. The Israeli re- 
ligious establishment 
adopted the victory as a 
modem “miracle" and 
moved to the right of the 
political spectrum. The 
Labour Party encour- 
aged Israelis to think in 
such terms and the 
Likud, after it came to 
power, solidified atti- 
tudes by calling the West 
Bank "Judea and 
Samaria. a practice 
Labour continued after 
it came to power in 1992. 

Thus, it is not surpris- 


tion. 

Although the Likud 
and other right-wing 
parties are now expected 
to trim their rhetoric and 
try to lower the tempera- 
ture in the political de- 
bate now taking place in 
Israel, it is unlikely that 
they will pacify their fol- 
lowers for long because 
the debate is seen by 
them, and by the peace 
camp, as existential,' a 
debate on whether there 
is a Jewish state in a 
small Israel or, a 
Biblical-style Jewish 
state in the “whoIeXand 
of Israel.” It will be in 
vain to hope that this 
debate will remain cod 
during the coming elec- 
tion campaign, though 
the security forces may 
now tiy to’ contain the 
most violent elements in 
the society. Too late to 
save the life of Yitzhak 
Rabin and. perhaps, too 
late to inhibit further 
polarisation in Israeli 
society and to save the 
peace process. 


Rabin slaying raises questions about peace process 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 


TEL AVIV — The assas- 
sin’s bullet may slow 
Israel's plans to withdraw 
from the West Bank, but it 
is not expected to halt the 
peace process. 

At least initially, the 
slaying of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak, Rabin has para- 
lysed Israel, and it may take 
weeks for Shimon Peres, 
the new leader, to quell the 
internal turmoil. 

The key question is 
whether Mr. Peres can sus- 
tain the existing govern- 
ment. which holds a one- 
vote majority in the 120- 
seat parliament, without 
entering into extended poli- 


tical negotiations. 

If so. Mr. Peres will not 
hesitate to move quickly to 
fulfill the Israel-PLO plan 
for ending Israel's occupa- 
tion of West Bank towns 
and villages and holding. 
Palestinian elections before 
Jan. 20. 

“You cannot kill the no- 
ble and great idea of peace. 
There is nothing else we can 
do as comrades, as friends, 
but to continue along a 
great road paved by a great 
leader,” Mr. Peres told re- 
porters. 

In that, Mr. Peres has a 
willing partner in Yasser 
Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader who made dear his 
concern that the killing of 
Mr. Rabin would not be a 


pretext for freezing the pro- 
cess just as Israel was 
poised to leave the first 
major city on Nov, 19. 

“I hope. that... the 
Israelis and 'the Palestinians 
have the ability to over- 
come this tragedy against 
the peace process and the 
whole situation in the Mid- 
dle East.” Mr. Arafat told 
reporters. 

Palestinian sources said 
the shooting heightened 
concern that Mr. Arafat 
would become a target from 
Jewish settlers, and the 
Palestinian leader ordered 
his security forces on 
heightened alert. 

The most likely scenario 
was that in the short term 
die Israeli-Palcstinian peace 


process would gain momen- 
tum, in part because the 
right-wing opposition will 
have suffered a blow to its 
credibility. 

“The peace process isn’t 
going to be derailed.” said 
Ariel Mcrari. a Tel Aviv 
University expert on poli- 
tical violence. “On the con- 
trary. the assassination win 
make violent opposition in 
Israel less powerful than 
before.” 

Yossi Alphcr. a political 
sdentist. said delay of the 
peace process would de- 
pend in large measure on 
whether Israeli elections — 
set for November 1996 — 
would be held early. 

"If there are early elec- 
tions, it might conceivably 


cause a freeze in the pro- 
cess." he said. "On the 
other hand it may produce a 
wave of support for the 
process. It is loo early to 
say.” 

In the longer term. Mr. 
Peres lacks Mr. Rabin's 
ability to call on a military 
background to lend credi- 
bility to his decision- 
making. Mr, Rabin was a 
former chief of staff who 
spent 28 years in uniform 
while Mr. Peres docs not 
have battlefield experience. 

Insiders suggest Mr. 
Peres may be able to shore 
up his position by giving the 
defence ministry job — 
which Mr. Rabin kept for 
himself — to the interior 
minister, former army chief 


of staff Ehud Barak. 

If so. the government 
may be able to enter the 
next phases of the peace 
process — negotiations with 
Syria and talks with the 
Palestinians on the final sta- 
tus of Jewish settlements, 
Jerusalem, borders and re- 
fugees. The talks on final 
status are scheduled to start 
next May. 

A government official 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity smd the West 
Bank withdrawal could be 
slowed by a matter of days 
but that it was likely the 
end-of-year deadline would 
be met for completing the 
puiloack and arranging 
Palestinian elections before 
Jan. 20. 
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*Two Algerians indicted 
for bombings in France 


PARIS (Agencies) — Two 
Algerians were indicated on 
Monday m connection with a 
wave of terrorist bombings 
across France which have kil- 
led seven people and wound- 
ed rwariy 200 since last July 
25. 

The two were each charged 
in connection with different 
aiiacks in the series of eight 
bombings and attempted 
bombings blamed on the 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA) f which is fighting to 
overthow the military-backed 
Algerian government and 
blames France for backing 
the Algiers regime. 

Anti-terrorist Judge Jean- 
.Louts Bruguiere charged 
Omar Allaoui, alias Smain 
Ait Aii Belkaccm, 27, with 
attempted murder for an 
attack on a Paris under- 
ground train last month 
which injured 28 people. 
jucficiaJ sources said. 

Mr. Allaoui was one of 
three men arrested last 
i' Thursday at Villeneuve 
• d’Ascq, near Lille in north- 
eastern France, for allegedly 
planning to bomb a market in 
the northern French city. 

Judge Bruguiere also' in- 
dicted Boualem Bensaid. 28 
— whose arrest last week 
preceded a number of arrests 
m France and London — 
with an October 6 blast at the 
Matson Blanche metro sta- 
tion in Paris. 

Bensaid was also charged 
by Magistrate Laurence le 
Veit with involvement in 
planting a bomb that failed to 
go off on a Paru-Lyon high- 
speed TGV train line last 
August, near Lyon. 

Police have said his finger- 
prints were found on 1 gas 
canisters left on the railway 
line and at the scene of the 
Maison Blanche blast. 

The Maison Blanche blast 
was believed to be in retalia- 
tion for the police killing of 
Algerian-born terrorist sus- 
pect Khaled Kelkal in a vil- 
lage west of Lyon of the same 
name. 

Kelkal’s fingerprints w$re 
also found on the gas canister 


bomb left on the high-speed 
railway line. 

Scotland Yard meanwhile 
maintained the heat on Lon- 
don's Algerian Islamic com- 
munity after a spate of 
weekend arrests in connec- 
tion with attacks in France 
claimed by Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

A spokeswoman said two 
men arrested Saturday under 
Britain’s Prevention of Ter- 
rorism Act, and an unspeci- 
fied number arrested on Sun- 
day. were all still in custody 
midday Monday. 

She declined to give their 
names or nationalities. But 
one detained Saturday was 
identified by police sources as 
Abdul Kader Benouis. also 
known as Abu Fares. The 
British press said the second 
one was Farouk Deneche. 

Mr. Abu Fares, considered 
by Algeria as a long-time 
member of the Armed Isla- 
mic Group (GIA), was sent- 
enced to death in absentia in 
Algeria in connection with a 
1992 attack that killed nine 
and injured 123 at the Algiers 
airport. 

Parisian authorities consid- 
er him one of the brains 
behind the blasts in France 
since July. 

Algerian sources said Mr. 
Abu Fares is close to pur- 
ported GIA head Djamcl 
Zitouni. 

Farouk Deneche was said 
in press reports to be the 
brother of Abdul Karim De- 
neche, an Algerian suspected 
in the first Paris bombing in 
July, and who Sweden has 
refused to extradite to 
France. 

The Scotland Yard spokes- 
woman declined to say how 
many persons were arrested 
on Sunday, but said the raids 
included the seizure of inspe- 
cted “documents.” 

The suspects were being 
held in London's high- 
security Paddington Green 
jail under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act, which allows 
detention for periods of up to 


48 hours without charge or 
warrant. 

A special order from the 
. Home Office would be re- 
quired to extend the deten- 
tion without charge, but then 
only to a maximum of five 
additional days, There was 
no indication that an exten- 
tion had been requested. 

The British press said the 
suspects were to be ques- 
tioned by French police and 
investigating magistrates ex- 
pected in Condon on Mon- 
day. Bin Scotland Yard de- 
nied this, saying only that 
they were “liaising with 
French police." 

Neither Scotland Yard nor 
the Home Office would com- 
ment on reports of interna- 
tional arrest warrants or a 
French extradition request 
concerning any of those being 
held. 

British press reports, quot- 
ing intelligence sources, said 
Mr. Abu Fares had asked 
Britain for political asylum 
about a year ago and has 
been living here on public 
assistance while his case is 
under consideration. 

The reports said he headed 
the London extremist Arabic 
language underground news- 
paper A1 Ansar, considered 
to be a voice of the GIA. 

Ai Ansar, distributed prin- 
cipally outside London mos- 
ques after Friday prayers, has 
called for the assassination of 
Westerners and Algerian 
government representatives. 

The weekend arrests were 
seen as a sign that Britain, 
accused by France and by 
Arab ambassadors here of 
having too soft an approach 
to extremists, was adopting a 
more heavy-handed attitude. 

The arrests came three 
days after Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkina warned he 
intended to take “a very, 
very hard line” against Isla- 
mic extremists seeking to 
promote terrorism from Brit- 
ish soil. 

It was, said Mr. Rifkind, 
“out of the question that 
Great Britain should become 
an exporter of terrorism.” 


King reaffi™ to stay course of peace 
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(Continued fkom page M ei< 


to me, speaking of peace, 
speaking about dreams and 
hopes for generations to 
come that must live in peace, 
enjoy human dignity, come 
together work together to 
bund a better future that is 
our right. 

“Never in all my thoughts 
would it occur to me that my 
first visit to Jerusalem in re- 
' sponse to your invitation, the 
invitation of the speaker of 
the Knesset, the invitation of 
the president of Israel, would 
be oar such an occasion. 

“You lived as a soldier. 
You died as a soldier for 
peace, and I believe it is time 
for all of us to come out 
openly and to speak of peace. 
Not here today but for all the 
times to come. We belong to 
the camp of peace. We be- 
lieve in peace. We believe 
that our one God wishes us to 
live m peace and wishes 
peace upon us. For these are 
His teachings to all the fol- 
lowers of the three great 
monotheistic religions, the 
children of Abraham. 

“Let’s not keep silent. Let 
t oar voices rise high to speak 
of our commitment to peace 
for all times to come and let 
us tell those who live in dark- 
ness who are the enemies of 
light and true faith and reli- 
gion and the teachings of our 


one God. This is where we 
stand. This is our camp. 

“Maybe God will bless you 
with the realisation that you 
must join it, and we pray that 
you will. But otherwise we 
are not ashamed, nor are we 
afraid, nor are we anything 
but determined to conclude 
the legacy for which my 
friend fell as did my grand- 
father in this very dry when I 
was with him as but a young 
boy. 

“He was a man of courage, 
a man of vision, and he was 
endowed with one of the 
greatest virtues that any man 
can have. He was endowed 
with humility. 

“He had courage. He had 
vision, and be had a commit- 
ment to peace. And, standing 
here, I commit before you. 
before my’people in Jordan, 
and before the world, myself 
to continue to do the utmost 
to ensure that we shall leave a 
similar legacy. 

“And when my time com- 
es. I hope it will be tike my . 
grandfather’s, and like Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s. 

“So many live and so many 
inevitably die. This is the will 
of God. This is the way of the 
world. But those who are 
fortunate and lucky in life are 
those who leave something 
behind. And you are such a 
man, my friend. 


“The peaceful people m 
the majority of my country, 
of the Armed Forces and 
people who once were your 
enemies are somber today 
and their hearts are heavy. 
Let us hope and pray that 
God will give us all guidance 
each in his respective position 
to do what He can for the 
better future that Yitzhak 
Rabin sought. 

“As long as I live I will be 
proud to have known him to 
have worked with him as a 
brother, as a friend, and as a 
man. And the relationship of 
friendship we had was some- 
thing unique and I am proud 
of that.” 

Earlier King Hussein ex- 
pressed his condolences to 
the wife of the slain Israeli 
prime minister. 

"There are no words that 
can express one’s feelings at 
the sense of personal Joss that 
I have over a friend, of a 
colleague, of a man I admired 
and respected," he told 
Israeli radio. 

' “Condolences from all of 
us who belong to the peace 
camp,” he said after paying 
his respects to Leah Rabin. 

"We feel committed to 
pursue the same path to re- 
main committed to his mem- 
ory and accomplish our duty 
to future generations," said 
the King. 


Arafat mourns ‘brave friend 51 


(Continued from page 1) 
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occupied Arab territories, 
said a hand of hatred had 
struck down Mr. Rabin. 

“Once again the cruel hand 
of intolerance and hatred has 
struck down a leader who had 
the courage to choose the 
path' of peace oiit of the 
wilderness of endless war,” 
tbeWCC declared in a state- 
ment from its general secret- 
ary; Konrad Reiser. 

“Israel, the Middle East 
and the world are. impover- 
ished by this ignominious 
deed and the loss it has 
caused,” said Mr. Reiser, 
also a' leader of Germany’s 
evangelical church. 

“As prime minister, Yit- 
zhak Rabin was wise enough 
to see that in these lands, 
considered holy by those who 
follow -the three Abrahamic 
faiths, there must be room 
for ab.- and a way to live 
together m peace. 

; “May God grant that those 
who resist such a choice take 
Yj** tragedy as a warning and 
ks anopportunity to turn 
towfffls-.the promise of a 
toniiQon future for Israel and 
** neighbours," the state- 
■ toeat added. 

Se^aal-Gulf Arab news- 


papers said they expected 
acting Mr. Peres to pursue 
the peace process more vigor- 
ously than Mr. Rabin. 

“The Middle East peace 
process will not be very much 
affected by Rabin's dis- 
appearance,” the United 
Arab Emirates paper AI 
Bayan said. “It’s Hue Rabin 
was prime minister but the 
real architect of this process 
is Shimon Peres.” 

“Peres will now realise that 
his only chance to win the 
next legislative elections is to 
reach a comprehensive 
peace. It can be foreseen that 
he wfll cake rapid and more 
effective initiatives,” AI 
Bayan said. 

The Saudi newspaper AI 
Bilad said, '’Shimon Peres 
will without a doubt pursue 
the peace policy of his prede- 
cessor, especially because he 
is more favourable to it and 
has always shown more flex- 
ibility” in the negotiations. 

In Doha, the Qatari news- 
paper AI Arab said “military 
men tike Rabin, who made 
war on the Arabs, cannot 
achieve" a just and compre- 
hensive peace. 


Settlers 

rejoice 

(Continued from page 12) 

capital are delighted over the 
assassination of Mr. Rabin. . 

A poll conducted by 
Akhbar newspaper on Sun- 
day showed that 64 per cent 
of dty residents "felt satis- 
fied” over Mr. Rabin's death 
“because of his responsibil- 
ity" for the killing of Sha- 
qaqi. 

Another 31.2 per cent of 
the residents said they felt 
“indifferent” about Mr. 
Rabin's fate and 4.8 had “no 
special feelings ” according 
to die daily. 

However, 55.6 per cent of 
those questioned were not 
aware of the former prime 
minister’s official post, 20 per 
cent did not know him and 
the rest either thought he was 
Israel’s president or "minis- 
ter of war.” 

Kuwaiti commentators 
made sharply divided assess- 
ments of assassinated Rabin, 
with some mourning a vision- 
ary and others denouncing a 
terrorist. 
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Crown Prince pays tribute to Rabin, says 
faith in peace is stronger than violence 

AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath on Monday visited 
the residence of the Israeli 
ambassador to Jordan to 
offer their condolences over 
the death of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

Writing in the condolences 
register in his name and on 
behalf of Princess Sarvath, 

Prince Hassan said: “We in 
Jordan are disgusted by re- 
petition of these foolish and 
barbaric acts of violence. 

These feelings are only over- 
come by our inalienable faith 
in and commitment to peace, 
righteousness and justice. We 
are certain that these values 
were dear to the late Israeli 
prime minister.” 

Prince' Hassan told the 
press that he was griefed and 
pained by the loss of Mr. 

Rabin, who “contributed to 
the success of the peace pro- 
cess and paid his life as a 
price for it.” 


Jordan loses partner in peace 

By Rana Sabbagh 
• Reuter 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Monday signs [he condolences register aL [he 
residence of the Israeli ambassador in Amman. Behind the Crown Prince are < left io right) Deputy 
Chief of Mission at the Israeli embassy Jacob Rosen, the Crown Prince's secretary Samir Rifai 
and the German Ambassador Heinrich Reiners 

He added thanhe presence achieving peace in the region, sador’s wife. The ambassa- 
of heads of state and prime Prince Hassan and Princess dor, Shimon Shamir, accom- 
ministers ai the funeral of Sarvath were received ai the panied His Majesty King 
Mr. Rabin emphasises the ambassador's residence by Hussein on his trip to West 
seriousness of the world Israeli Charge d’Affaires Jerusalem to attend Mr. 
countries' commitment to Jacob Rosen and the ambas- Rabin's funeral. 


AMMAN — The assassina- 
tion of Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin has dep- 
rived Jordan of a trusted 
partner in its drive to ex- 
pand the peace it reached 
their with the Jewish state 
into a wider Middle East 
settlement. 

“I personally have lost a 
true friend in this region," 
King Hussein said in a let- 
ter to Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman. “I shall always 
remember him as my dedi- 
cated colleague and fellow 
shepherd of the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace process." 

The King himself 
appears confident that Shi- 
mon Peres, who took over 
as caretaker prime minis- 
ter, will stick to the path of 
his predecessor. 

But the King will miss 
the rapport he built with 
Rabin- Over reaching thb 
OctoheaKf994 peace treaty. ' 

Both showed pragmat- 
ism, urging their people to 
topple psychological bar- 
riers and take calculated 
risks for peace. 

But many Jordanians re- 
main hostile to Israel and 


(Continued from page 1) 


The ceremony drew to 
Jerusalem not only the lead- 
ers of the West, but also King 
Hussein, Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and ministers 
from Oman and Qatar, coun- 
tries without ties to Israel. 

The unprecedented turn- 
out also showed that Israel, 
considered a pariah state by 
many only a few years ago, 
has secured its place among 
the nations as a result of Mr. 
Rabin's peace agreements 
with Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians. 

President Clinton affec- 
tionately recalled Mr. 
Rabin's lack of pretense and 
formality. Mr. Rabin, who 
always preferred the com- 
pany of gruff soldiers to that 
of diplomats, had come to a 
black-tie dinner in Washing- 
ton in September without the 
black tie. 

% 

“So he borrowed one, and 
I was privileged to straighten 
it for him,” said Mr. Clinton, 
wearing a black skullcap. “To 
him, ceremonies and words 
were less important than 
deeds.” 

Mr. Rabin's widow, Leah, 
who had wept through most 
of the speeches, smiled at 
hearing Mr. Clinton's recol- 
lection. 

But Mr. Rabin's grand- 
daughter, 17-year-old Noa 
Ben-Ami. said: “How can 
you console a whole nation 
when grandma has not stop- 
ped weeping?" 

“You are our hero, lone 
wolf.” the red-haired, freck- 
led girl said, weeping as she 
spoke of the intensely private 
man. 

“You were so wonderful," 
she said. “Ones greater than 
I have eulogised you, but 
none knew the softness of 
your caress as I. For that 
half-smile of yours that al- 
ways said everything, the 
smile that is no longer there. 
There is no feeling of revenge 
in me for the pain does not 
allow the space." 

Leaving the podium in 
tears, she was bugged by her 
brother, Yonatan, dressed in 
an olive-drab paratrooper's 
uniform and rea beret. 

Mr. Rabin was being laid 


the peace treaty, which has 
failed to bring rapid econo- 
mic gains. 

And tbe assassination of 
Rabin by a Jewish student 
who supported Jewish set- 
tlement on Palestinian land 
has raised questions about 
the pace of the U.S.-driven 
Middle East peace process 
ahead of Israeli general 
elections in 1996. 

“Jordanian officials seem 
worried because they do 
not know what will happen 
next in Israel, and how this 
could affect broader peace 
in the region, which they 
still need,” a senior west- 
ern diplomat told Reuters. 

It could delay progress 
on other Arab-Israeli deals 
that Jordan feels it needs to 
cement its own peace 
accord. 

This concerns Jordanian 
officials, the diplomat said. 

“They are raising many 
uncertainties that could lie 
ahead, including fear of in- 
ternal feuds in the Labour : 
Party, whether Peres can 
match Rabin's .leadership 
qualities to take crucial de. 
dsions on the rest of the 
Arab peace tracks, and if 
he can set up a stable gov- 
ernment until elections are 


to rest in the city where he 
was bom 73 years ago, and 
for which he had fought as a 
26-year-old brigade comman- 
der in the 1948 war. 

Tbe coffin was carried ab- 
out 200 metres to the grave- 
site in a pine glade. The flag 
was removed from casket and 
then it was lowered into tbe 
grave. Members of the burial 
society scooped earth into 
containers and covered the 
body. 

The mourners had sat in 
rows of white chairs on 
Mount Herzl, where Mr. 
Rabin was buried among 
Israel's past leaders and milit- 
ary heroes. Many of the fore- 
ign visitors wore the black 
skullcaps of observant Jews, 
while others had on blue 
baseball caps. 

Israelis still had difficulty 
understanding that the man 
they called “Mr. Security" 
was dead. Israelis had long 
believed that despite the 
mounting divisions over fate 
of The West Bank, political 
assassinations could never 
happen in their country. 

Nearly one million people, 
out of a population of five 
million, filed past Mr. 
Rabin's casket laying in state 
outside parliament from mid- 
day Sunday to midday Mon- 
day. There were young chil- 
dren on their parents' shoul- 
ders. uniformed soldiers, reli- 
gious Jews in skullcaps, 
Israeli Arabs in flowing head 
dresses. Many sobbed. 
Dozens fainted. 

The simple wooden casket 
Stood in a sea of wreaths, 
flower bouquets and hand- 
written notes of prayer. 

One woman passed out 
paper doves of peace. Others 
(eft photographs of Mr. 
Rabin and signs reading 
“why?" and “rest in peace," 
Throughout the night, 
police issued appeals to 
Israelis to stay away or delay 
their arrival at the coffin site, 
as crowds filled side roads, 
around parliament. 

Mr, Clinton also paid his 
respects. He stood silently in 
front of the coffin, bowed his 
head and then mouthed a 
prayer for his friend. Mr. 
Clinton pressed the hand of 
his wife, Hillary, and fought 
back tears as he gazed at the 
coffin. 


held in late 1996.” 

The peace process with 
the Palestinians is stilt not 
entirely guaranteed. 

Although Israeli troop 
redeployments in the West 
Bank were negotiated in 
the latest agreement with 
the PLO in September, dif- 
ficult talks loom next year 
on the “final status” of the 
Palestinian entity and the 
future of Jerusalem. 

Talks are also stalled 
with Syria. Israel is deeply 
divided about returning the 
Golan Heights, captured in 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

Jordanian officials be- 
lieve that anger in Israel at 
the kilting of Rabin could 
boost Labour and Peres, 
who although he lacks 
Rabin's vote-catching pow- 
er at home is more popular 
in most Arab capitals. 

“The attack occurred 
during a pro-peace rally,” 
said Fayez Ai Tarawneh, 
Jordan’s ambassador to the. 
United States -and its for- 
mer chief peace negotiator. 

“This might prod a large 
number of Israelis who still 
stand on the edge of the 
two camps to choose the 
peace camp,” he said. 

“It could well be to their 


At the Tel Aviv square 
where Mr. Rabin was slain 
Saturday, thousands of 
Israelis gathered throughout 
the night, lighting candles 
and mounting a quiet vigil. 
Thousands more huddled 
outside the apartment build- 
ing where he lived in the 
northern Tel Aviv suburb of 
Ramat Aviv. 

As Israel and the world 
mourned, the gunman was 
unrepentant. 

Mr. Rabin's widow, Leah, 
said the support of the Israeli 
people was helping ease her 
pain. 

"It warms my heart to see 
that we have the partnership 
of such a large part of the 
people. But our pain will 
remain with us and the gap 
that was created is huge and 
is felt in the home... every 
day, all day, and it is terri- 
ble." 

Throughout the night and 
Monday morning, 82 planes 
carrying foreign leaders land- 
ed at Ben-Gurion interna- 
tional airport. 

In an unprecedented secur- 
ity operation, some 12.000 
police officers were deployed 
— 8.000 in Jerusalem and 
4,000 at the airport. 

World leaders at the funer- 
al included Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin. British Prime Minister 
John Major, Prince Charles, 
French President Jacques 
Chirac and German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl. 

Moroccan Prime Minister 
Abdul Latif Filali was also 
breaking the Arab taboo on 
visiting Jerusalem, in another 
boost for the peace process. 

U,N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali, Australian 
Prime Minister Paul Keating 
and Japanese Foreign Minis- 
ter Yohei Kono were also 
among the mourners. 

Former U.S. presidents 
George Bush and Jimmy Car- 
ter also were among the 
mourners. 

Israel has declared two 
days of official mourning. 
Television antfTadio stations 
gave non-stop coverage, 
against a background of 
mourning music. 

Following is a_ list of the ma- 
jor leaders attending the 


(labour's) advantage.’’ 

Since their peace deal, 
Jordan and Israel have 
opened borders, exchanged 
ambassadors and reached 
cooperation accords. But 
the process still has far to 

go- 

This was evident in the 
streets after Rabin's kilting. 

There were a few signs of 
sorrow in a country where 
many see their strategic in- 
terests better protected by 
dose alliance with the rest 
of the Arab World rather 
than with Israel. 

Jordanians generally still 
view Israel as an occupier 
which is reluctant to 
accommodate Palestinian 
rights to nationhood and to 
withdraw from the rest of 
the occupied Arab territor- 
ies in Syria and Lebanon. 

The Islamic Action 
Front, which with other in- 
dependent allies- holds a- 
third . of the. 80 seats in 
Parliament and has tried to 
sabotage the treaty, said 
tbe Arabs should not shed 
tears over Rabin’s loss 
since he was the one who 
fought them and occupied 
their territories. 


funeral. 

Australian Prime Minister 
Paul Keating; Austrian 
Chancellor Franz Vranitzky; 
British Prime Minister John 
Major, Prince Charles; 
Bulgarian President Zhelyu 
Zhelev; Canadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien; Dan- 
ish Prjme Minister Poul 
Nyrup 'Raspiussen; Dutch 
Queen Beatrix, Prime Minis- 
ter Wim Kok; Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak; Esto- 
nian President Lennart Men; 
Finland's President Martti 
Abtisaari; French President 
Jacques Chirac; German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
President Roman Herzog; 
Georgian leader Eduard She- 
vardnadze; .Greek Defence 
Minister Gerasimo Arsenis; 
Hungarian Prime Minister 
Gyula Horn; Iceland's Prime 
Minister David Oddsson; Ir- 
ish Prime Minister John Bru- 
ton; Italian Prime Minister 
Lamberto Dint; King Hus- 
sein; Lithuanian Prime 
Minister Adolfas Slezevicius; 
Moldovan President Mircea 
Snegur; Norwegian Foreign 
Minister Bjron Tore Godal; 
Polish Prime Minister Jozef 
Oleksy; Portuguese President 
Mario Soares; Romanian 
President Ion Iliescu; Rus- 
sian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin; Slovenian 
President Milan Kucan; 
South Korean Prime Minister 
Lee Hong-Koo; Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez. also representing the 
European Union; Swedish 
Prime Minister Ingvar Carl- 
sson; Turkish Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller; Ukrainian Pres- 
ident Leonid Kuchma; U.S. 
President Bill Clinton; U.S. 
Secretary of Slate Warren 
Christopher; former presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter and 
George Bush; former secre- 
taries of state James Baker 
and Henry Kissinger; U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali; UNESCO Secretary 
General Federico Mayor. 

Tbe Palestinian National 
Authority sent five ministers: 
Ahmad Qouriea, Nabil 
Shaath, Saeb Erekat, Faisal 
Husseini, Jamil Tarifi and 
Freih Abu Medein. 

Many smaller countries 
and the Vatican were repre- 
sented by their ambassadors* 


World 

homage 

(Continued from page 1) 
life at this rally. We did not 
know who is the terrorist, we 
did not imagine that the in- 
jury would be so great, but 
we knew we must not fear 
death and we must not hesi- 
tate in the peace. 

“Before that we sat, as is 
our custom, behind closed 
doors and you told me for the 
first time that rhe job is wear- 
ing you down, but the quest 
for peace obligates you.... 

“You worked hard all your 
life, night and day, but the 
Iasi three years were a crown- 
ingk glory of your efforts. 
You promised to change the 
order of priorities and here 
came a new round of priori- 
ties. A strong new wind of 
peace began to blow. Two 
peace accords witb the 
Palestinians. These two 
agreements will allow them 
to go forward to just elections 
and we will not have to main- 
tain an army in order to 
govern a foreign people.... 

“1 see our people with 
tears in their eyes but we 
know that the dummy bullet 
that killed you cannot kill the 
idea you started. You did not 
leave a will and testament but 
you left us a way upon which 
we will march with faith and 
determination.... 

“Farewell to you my elder 
brother, the bringer of peace. 
We wilt continue to carry this 
great peace from near and 
far, what you wanted in your 
life, what you left as your 
legacy." 

Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin said: 
“His name will forever be 
associated in history with the 
accomplishment of an unpre- 
cedented task, that of making 
a transition to a new rela- 
tionship of peace and coop- 
eration between the Israeli 
and Palestinian peoples." 

"The untimely loss at this 
important juncture has dealt 
a severe blow to our noble 
cause. We muset therefore 
redquble our efforts to 
achieve our scared mission — 
a just peace. 

"Only through our un- 
wavering commitment to this 
objective can we honour the 
memory of this- fallen hero of 

peace:”— r 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali said that the 
world should take its inspira- 
tion from Mr. Rabin to create 
a united nation. 

He told the ftrneraJ cere- 
mony that everyone bad 
known the ' road to peace 
would “be hard and long." 

“The mains tone was laid, 
but the road was not at the 
end. Mr. Rabin was one of 
the main engineers of that 
peace, he was a' man who 
knew war and fought for 
peace. 

The cabinet chief of Mr. 
Rabin read out the blood- 
soaked copy of a peace song 
found in the pocket of the 
slain prime minister. 

“Your blood covers the 
words,” said Eytan Haber. 
“From this red paper, the 
blood... which cries out to us, 

I wish to read rhe words, 
from the last song that you 
sang." 

“Only the rejoicing in the 
victory is ours," he con- 
cluded, reading the sheet 
neatly folded in four found in 
Mr. Rabin's pocket after he 
was gunned down by a Jewish 
fanatic minutes after attend- 
ing a peace rally in Tel Aviv 
on Saturday. 

The granddaughter of Mr. 
Rabin broke down in tears as 
she paid a touching tribute to 
her own private hero and 
spoke of the “nightmare” of 
his death. 

“Now I wake up in a night- 
mare... I know people speak 
in terms of national disaster, 
but grandma can't stop 
crying,” said Noa Ban Artti. 

“Ones greater than I have 
eulogised you, but none 
knew the softness of your 
caress or that half-smile of 
yours that always said every- 
thing, that smile that is no 
longer there. 

“There is no feeling of 
revenge in me for the pain 
does not allow it space. The 
ground that has beer, swept 
from under us will be the 
base of our recovery." 

She said that the people 
who criticised his peace poli- 
cies “knew nothing of you, 
and this is indeed a deep 
destruction on the family that 
stayed behind in the camp 
waiting for the pillar of fire. 

“Grandfather you were 
and still are our own private 
hero. I want you to know that 
everything I did and will do is 
for you... You were so 
wonderful." 

“I ask of you that you rest 
in peace and know that we 
are thinking of you and miss 
you. For us below remain 
constant in our love towards 
you.” 

She left the podium sob- 
bing after her speech. 


World bids farewell to Yitzhak Rabin 
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Investors hold nerve over 
Israel, see peace impetus 


LONDON (R) — Interna- 
tional investors see the assas- 
sination of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin as a 
tragedy but say it is unlikely 
to either derail the overall 
peace process or scare away 
long-term investors. 

“The (Israel equity! mar- 
ket was down 3.5 per cent at 
one stage but if the Israeli' 
people or world investors be- 
lieved this death would 
seriously reverse the peace 
process or hold it up, it would 
have been off 10 per cent," 
said Roger Homett, head of 
the Israel desk at Sodete 
Generate Strauss TumbuII 
(SGST). whose 1140 million 
Israel fund was largely un- 
changed Monday. 

Omar Masri. who manages 


Foreign Colonial's (F.C.) 
S37.5 million Israel fund, said 
the Israeli equity market was 
down slightly as expected but 
had already recovered. “It 
wasn't a crash ... though 
obviously this (event) doesn't 
help." 

“There has been some sell- 
ing by foreigners but the de- * 
dicated Israel funds and the 
more sophisticated investors 
will weather it. even if they 
put everything on hold for a 
week or so." he added. 

Mr. Homett said long term 
investors would use any dips 
in the equity market as a 
buying opportunity, choosing 
sectors likely to benefit from 
the peace process and re- 
newed immigration. like food 
and drink stocks, retaileis 


and tourism. 

“Investment is cruel and 
hard, there is no false sym- 
pathy," Mr. Homett added. 
“If the market is better it is 
because people see this 
(event) as a diversion and no 
more." 


Guy Rigden at UBS Ltd 
said there was a general “wait 
and see” attitude amongst 
investors in Europe. 

“People realise there are 
plenty of ways this can be 
played out. It is relatively 
calm, there was some buying 
interest before the opening 
and that has followed 
through." he said. 


The 50 Israeli stocks listed in 
the United States usually 
take their lead from Tel 
Aviv. “Their activity is often 
in other emerging markets 
. anyway,” noted F.C.'s Masri. 
Israeli company Teva was up 
two per cent after it 
announced it would buy 78 
' per cent of a Hungarian drug 
firm for $26 million. 

Market sources also expea 
new pressure from Israel's 
allies on countries like Syria, 
still officially at war with 
Israel, to “reach sensible 
terms." The shock at the 
assassination would boost 
such efforts. 


Inquiries were coming 
from Europe, as the U.S. 
markets were not yet open. 


“We have to say, thank 
God it wasn’t an Arab assas- 
sin," said SGSTs Homett. 


VOLKSWAGEN TO SET VW ASSEMBLY PLANT IN JORDAN 



Co., as well. 

During a banquet held 
in honour of Dr. Ferdi- 
nand Piech by Motor 
Trade Co. Chairman. 
Mr. Zahi Masri, at his 
farm in South Shuneh . 
attended by Jordanian 
dignitaries and officials. 
Dr. Piech, presented a 
VW ambulance to the 
Jordan Armed Forces, 


Audi A6. 

During his attendance 
of the 95 Amman Sum- 
mit, Dt. Ferdinand 
Piech did not miss to 
visit Motor Trade Co. 
Showroom and Mainte- 
nance Centre in Marka 
where he expressed how 
impressed he was with 
the VW/Audi facilities, 
which was assigned 


Dr. Piech visits VW/Audi Maintenance Center. 


Chairman of the Volks- 
wagen Group A.G., Dr. 
Ferdinand Piech, an- 
nounced during his re- 
cent visit to Jordan to 
attend the 95 MENA 
summit, that Volkswa- 
gen will set-up a VW 
assembly plant in Jor- 
dan, in partnership with 
VVV's local dealership, 
the Motor Trade Co. 
This very important de- 
cision by VW-Group- 
Germany came as one 
of many other major re- 
sults of the MENA 


Summit , and proves 
that Jordan is qualified 
and capable of welcom- 
ing the aspired foreign 
investments. 


The Jordan VW plant 
will be equipped for the 
assembly of ambulance 
as well as medium size 
buses and commercial 
vehicles. This major 
step by VW Group is an 
important indicator of 
the trust and confidence 
they vest in their- local 
partners. Motor Trade 



Dr. Piech sealed with Former Prime Ministers, and May«*r Abbadi. 

as a gift from the VW 1994 as the Training 

Group, while Motor Centre for the Middle 

Trade Co. presented the and Near East region. 
Royal Air Force with an 


EU sees more 
imports of Gulf 
oil despite taxes 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) ex- 
pects to rely more on oil 
imports from Arab Gulf 
states although it is seeking to 
limit hydrocarbon consump- 
tion through taxes, according 
to the EU Commission. 

It said the six Gulf Coop-* 
eration Council (GCC) states 
had become the biggest ener- 
gy bloc in history, given their 
enormous oil and gas re- 
serves and their relatively 
small population of around 
25 million. 


“Europe will continue to 
depend excessively on im- 
ported energy over the com- 
ing decades ... it can reduce 
.this dependence only by a 
limited portion through cut- 
ting consumption and diver- 
sifying supply sources," the 
Commission said in a study 
published in the Abu Dhabi 
Chamber's magazine Satur- 
day. . 

“But there are difficulties 
for such diversification and 
we can not but rely more on 
the GCC as the most impor- 
tant energy supplier in the 
world," it added. 


It has been under fire by 
Gulf states and other oil pro- 
ducers over proposals to im- 
pose fresh energy taxes as a 
measure to limit consumption 
and protect the environment. 
Producers are worried the 
taxes would slow down 
growth in demand for cnide 
and depress their earnings, 
already hurt by low oil prices. 

“GCC states are holding 
the key which controls energy 
supplies to the world ... 
through raising or cutting 
production, they can deter- 
mine prices in the market and 
affect global inflation rates.” 
the EU study said. 

• “That is why stability in the 
Gulf region is extremely vital 
for Europe, Japan and the 1 
United States ... and that is 
why the relationship between 
the EU and the GCC surpas- 
ses a mere commercial link." 


The study about the future 
relations between the EU 
and the GCC for the next 15 
years forecast a five per cent 
growth in trade between the 
two blocs but ruled out sign-' 
ing the long-sought free trace 
part before the year 2005. 


GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Bahrain. Oman. 
Qatar, and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — control 
nearly 45 per cent of the 
world’s proven oil reserves of 
around one trillion barrels. 
They also possess more than 
17 per cent of the total global 
natural gas reserves. 

The six members currently 
produce around 13 million 
barrels per day (b/d) of 
crude, accounting for nearly 
one fifth of the world's oil 
supplies. Their output is set 
to surge in future as world 
demand is steadily growing 
and supply sources in other 
areas will recede. 


Although it saw no major 
EU investment flow into the 
Gulf, it expected such an 
influx into the EU by Gulf 
investors. 


“The Gulf region does not 
constitute a priority for the 
EU private sector in its fore- 
ign investment as the Middle 
East is still considered a risk 
region. Investment opportu- 
nities are more attractive in 
such areas as the United 
States, Japan, East Europe 
and the Pacific region," the 
study said. 


Deficits expose South 
East Asian currencies 
to speculative attacks 



SINGAPORE (AFP) —pc 
currencies of most South East 
Asian countries will be ex- 
posed to speculative attacks 
due to widening current- 
account deficits, but central 
banks are well-armed to 
thwart them, analysts said 

The Indonesian rupiah 
plunged sharply on selling by 
Singapore-based banks while 
the Thai baht was engulfed in 
an offcbore-led sell-off at the 
end of last week following a 
renewed run on the Mexican 
currency, dealers said. 

The two currencies have 
since recovered from their 
lows as traders were forced to 
short-cover from the market. 

Analysts said they came 
under speculative attacks be- 
cause foreign investors drew 
a parallel between the Thai 
and Indonesian economies 
and that of Mexico which 
have expanding current- 
account deficits. 

There was a similar slide 
involving regional currencies 
during last January's Mexican 
peso crisis. 

“Regional currencies, 
especially the rupiah, the 
Thai baht and to a certain 
extent the Malaysian ringgit, 
will be subject to occasional 
speculative attacks because 
of their rising current account 
deficits," said Andy Tan, 
economist with MMS Inter- 
national here. 

Mr. Tan told AFP that 
although the economic fun- 
damentals of South East 
Asian nations were very 
much stronger than Mexico’s, 
their currencies would be 
targets of speculators who. 
tend to link the economic ills 
of one emerging markets with 
another. 

"The volatility of these 
currencies is an unavoidable 
outcome, this is part of thd' 
economies' growing pains," 
he said. 


The EU is already the big- 
gest importer of Gulf oil, 
receiving more than four mil- 
lion b/d, or around one third 
of the total GCC crude ex- 
ports. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Heart Arnold and Mike Argirton 


Unscramble tftoso tour Jumbles, 
one letter-fo each square, to farm 
lour ordinary words. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 — Cod. MA 
5 of Two 
Cities" 

10 Pung 

14 Arabian guH 

15 1 8-wheelers 

16 Gloriole 

17 Strove lor viclory 

18 Certain finches 
20 Aulhorizes 

22 Wipe oul 

23 lilerary device 

24 Section 
26 Grasped 

26 Neap or ebb 
29 River lo the 
North Sea 

32 Actor Nicolas 

33 Easy — 

35 By way of 

36 — Park, CO 

38 Corrode 

39 Charm 

41 Modern, pref. 

42 Kind o! 
pavement 

45 Slugger 
Slaughter 

46 Tree 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


47 Frontier law 
officer 

48 Texas town 

50 Passenger 

51 Turn inside oul 

52 Keep away from 
55 Defeat (oneself) 

by going too far 
58 Kidd’s banner 

61 — Knievel 

62 To shelter 

63 we all?" 

64 Withered 

65 Remainder 

66 Runs into 

67 Parvenu 


DOWN 

1 Grotto 

2 Take — view of 
(be skeptical) 

3 Voyeur 

4 Check recipient 

5 Rises 

6 Towel fabric 

7 Hebrew prophet 

8 Fleur-de — 


9 Hairpin curve 

10 T— 

11 Tra — 

12 Building wings 

13 Medicinal 
amount 

19 Tams 
21 Trouble 

24 Religious 
painting 

25 Fruit drink 

26 View 

27 Sludio hern 

28 Hobo 

29 Tied 

30 Aegean 

island 

31 Latin American 
dance music 

34 — Haute 
37 Fixed 
40 incomparable 

43 Swiss river 

44 Hiding places 

49 German article 

50 — mignon 

51 Happening 
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52 Opened slightly 

53 Small rodent 

54 Bullring cries 

55 Curved molding 


56 Flying prefix 

57 Commoner 

59 Zodiac animal 

60 Mine find 
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By Glasbergen 
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“If you can wear Liz Taylor perfume, 
why can’t I wear Beavis & Butthead 
. cologne?" 
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How do you 
do that? 



HOW THE PIZZA 
MAKER PE5CRI0EP 
HIS JOB. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer horn: X X J LX] CXTl 

{Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's 


■ Jumbtos - 
Answer: 


TEPID THYME JUMBLE AROUSE 
Whal hor hat creations were — 
BRIMMED WITH STYLE 


Peanuts 


UMAT WOULD BE V0UR 
REACTION IF I TOLD V0U 
SUPPER MI6HT 6E ELEVEN 
5EC0ND5 LATE T0NI6HT? 




ALL RI6HT, i'LL 
60 BACK IN THE 
KITCHEN,AND SEE 
WHAT I CAN DO.. 





HAS ME NO 
IDEA HOW 
MUCH CAN 60 
WR0N6 IN 
1 ELEVEN SECONDS?) 



Andy Cap 



I CALLED IN 
AND ©OTA 
COUPLE OF 
WILL FORMS. 
PET, LIKE 
'VOU'VEBEEW 
ON ABOUT 
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Mutfn’Jeff 


UjEFF QUICK/ A MAN JUST 
FELLTHROUfiKTHE ICE 
IN THE 
RIVER. 



Your income taxes/ 
TM1>*<SU6cT0R.{j 



Sim Moh Sioog, an eco- 
nomist here with British 
financial consultancy Insti- 
tute for Development of Eco- 
nomic Analysis (IDEA), said 
South .East Asian centra] 
banks bad enough reserves to 
counter such speculative 
attacks. 

Except for Singapore and 
Brunei which have favour. 
able balances, Indonesia, 
Malaysia. Thailand and the 
Philippines are among the 
rapidly growing South East 
Asian economies whose cur- 
rent accounts are sinking 
deeper into the red. 

The current .account, a key 
component of a nation's ba- 
lance of payments, measures 
trade in goods and services 
plus financial transfers. 

A recent Malaysian finance 
ministry report estimated 
that in 1995, Thailand's cur- 
rent account deficit was ex- 




s&p&w 


peered to grow to S7.8 billioa 
followe 


>Uowed by Malaysia's $7,3 
billion, the Philippines' $4.5 
billion and Indonesia’s J3.fi 
billion. 

Daniel Lian. economist 
with NatWest Capital Mar-' 
kets. attributed the soaring 
deficit to the widening gap 
between the rate of savings 
and investments. The deficit, 
he said, probably bad 
reached a peak and could see 
a modest correction at the 
end of 1996. 

“It is not because these 
countries are not saving 
enough, but their investment 
rate has shot up, there has 
been a huge inflow of foreign 
investments." Mr. Lian said. 

“Currencies will be subject 
to more volatility because the 
difference ' between savings 
and investment has to be 
financed by foreign savings,'’ 
Mr. Lian noted. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUES- 
DAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Try not to disagree with a 
higher-up over practical, 
affairs in the morning^iater 
this evening, you handler- ! 
iOAal affairs successful}. 

YaURUS: (April 20 to May 
20} This is not a good daj 
today to get into any new 
interest hurriedly, so stick to 
the tried and true. Later this 
evening, you can make a 
fascinating new contact, 

GEMINI: (May 21 to . June 
21) Don’t get flustered if your 
mate is in poor humor in 
the morning today. Later this 
evening, yu can go out to 
amusements which you like 
the most. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) The morning 
today is not good for coming 
to a better agreement with a 
partner, but later this evening 
you can cement better rela-' 
tions. 
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LEO :(JuIy 22 to August 21) 
Don’t be forceful! at career 
activities in the morning to- 
day. Later tonight, look into 
new interests which could 
prove very profitable. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Tbfc is not a 
good day to make appoint- 
ments with friends and close 
associates for recreation and 
then you can come to a fine 
agreement with your mate. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Try not to dis- 
agree with those at home in 
the morning today. Later this 
evening, you can be out to 
amusements whichvou like 
the most. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Do not wax 
sarcastic with others in the 
morning today. Later tonight 
all goes well in business for 
you to be successful and with 
your family. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 ro December 21) You may 
find it difficult to handle 
financial affairs in the morn- 
ing today, but later tonight 
study periodical which nvtt, 
the right slant. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) The aspects 
are not good in the morning 
today for gaining personal 
wishes, but later tonight you 
can solve practical problems 
well. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Don’t try to 
gain a personal wish in the 
morning today since later this 
evening you can get far better 
results. Act in a positive 
fashion. 
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PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) A friend could 
disappoint you in the morn- 
ing today, but later you can 
be with your mate for unex- 
pected pleasure in the even- 
ing. 


Birthstone of November: 
Topaz — ■ Tiger’s Eye 
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Two U.S. banks announce $10.3b merger agreement 


consultancy V lst 


NEW YORK (AFP) - The 
Los Angelcs-bascd first In- 
terstate Bank and first Bank 
System of Minneapolis said 
Monday they have agreed on 
a $10.3 billion merger that 
would create the ninth largest 

*5?5R«S u £ bank - 

ist Aou A l.Sk- The agreement is aimed at 
enonoK Ce %' countering a S10 billion hos- 
tilt takeover bid last month 
snAi...' . interstate by the 

California-based Wells Fargo 
Bank, which first Interstate 
formally rejected Monday. 

The terms concluded by 
first Bank System (FBS) and 
first Interstate calls for a 


s p<*-iiS: 
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South Fv swap of 2.6 FBS shares to one 
nomuML «.k- ^ i nterstatc share, or 

S132.275 a share at Friday's 
dosing price for FBS shares. 

The price represents a 25 
per cent premium over the 
value of first Interstate on 
ano serw. OcL 17. the day before the 
^ transfers hoslilke takeover bid by 
t Malaysian fw Wells Fargo, the statement 
report estinj said. 

w, Thailand's q, The announcement sent 
mt d eficit Was b fins Bank System shares fall- 
grow to 57.8 fo*. uig on the New York Stock 
by Malaysia's j; Exchange in mid-morning 
te Philippines' si-' trading, at S49.5 per share, 
d Indonesia's jv do«m SI -37 from Friday. 

Firs Interstate lost 0.25 cents 
at $127.5. 

Market reaction was consi- 
dered crucial in the deal as 
the offer was to fluctuate in 
line with the share prices of 
Wells Fargo and First Bank 
System. 

Wells Fargo shares lost 
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0.87 cents at S211.37. 

The merger of FBS and 
First Interstate would broad- 
ly extend their geographical 
reach, with an established 
presence in the midwest, west 
and southwest. Together the 
banks are present in 21 
states, but overlap in only 
three — Colorado. Montana 
and Wyoming. 

“First Bank System is very 
similar in characteristics to 
first Interstate, very spread 
our. M said John Gutfreund, 
the former chief executive 
officer of Salomon Brothers 
who now heads J.H. Gut- 
freund and Co. 

Mr. Gutfreund described 
the FBS-First Interstate mer- 
ger “as a more natural mar- 
riage" than the alliance be- 
tween Wells Fargo and First 
Interstate. 

But he noted that Wells 
Fargo has “the ability to pay 
a lot more if they wanted" to 
acquire first Interstate. 

FBS is a regional bank 
based in Minneapolis, Min- 
nesota with $37.3 billion in 
assets. It has 366 offices, 
mainly in Minnesota. Colora- 
do, the Dakotas. Montana 
and Wisconsin. 

first Interstate, which is 
strongest in California, has 
S55.1 billion in assets and 
operates in 13 western states 
with 1,148 branch offices. 

The merger would result in 
annual savings of $500 mil- 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


JOWjy w it LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
ay 20) hc rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
good ih . nff^ doDar at midsessiori on the London foreign exchange and 

” k " ,,: 


pract |L 


bullion markets Monday. 
One U.S. dollar 


IUS: 
y 19) 


,r 




todays'^, 


yOU 


cans 




Ad 


in 


10) A 

Hour n* 3 Sthc^ 


1.3476/86 

1.4132/42 

U836/46 

1.1360/70 

29.05/09 

4.8861/11 

1592.3/3.8 

103.27/37 

6.6610/10 

6.2330/80 

5.4739/39 

1.4112/22 

0.7562/67 

7.7323/33 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


you* 

Measure One sterling $1.5810/20 

£ °« ounce of gold $382.30/382.60 
N£» vf — 


lion and contribute positively 
to earnings from the first full 
year, the banks said. 

first Interstate said it had 
rejected the Wells Fargo 
offer because it would lead to 


a large loss of jobs in Califor- 
nia. 

The bank said it would 
reject the offer even if it were 
raised to 0.65 Wells Fargo 
shares for one of First Inter- 


state, from an initial offer of 
0.625 share to one. 

At Friday's close. Wells 
Fargo's offer amounted to 
$132.65 a share for First In- 
terstate. 
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nos lx Cast investment bank. 
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JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

DVZON BANK KMt SAV1MO 6 INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INVESTMENT k PTHAHCB BANK 

AMMAN BANK FOR 1NVKSYNXHT 

ARAB BiUfJURG COBPORATIffif/ JORDAN 

PHXZAEELPKZA IKVBSTMKST HAMS. 
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Price of table eggs rises Jordan asksS. Arabia to use 

**PRICES OF TABLE eggs went up for the its Vast gas Well 
second consecutive day and for the second 

time this month to reach JD 1.450 per carton. . . TT4T: mit-jictov n f c n .,™ an j 
The price of table eggs has risen about 53 per d * MINISTRY of Energy and Mineral 
cent in less than T year^lJto f ewu “ has rantacted the Saudi authonh^ 

attribute the rise to large numbers of small Sl^TSSLI 

poultry farmers leaving the market and to the ^ ^ om shown posinye 

lack of coordination between the association 2®”* to^ds thwsuhject, the minister Samih 
of foodstuff traders, ihe Chamber of Com- Mid. The minister ^intedout that 

merce, the Chamber of Industry and the Ai? b,a docs not use the Tabouk gas 
Ministry of Supply. Some sources rejected well which could be of great benefit of Jordan 
any relation between the price rise of eggs and [“ JJ closc K *? lhe Jordanian ‘ Sau< Jj 

the increase in the price of fodder & the larder TJe well, the bm natural gas well 
value of the dollar. Fodder prices did not go “ j fe ,S r i tou * 2 °P SS“S2L?2 
up more than 10 per cent at the most, the th ®J*J der ' 

sources said. Also rising was the cost of AI r J tl0n i Wt !h?r^ d i S *° 

Ghazai ghee which last week went up from JD ?n hnm 

1.425 to JD 1.570 in addition to a reduction in Sf ^ 

the weight of the can. Other products, such as die area. The minister stressed that it is amid? 
canned 8 cheese and triangular cheese, are 

selling for higher prices within less than one to !t 

year span (A! Aswaq). the Saudls to exp0rt gas to Jordan - rt 

Cabinet authorises minting 
coins 


** THE COUNCIL of Ministers has 
approved minting rwo JD 5 coins, one in silver 
and the other in metal on the occasion of the 
50th anniversary of the establishment of the 
United Nations (Al Ra’i). 


agree to export gas 
would come directly through a pipeline 
whereas Egyptian or Qatari gas exports have 
to come by ships. However, Mr. Darwazeh 
noted, a Saudi approval would not mean gas 
sufficiency for Jordan, but a step to consoli- 
date gas imports from Egypt and Qatar. 
Jordan’s gas output from Al Risheh field 
covers only 15 per cent of the Kingdom's 
needs. The minister expressed hope that by 
the year 2000. Jordan will completely rely on 
gas instead of heavy fuel to generate electric 
power (Al Dustour). 


Minister okays setting up new 
Jordan-Israel transport firm 

** THE MINISTER of industry and trade NCWy large industrial City to 
has approved founding a public shareholding £>£ built next year 
company to transport passengers between J 

Jordan and Israel. The company will have a 
JD 10 million capital and will transport 
passengers between Amman-Tel Aviv- 
Amman, Amman-Haifa- Amman. Aqaba- 
Eilat-Aqaba and Amman-Nazareth-Amman 
(Al Ra’i). 


Egypt exempts Jordanian 
trucks from ‘diesel fees 9 

** EGYPT DECIDED to exempt Jordanian 
trucks crossing between Aqaba and Nuweibe* 
from “diesel fees.” The Egyptian decision 
comes in response to a Jordanian decision to 
exempt Arab trucks coming from Jordan from 
diesel fees on condition that Jordanian trucks 
entering any Arab country is given the same 
treatment (Al Ra'i). 


FAYEZ SUHEIMAT, director-general 
of the Industrial Estates Corporation, has 
announced that 2,000 dunums of land belong- 
ing to a governmental institution were 
assigned to build a large industrial city south 
of Amman. Dr. Suheimat said the project, to 
be the largest industrial scheme in Jordan, will 
be implemented in two stages. The engineer- 
ing designs and the tender documents will be 
prepared next month and the construction of 
buildings and networks will start during the 
second naif of next year. He pointed out that 
the site mil accommodate more than 300 
small and medium-size industries which will 
be grouped according to sectors. The project 
mil be financed from the corporation's own 
resources in addition to a loan from the 
European Investment Bank (Al Ra'i). 



DAJANI 

Vlr JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . Al! birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

iln Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, . 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 1 

Fumished/unfumished for ; 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TeL- B10605, 810609, 610520 


STUDIO 

Professional 
1 Hour Service 



m 


Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO phmtm 

30% 


[A SECURE!- 

Hotel ^ 
Swelflyeh 


Ft mm mnlmrpm- 
20 M 30 os 


rt 


GrindUys 
Bank. Ptione: 6M042 
Swefieb let 823891 


Tfm, Minm U Amm 



MING-SHING 
Cheese Restaurant 

i The Best Cooking, 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere (in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytum f 
Housing Estate ‘ 
Open from: 

12 noon - 300 p.i ifc 

600 - 11-00 pjm 




HXEHWAN GARDENS 
CHINKS RESTAURANT 

Ifrfctf 

TUa away fa avaltaHt 

ShttAMnb flust 
Un tNWi ConmreW Cm*m 

TeL: M1174 

L j|bm Tested Ahwmwd g, 



* European Steals & Chicken 

- Mfcfcfla Eastern Grite 
-PtaaASnacka 
-Hamburgem 
*Ma 2 za. Salads 
■Aigata 

Tel: 642830 

Jabal Amman, B*d Qmto 



fl ananu 

TECHNIC a| 
*«ETAl W0RK s 

Suppliers of high 
tpoallty wdbHng 
nmebines. 
dectrodes, fluxes, 
and accessories. 
Harm a rpmefat and 
fuOy OQuippmd 
mm eUo n for 

Fax Ko. 750208-787830 
Tel He. 750208-787830 

CdU*rR«Htk07M4S10 


fittnal »-»-p-Hnw BIBBI 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmemni 
Tel: 693399 


M.umu' N. .ikkmvi \ Smi-- 

Prancesco 

smalto 

Paris 

Mmi Wecsi 


,i 5 Feraud - Amrr.ro 
.cmmcfcial Certtc-r GF. 
.jin • U'.h2‘n3 - Tel: 654721 
















Pete Sampras 


Sampras back to No. 
1 after a struggle 


PARIS (AP) — For Pete 
Sampras it's been a long road 
to regain the No. 1 spot in 
tennis. 

It started in January, with 
tears shed on court for his 
coach, Tim Gullik^on who 
had to leave the Australian 


Open with brain cancer. 
Throueh April, when 


Through April, when he 
lost the No. 1 ranking in 
tennis to Andre Agassi after 
holding it for 82 weeks. 

Through July, when he 
won Wimbledon for the third 
consecutive time, beating 
Boris Becker but still trailing 
Agassi in the rankings. 

And September, when he 
beat Agassi at the U.S. 
Open. 

So it is only fitting that 
Sampras regained the top 


also has been pretty good. 1 ' 

In Paris, Sampras took his 
36th career title and fifth of 
the season and will move up 
from the No. 2 spot in the 
rankings he has held since 
Agassi overtook him on April 
10 . 

*‘I think one of the main 
reasons why I lost the No. 1 
ranking a while ago was I got 
hurt-at* the end of last year 
and Andre 'certainly picked 
up his tennis and was playing 
extremely well," Sampras 
said. 

Now Sampras will be rank- 
ed No. 1 heading into foe 
ATP finals in Frankfurt, Ger- 
many Nov. 14-19. 

In the Paris final, with both 
players serving under 50 per 


spot in tennis after beating 
Becker in the final of the 


Becker in the final of the 
Paris Open, ironically at the 
expense of a missing Agassi, 
who could not defend his 
Paris Open title. 

“I was going through a lot 
of tough times off the court 
with the situation with Tim' 
and just my life in general, 
was in turmoil. I just needed 
to bounce back from that," 
Sampras said after he beat 
Becker, 7-6 (7-5), 6-4, 6-4 to 
take the Paris title. 

“This year is more reward- 
ing that any year that I have 
had because I have been able 
to bounce back." 

“I learned a lot about my- 
self and learned a lot about 
my tennis and was able to 
bounce back from being pret- 
ty low," he said. “So it has 
been a strange year, but it 


ATP tennis rankings 


Pete Sampras (USA) 5438 
Andre Agassi (USA) 4867 
Thomas Muster (Aut) 4474 
Boris Becker (Ger) 3135 
Michael Chang (USA) 2980 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Rus) 2519 
Jim Courier (USA) 2443 
Thomas Enqyist . (Swc) 2139 
Wayne Ferreira (Rsa) 2049 
. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 1861 
. Sergi Bruguera (Spa) 1781 
. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 1756 
. Michael Stkfa (Ger) 1727 
. Magnus Larsson (Swe) 1463 
. Marc Rosset (Swt) 1414 
. Aruaud Boetsch (Fra) 1397 
. Andrei Medvedev (Ukr) 1386 
. Paul Haarfams (Ned) 1276 
. Todd Martin (USA) 1268 
. Gilbert SchaDcr (Aut) 1256 


Olympics 

mascot 


undergoes 

makeover 


ATLANTA (AP) — Izzy the 
Atlanta Olympics mascot has 
undergone a substantial 
makeover since first being 
unveiled by organisers of foe 
1996 Centennial Games. 

But with foe holiday sea-* 
son looming, consumers are 
likely to see much more of 
foe blue, bug-eyed creature. 

Over the next two months, 
the Altanta Committee for 
the Olympic Games plans a 


promotional surge to transr 
form Izzy into a national star. 


form Izzy into a national star, 
especially among children 10 
and under. 

“This holiday is going to be 
a good holiday for us,” said 
Holly Rawlinson, program- 
me director for character 
licensing. “...He is getting! 
national exposure... we took 
a character that had a rough' 
start... and evolved him into 
something we're very proud 
of." 


Izzy already has logged 
more than 3,000 appear- 
ances. ranging from a home 
depot opening in suburban 
Atlanta to a coin show in 
Singapore. Another ani- 
mated television special is 
planned, as are video games 
and a comic strip. 


ACOG officials don't have 
a breakdown for Izzy sales, 
but overall they expect SI 
billion in licensed merchan- 
dise sales, much of which will 
be used to help pay for the 
Atlanta Games. So far, sales 
have totalled about S250 mil- 
lion. 


cent, it came down to who 


Key for ACOG is whether 
holiday shoppers in this coun- 
try and abroad come to like 
the mascot enough to buy 
him. 


was more consistent in jump- 
ing on second serves to return 
winners or set up the point. 

“The return of services was 
the key was of the game," 
Sampras said. “It always is 
against Becker. Like it was in 
Wimbledon this year." 

Becker led the ace count, 
19-12, but a number of his 
were needed to come from 
behind in games. 

“I can serve better," Beck- 
er said. 

"That key was he used his 
break point opportunities 
and I didn’t use mine," Beck- 
er said. "He played excep- 
tionally well under pressure. 
He didn't make easv mis- 
takes." 


Much has been done to 
promote Izzy and boost sales 
of products bearing his like- 


☆ He appears in public 
service announcements for 
the President’s Council on 
Physical Fitness. 

☆ He starred in August in 
an animated special on Ted 
Turner's TNT network. 

•Or Two Izzy promotions 
have run in Sports Illustrated 
for kids. 


☆ Izzy’s character appears 
in amusement theme parks. 

Still to come is a second 
animated TV special. Both it 
and the earlier version will be 
released on videotape in the 
spring. 


Izzy also will be in- the 
' Macy's Thanksgiving Day pa- 
rade in New York for a 
second year. 


And in December, Izzy 
will tour shopping malls in 
Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles 
and outside San Francisco. 


Retailers have plenty of 
Izzy items to choose from, 
including lapel pins, cups, 
pencils, temporary tattoos 
and plush toys. Izzy also is 
■“morphed" into basketballs, 
soccer balls and baseballs. 


Retailers and licensees say 
Lay product sales have been 
fair to good, and they expect 
them to get better between 
now and the games. 


HOTEL 

INTERrCONTIKENTAL 

JORDAN 

JORDAN’S PREFERRED EMPLOYER 
is seeking candidates for the Sales & 
Marketing Department with the 
following qualifications: 

1. University Graduate. 

2. Minimum 3 years experience 
in hotel management 


Send your resume & a recent photo to: 
Personnel Manager 
P.O. Box 35014 Amman 11180 


Under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 


The Jordanian Society for Cardiovascular 
Diseases (charitable) is holding its 


Fourth Heart Day March' 


amid the kingdom’s celebrations of ’ 


His Majesty 
King Hussein’s Birthday 

on Tuesday November 14th, 1995 at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Jordan University Stadium 
All organisations & individuals are most welcome 
to participate 

For more information: please contact 

Tel: 832820, University Street. 


CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 I CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 I CINEMA 
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Parma, PSG assume command 


first 




PARIS (AFP) — An exciting 
3-2 home victoiy in their der- 
by match against Cagliari late 
Sunday kept depleted AC 
Milan level-pegging with Par- 
ma on top of foe Italian first 
division while Argentinian 
midfielder Diego Simeone 
ensured Atletko Madrid re- 
tained their lead in Spain by 
scoring the only goal of their 
match at Real Zaragoza. 

But in France, Paris St. 
Germain. 3-2 home winners 
over Nice, took over on top 
of the table from Metz, who 
crashed to their second de- 
feat in as many weeks when 
they were beaten 1-0 at Bas- 
tia. 

And in Germany mighty 
Bayern Munich suffered 
humiliation when they were 
thrashed 4-1 by Eintracht 
Frankfurt to lose and losing 
top slot to champions Borus- 
sia Dortmund who ran out 
3-0 winners over Fortuna 
Dusseldorf. 

European champions Ajax 
lost their first points of the 
season but kept their un- 
beaten record with a 1-1 
home draw against PSV Ein- 
dhoven in the Dutch first - 
division. Ajax had won 12 
straight going into Sunday's 
game. 

AC Milan, playing without 
injured star strikers George 
Weah and Roberto Baggio, 
started like an express train 
and were 2-0 up after just 
fifteen minutes after Di 
Canio and Lentini had found 
foe Cagliari net. 

Oliveira pulled one back 
for the visitors after half-an- 
hour but AC Milan added 
another goal through Simone 
.three minutes into the 
second-half. 

But the home side let 
things slip in the second-half 
and when Oliveira slotted 
home a 68th minute penalty it 
left Milan an uncomfortable 
final 20 minutes. 

Parma, thanks to a goal in 
each half, beat struggling 
Cremonese 2-0 away to stay 
level with Milan — but cham- 
pions Juventus slumped to a 
1-0 defeat at Udinese. 

Parma, whose 4-0 (4-3 on 
aggregate) victory over 
Swedes Halmstad on Thurs- 
day proved to be the biggest 
comeback of the European 
~Cup Winners Cup competi- 
tion. looked impressive at 
Cremonese. 

Defender Fabio Canna- 
varo. signed from Napoli in 
the summer, scored the first 
goal in the 13th minute while 
Italian international play- 
maker Gianfranco Zola, also 
a former Napoli player, sea- 
led the victory in the 74th 


minute. . , 

Juventus, all conquering m 
their Champions League 
group, crashed to a goal by 
German striker Olivier 
Bierhoff. who was signed 
from Ascoli in the summer. 

It 'was BierhofFs seventh 
goal of the campaign and it 
left Juventus six points adrift 
of the leaders. 

Fiorcntina leap-frogged 
into second place above 
Lazio by beating foe Rome 
club 2-0 at home. 

Lazio. 4-0 victors over 
Juventus last Sunday, had 
clearly not recovered from 
their surprise home defeat to 
French club Lyon in foe mid- 
week UEFA Cup match. 

Argentina's World Cup 
1994 star striker Gabrielle 
Batistuta scored twice in the 
46th and 79th minute to seal 
victory. 


matched by wins by both 
Barcelona and Espanol. 

Barcelona were impressive 
4-1 winners over struggling 
newcomers Salamanca. With 
coach Johan Cruyff serving 
his touchline ban, two of his 
foreign recruits from the 
summer showed the home 
fans that it was money well 
spent. 

Romanian sweeper Geor- 
ghe Popescu. signed from 
English Premiership side 
Spurs, scored twice in foe 
11th and 33rd minutes, the 
latter a penalty. Bosnian 
striker Meho Kodro. signed 
from Spanish rivals Real 
Sociedad, had made it 2-0 in 
foe 22nd minute. 

The Catalan’s midfielder 
Oscar made it four in the 50th 
and stunned Salamanca re- 
plied with a consolation 
effort from Romanian mid- 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


Roma's Abel Balbo. Batis- 
tuta’s World Cup striker plan- 
ner. scored the first in his 
side's 2-0 defeat of bottom 
club Padova. Uruguayan 
striker Daniel Fonseca scored 
foe second in the 67fo mi- 
nute. 

Paris St. Germain got off 
to a bad stan at the Parc des 
Princes when Paul Le Guen 
scored an own-goal after only 
10 minutes. But spurred on 


fielder Ovidiu Stinga. 

Barcelona's neighbours 
Espanol were not upstaged, 
however, beating Spanish 
Cup holders Deportivo La 
Coruna 1-0 away. Serbian 
midfielder Branko Brnovic 
scored in the 50th minute to 
give Deportivo's Welsh 
Coach John Toshack some 
worries over a potential _ re- 
legation battle. Deportivo, 
runnersup in the cham- 


AW IIIIMMIW. - — 1 

by an energetic midfield, the pionship the last two seasons, 
home side regained control lie only five points clear of 

■ .« . VC Atlah- 


and sealed victory with two 
goals from comeback kid 
Julio Cesar Dely Valdes and 
one from the Brazilian Rai. 

Nice did score a second 
through James Debbah after 
56 minutes, but the sending 
off of Jerome Gnak after 45 


the zone — 15 behind Atleti- 
co Madrid. 

Champions Real Madrid's 
slow start to the season 
appears behind them after a 
3-2 home win over Real 
Sociedad — lifting them to 
sixth 11 points behind Atleti- 


ner and Binz both strike 
again late in the game. 

Bayern coach Otto Reh. 
bagel said: "I realised tight 
from the start that Eintracht 
were going to have one of 
their best matches of the sea- 
son.” 

After a-’ record-breaking 

seven consecutive victories 
Rehhagel’s team have now 
lost three of their last five 
games. 

Dortmund, by contrast, 
continue to soar away after a 
poor start to the campaign. 

They ran out 3-0 winner* 
over Fortuna Dusseldorf, 
with in-form 23-year-oW 
Heiko Herriicb getting bis 
seventh of the s easo n. The 
victory means Dortmund are 
level on 27 points with 
Bayern but ahead on -goal 
average. 

Dortmund coach Ottnur 
Hitzfeld said: "We were very 
lucky in the first quarter of an 
hour, but after the first goal 
we had the match under con- 
trol." 

Another 23-yeax-old strik- 
er in the news is SC Karl- 
sruhe's South African Sean 
Dundee, who scored for the 
third match running in a 2-2 
draw with FC Kaiserslautern. 

Werder Bremen, last sea- 
son's league runners-up, 
drew 1-1 with VFB Stuttgart, 
while Swiss playmaker Alain 
Sutter, who moved to bottom 
club Freiburg from Bayern 
Munich last month, scored 
the late equaliser in their 1-1 
draw with Uerdingen. 

SV Hamburg, winless be- 
fore former international 
Uwe Seeler took over as 
president last month con- 
tinued their amazing renaiss- 


minutes left them with a co. Former Spanish playmak- 

. -i! 1_ thorn tfirrntv 


mountain to climb. 

The victory rounded off an 
outstanding week for Luis 
Fernandez' side following 
their win over Metz last 
weekend and their 3-0 drub- 
bing of Glasgow Celtic in 
midweek to reach the quarter 
finals of the Cup Winners 
Cup. 

In Sunday's other match. 
Strasbourg got over their dis- 


er Michael gave them victory 
vith a sweetly taken penalty 
in the 85fo minute. 

Sociedad had fought back. 


Saturday's 1-0 victoiy over 
Bayer Leverkusen was their 
third consecutive win, bring- 
ing a total of 10 points in toe 
four games since the changes, 
which also saw Felix Magatii 


Sodedad had fought back, appointed foe new coach, 
from 2-0 down, young scoring F rom j7th in the table — 

sensation Raul and De- second from bottom — Ham- 


appointments at losing to AC 
Milan in the UEFA Cup on 
Wednesday by trouncing 
Cannes 3-0 at home with 
goals from Sauzee, Leboeuf 
and Zitelli. Drobnjak's win- 
ner for Bastia against Metz 
was his 11th of the season and 
kept him atop the goalscorers 
table ahead of Dely Valdes 
and Rai of Paris St. Germain 
who both have 10. 

Atletico’s victory was 


nmark’s Michael Laudrup the 
Madrid scorers, with goals 
from De Pedro and striker 
Inaqui Idiakez. 

In Germany, Mathias Hag- 
ner and - skipper Manfred 
Binz got two gopals each for 
Eintracht to sink Bayern, 
who finished the match with 
10 men. 

Defender Thomas Helmer 
scored Bayern’s only goal, 
bringing the score back to 2-1 
before Eintracht's Croatian 
defender Ivica Momar was 
given his marching orders. 


In London, Blackbuni 1 
•Rovers, whose Eiiropebs 
Cup hopes have been snuffed 
out in the Champioas' 
League, suffered another re- 
verse on Sunday when thej 


But instead of watching a /were beaten l-0at Evertonifl 
sudden collapse, the 51.00CT their sorry English Premier 
crowd at Frankfurt saw Hag- League title defence. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Rockets edge Suns 


Brolin wants to play in England 


ROME (AFP) — Parma's Swedish international forward 
Tomas Brolin wants to join the other Scandinavian exiles in 
the English Premiership, and could be heading for Leeds. 
The 26-year-old, who has failed to find a- first-team place 
this season, has asked Parma to release him, foe Italian 
press said on Monday. Determined to play English 
football, Brolin has already turned down a move within the 
Calcio to Bari. Leeds United are the club reportedly 
showing most interest. Meanwhile, Parma have decided to 
keep striker Filippo Inzaghi, who they were due to sell to 
Napoli, after the 22-year-old scored two crucial goals last 
week. 


PHOENIX (R) — Robert 
Horry helped shut down 
Charles Barkley in the fourth 


Quarter and sank a go-ahead 
thrce-Dointer with 3:29 tn 


Baggio heartbreak for Italy 


ROME (AFP) — Roberto Baggio's return to international 
duty for Italy has been delayed by a recurring ankle injury. 
Baggio said he was ready to play for his country again after 
scoring two goals against French opponents Strasbourg last 
week to put AC Milan into the UEFA Cup third round. 
But the injury in training, which forced him to miss Milan's 
league match with Cagliary on Sunday, meant national 
coach Arriao Sacchi had to overlook him when he named a 


three-pointer with 3:29 to 
play as the Houston Rockets 
edged the Phoenix Suns 106- 
104 on Sunday. 

Hakeem Olajuwon had 24 
points and 12 rebounds for 
the Rockets, who have eli- 
minated the Suns from the 
playoffs the last two seasons 
en route to NBA titles. 

Clyde Drexler had 21 
points and eight assists, Sam 
Cassell added 16 points, and 
Horry and Mario Elie had 14 
apiece for Houston. 

Kevin Johnson and A.C. 
Green each shot l-of-10 for 
Phoenix, which is 0-2 for the 


first time since ’ 1988. 

In Vancouver’s NBA de- 
but, fans £Ot a bonus, m 
overtime victory when CtaiJ 
King's follow basket at tbe 
buzzer lifted the expansion 
Grizzlies past the Minnesota 
Tim be rwo Ives 100-98 ; — and 
to their second win in as 


many games. 

In Portland, Clifford 
Robinson scored six of bis 25 


Ipoints in a key 13-3 run asthe 
.Trail Blazers rallied to d efeal 


.Trail Blazers rallied to defeat 
foe Utah Jazz 109-105. 

In Sacramento, Oldra 
Poly nice scored '23 points and 
Mitch Richmond added 18 to 
lead the Kings to a 99-82 
victory over the Los Angeles 
Clippers, their second 
straight win. 


coach Amgo bacchi had to overlook mm when he named a 
squad of 20 here on Monday for Italy's last two European 
Championship qualifying matches. 


Maleeva wins Oakland 


OAKLAND (AFP)-— Bulgaria’s Magdalena Maleeva won 
her third title of the year, beating unseeded Ai Sugjyama of 
Japan 6-3, 6-4, to win the 430,000-dollar WTA Bank of the 
West Classic. The second seed won for the first time since 
the Kremlin Cup Championships in Russia in September. It 
was Maleeva's sixth final of the year. Maleeva also 
eliminated 15-year-old prodigy Venus Williams in the 
quarterfinals on Friday, winning the first 15 points. The 
event was hit hard by injuries. 


FOR RENT 

A new multipurpose apartment in a remarkable location 
west' of Amman ( Shme'tsani}. where you can have easy 
access to transportation, hospital, Safeway stores, 
school, main sport city, and Royal Cultural Centre, 
it is 180 sq.m, with three bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
central heating, lift, and with a private telephone Hne. 
Furnishing is optional according to agreement 

Ptease contact Eng. Hassan Halabl, Tel: 671946, 
from 8:00 -10 am. md1:0Q- 5:00 pjn. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Located in the best area of Swerfieh, Amin El Momany 
St, No. 9, near the Orthodox Church. Consists of 3 
bedrooms and utilities, luxurious, furniture. Rent: 
annually, monthly, weekly or any period. 

Cal! Tel: 818092, 642072 


SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms (one master), 3 salons, dining room, 3 
bathrooms + three verandas + telephone line. 
Location: Sweifieh. . . 

Tel: 660448 - 605626 Abu Hani. 


TCL 677420 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 6 1S274 -618275 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


CONCORD “1” 


Delan Walsh 
& Lora Leeni....in 


Charlie Sheen and 
Nastassja Kinski ...in 


On Deadly Ground 


MUSA HIJAZ1N 
“ Sumaa" 


CONGO Terminal Velocity 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6. 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “Z" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


Hi Citizen 


Presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee') 
Welcome - 


daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfen 


Normalisation 


Show starts at 8:30 p.ri 
For reservation call 6253 
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burg have since moved up to 
seventh. Instead of reten- 
tion, they can now aim fora 
place in the UEFA Cup next 
season. 

Third-placed Bonissia 
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land ? First-year Panthers upset SF 49ers 
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SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
— San Francisco's humilia- 
tion became complete here 
Sunday when the injury- 
riddled 49ers became Amer- 
ican football's first reigning 
champions ever to be beaten 
by a frist-year dub. 

Carolina comerback Tim 
McKyer. a former 49c r. re- 
turned an interception 96 
yards for a touchdown and 
John Kasay kicked a pair of 
field goals for the expansion 
Panthers in a stunning 13-7 
victory over the 49ers. 

“We’re hurting.” 49en»' 
defensive back Tim McDo- 
nald said. “I thought it 
couldn't get any worse.” 

The triumph was the fourth 
in a row by the Panthers 
(4-5). who equalled the most 
victories ever for a debuting 
team by winning their fourth 
in a row. 

“It seems like one of the 
more improbable things to 
come in as a rookie amfbear 
the world champion on their 
borne turf. Today it hap- 
pened/' Panthers' quarter- 
back Kerry Collins said. 

The 49ers (5-4) struggled 
on offence again after falling 
11-7 last week at New 
Orleans. The second straight 
defeat dropped the injury- 
weakened 49eres one game 
behind Atlanta in the NFC 
West division. 

Quarterback Steve Young 
is sidelined with a bruised 
shoulder and rusher William 
Boyd is out for the season 
with torn knee ligaments. 
Young, sidelined with a 
bruised shoulder, returns 
next week when the 49ers 


play arch-foe Dallas. 

“Nobody expects us to win 
next week," Samoan-born 
49ens* blocker Jesse Sapolu 
said. “We’re going to go out 
and give it our best shot," the 
downhearted guard added. 

The stunner overshadowed 
the continued success of Kan- 
sas City. Marcus Allen and 
Kimble Anders rushed for 
touchdowns and Steve Bono 
threw for another to lead the 
Chiefs past Washington 24-3. 

The Chiefs are now a 
league-best 8-1 bm the Dallas 
Cowboys could match that 
record with a home victory 
Monday over Philadelphia 
Allen scored . on a one- 
yard run. Bono threw a 19- 
yard pass to Willie Davis 
early in the second quarter 
Bono completed 21 of 37 


Tony Jones said. "It was so 
embarrassing. How can you 
hold your bead up when you 
play that way?” 

Browns' owner Art Modell 
was not in his box to watch 
Cleveland's fourth loss in five 
games. Extra security guards 
were on hand but faced no 
problem in a city where fans 
who have supported the dub 
for 49 years. 

”1 wasn't thinking about 
the possibility of a move." 
Browns' guard Bob Dahl 
said. “We can't blame this on 
distractions." 

Houston's Chris Chandler 
threw two touchdown passes 
and ran for another through a 
shoddy Cleveland defence. 

“Distractions are an easy 
excuse, but there is no excuse 
for how we played." defen- 


NFL ROUNDUP 


passes for 201 yards. Anders 
scored the only points of the 
second half on a 40-yard 
touchdown run. 

Oakland remained one 
game behind the Chiefs in the 
AFC West with 3 20-17 vic- 
tory at Cincinnati. Harvey 
Williams rushed for 134 yards 
and a touchdown and the 
Raiders' defence had four 
sacks and two turnovers. 

A booing Cleveland crowd 
of 57.000 watched Houston 
inflict a 37-10 rour on the 
Browns, who are expected to 
announce Monday they are 
moving to Baltimore. 

“I have been here eight 
years and that ranks right up 
there as one of the worst 
moments." Browns' blocker 


der Antonio Langham said. 

John El way completed 16 
of 21 passes for 256 yards and 
three touchdowns to spark 
Denver past Arizona 38-6. 
His scoring throws were one. 
23 and 47 yards, Elway be- 
came only tile seventh NFL 
quarterback — and second of 
the day — to reach 40.000 
career passing yards. 

Minnesota's Warren Moon 
also passed the milestone. He 
connected with Jake Reed on 
two passes for 45 yards in the 
final minute to set up Fuad 
Reveiz's 39-yard field goal as 
time expired for a 27-24 vic- 
tory over Green Bay. 

The Packers lost more than 
the game. Quarterback Brett 
Favre and backup Ty Detmer 


were both injured and defen- 
sive end Reggie White suf- 
fered a sprained right knee. 

Jeff George threw for 362 
yards and a touchdown and 
Alton Montgomery returned 
an interception 71 yards for a 
score to lead Atlanta past 
Detroit 34-22. George com- 
pleted 3I-of-40 passes and 
sparked the Falcons to a 27-0 
lead. 

Jim Kelly threw a 51-yard 
touchdown to Bill Brooks 
and Steve Christie kicked 
three field goals for Buffalo 
in a 16-10 victory at Indiana- 
polis. 

Norm Johnson's 24-yard 
field goal in over-time gave 
Pittsbur|h a 37-34 triumph 
over Chicago. 

Brian Blades scored on two 
touchdown passes by Rick 
Mirer in the first quarter and 
the Seattle Seahawks hung on 
to beat the New York Giants 
30-28. 

Rookie Curtis Martin 
rushed for a career-high 140 
yards and two touchdowns 
and New England defeated 
the New York Jets 20-7. 
Doug Brien kicked four field 
goals in his New Orleans 
debut and the Saints won 
19-10 over St. Louis. 

Miami retained a share of 
the AFC East division lead 
with a 24-14 victory at San 
Diego. Dan Marino threw for 
two touchdowns and moved 
within 37 yards of matching 
the NFL career passing re- 
cord of 47.003 set by Fran 
Tarkenton. He also needs 
four touchdown passes to 
equal Tarkenton’s career 
mark of 342. 
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Study the North-Sooth hddfng. 
Which card outside the trump suit 
la going tube the key to fulBlling 
the contract? 

North's three-diamond cue-bid 
•hawed a limit raiaa or better in 
apadee. Since the bidding suggested 
that all of North’* cards would be 
working: declarer elected to proceed 
to six spades. 

do loeer in any rat except 


CAST 

S3 


that the bta of 
the contract hinges on the Sa mi in 
that aoiL If dedarer relies on the 
fine—, however, the contract will 
blL West can win and exit with a 
dub whether or not the hearts have 
been stripped from both the deeed 
bend and dummy, and the defend- 
ers will collect soother dob trick in 
tlm fallneMof time. 

West's diamond ov erto il el moot 
surety places the ace of diamonds in 
that hand, and declarer can put 
that knowledge to good use. The 
key card in the scheme of things 
becomes the table's king of dia- 
monds, in which suit declarer has 
no loeer] 

Altar winning the opening lead in 
dimuqy, dedarar ndfe a diamond in 
hand, era —— to the king of hearts 

And* mil* n mhj f ^Auonld. Altar 
cashing the ace and queen of 
hearts, declarer auease to tha hoard 
with a trump and leads the king of 
diamonds, discarding a dub from 
hand instead of raffing. That leaves 
West with a choice of losing options: 
a dub return will be into 
major ten ace, and a rad suit 
allowed declarer to raff in dummy 
while dis cardi ng the Queen of dobs 
from hand. Either way, declarer’s 
only loser is a di am o n d. 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Located in Umm Ai Summaq Al Shamali, near the 
'New English School, consisting of three 
bedrooms, two salons, living room, three 
bathrooms, with independent central heating, 
telephone, garage and garden, rent is annual. 
Preferably a diplomatic mission or a foreign family. 
Please rail Mr. Hani Dababneh at Tel 687026 till 2 p.m. 
and Tel 820096 after 2 p.m. 


Furnished Super Deluxe Roof For Rent 

Super deluxe roof of a newly built villa with 
luxurious furniture. In an excellent location on the 
outskirts of Ai Hommar with an area of 280 sq.m, 
and 120 sq.m, terrace 

For more information call Tel: 831663 


FLOOR OF A VILLA FOR RENT 
furnished only with wall-to-wall carpet 

Consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining, two 
bathrooms, small study, with independent 
entrance, garage and garden. 

Location: University of Jordan Street 

If interested call Tel. 847450. 
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JORDAN INTERNATIONAL 
BRIDGE FESTIVAL 

On the occasion 
of 

H. M. King Hussein’s 

60th Birthday 

The Jordan Bridge Association 
announces 

The XIV Annual International Bridge 
Festival 
at the 

Forte Grand Hotel 

‘ Open Pairs: 

November 7,8,9 - 6:00 p.m. 

* Mixed Pairs: 

November 10 - 10:45 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 

* Open Teams: 

November 1 1 - 5:00 p.m. 

November 12-4 p.m. 

For furthur details of registration and fees, 
please contact Miss Bana, Secretary, 
Jordan Bridge Association 
Tel: 676990 / 695340 
Fax: 695340 


The American Center of Oriental Research (ACOR) 
has been given a grant by the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) to 
construct a protective, membrane-covered spade 
frame shelter bverah’ archaeblbgicar site at Petra. 

ACOR seeks a single source vendor for 
engineering the space frame, the membrane roof,, 
supporting columns and foundation; fabrications of 
all components; transportation of all materials to the 
site; and erection of the cover. 

The space frame will be of an all aluminium hub and 
spoke system, coated with Kynar paint of custom 
color. The membrane will be poly-vinyl with tedlar 
coating (7.5 oz/yd. minimum weight fabric with 
custom color). 

Qualified vendors may obtain bid documents 
from The American Center of Oriental 
Research (ACOR), P.O.Box 2470, Jabal 
Amman, Amman 11181 Jordan, Tel. 846-117, 
841-132; Fax 844-181. Bids must be received 
by noon, December 8, 1995. 


‘Graf’s 

father 

beat 

her* 

FRANKFURT (AP) — 
Steffi Grafs father, who is 
jailed on allegations of 
evading taxes on the tennis 
champ's earnings, allegedly 
beat and kicked her during 
training, Der Spiegel maga- 
zine said Sunday. 

Quoting a former dose 
associate of the Graf fami- 
ly, Horst Schmidt, Spiegel 
raid the 57-year-old Peter 
Graf “treated her like a 
dog.** when they were once 
at a training camp in Spain. 

In one incident, Graf 
kicked his daughter when 
she dropped something and 
was kneeling down to pick 
it up. Spiegel quoted 
Schmidt as saying. 

Spiegel said that Schmidt 
had told his story to tax 
fraud investigators on Aug. 
21, almost two weeks after 
Graf was arrested on the 
grounds that he was likely 
to flee prosecution. Spiegel 
said that before Schmidt 
saw the kick, he had not 
taken Peter Graf seriously 
when the father would 
come down from the hotel 
room and ray, ‘Tve just 
now smacked her.’’ 

The magazine quoted 
Schmidt as saying that when 
he saw the kick, he warned 
Peter Graf, "you’ll only do 
that one time.” Schmidt 
was quoted as saying he 
never again witnessed Graf 
striking his daughter. 

According to Spiegel, 
Schmidt told investigators 
he did not break off his 
connection with the Graf 
family because he wanted 
to protect the tennis player. 
Schmidt was an autho- 



Steffi Graf 

rised agent of the Sunpark 
Sports Firm in Amsterdam, 
and the front company. 
Advantage, in Liechten- 
stein, through which mil- 
lions of marks were frm- 
ncled out Germany, Spiegel 
reported. 

Schmidt was also the au- 
thorised agent for a Graf 
account in Vaduz, Liech- 
tenstein, worth 30 million 
marks ($21.4 million), 
Spiegel said. 

Peter Graf later accused 
Schmidt of first setting up 
the account in Vaduz, then 


trying to blackmail him with 
it, the Magazine reported. 

As the basis of its report, 
Spiegel referred to “sever- 
ance papers” relating to 
Schmidt’s eventual depar- 
ture from his job in 1991. 

Spiegel said that Peter 
Graf raid schmidt 750,000 
marks ($528,000) and had 
him sign a contract agreeing 
to strut secrecy regarding 
all business concerns of the 
family. 

Steffi Graf, the No. 1 
ranked women’s tennis 
player, has been questioned 


twice by investigators, but 
the chief prosecutor in the 
case has said there are no 
grounds to arrest her. . 

Peter Graf was arrested 
Aug. 2 in connection with 
alleged failure to pay taxes 
on some 50 million marks 
($35.2 million) of his 
daughter’s earnings over a 
period of years, according 
to news reports. 

He has not been charged, 
and remains in investigative 
custody in Mannheim, 
along with the family’s tax 
adviser, Joachim Eckart. 


Nigeria aim for ’97 World Youth Cup 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria is 
hoping that a FIFA delega- 
tion which begins a four-day 
visit on Tuesday will not only 
explain why Nigeria lost this 
year’s World Youth Cup, but 
would also be receptive to the 
idea of Nigeria hosting the 
tournament in 1997. 

Jim Nwobodo, minister of 
youth and sport, said the 
FIFA team, to be led by 
President Joao Havelangc on 
his first-ever Nigerian visit, is 
coming at the invitation of 
military ruler general Sani 
Abacha. 

Nigeria was to host the 
championship last March be- 
fore the world soccer ruling 
body cancelled the rights, 
saying there were outbreaks 
of cholera and meningitis at 
two of the venues. 

Protests from the West 
African nation made FIFA 
temporarily suspend the 
tournament pending an on- 
the-spot assessment of the 
health situation by its medical 
team. 


The world governing body 
finally cancelled the hpsting 
on security grounds despite 
its medical team giving pass- 
marks to the health situation 
in the country. 

Qatar eventually hosted 
the tournament last April. 
Malaysia is provisionally bil- 
led to host the 1997 edition. 

But Nigeria sports officials 
say FIFA should give it a 
second chance to recoup the 
losses incurred for not host- 
ing the 199S tournament. 

“We hope FIFA would be 
kind enough to let us host the 
championship in 1997 as a 
reparation for cancelling our 
1995 rights," Nwobodo said. 

He said giving Malaysia the 
hosting rights is flaw. 

“FIFA has said no conti- 
nent can stage two editions of 


its competitions consecutive- 
ly,” Nwobodo said. 

“Qatar hosted the 1995 
edition. Now Malaysia is to 


stage the event in 1997. Both 
.are Asian countries. It is a 
wrong decision by FIFA,” he 
added. 
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Educational Sendees 
Washington, DC 20008 USA 
Fax: 202-232-1608 

PrafessioauU in international undent 
recruitment since 1982. 


GERMAN CAR FOR SALE 
OWNER LEAVING THE COUNTRY 

Duty unpaid Volkswagen Vento Gli car, 2000 cc, 1994 
model, air condition, automatic, central lock, power 
steering, tinted glass, metallic grey colour, made only 
13,000 km, in excellent condition, almost new. 

Please call 826146 


FLATS FOR RENT 

3 & 4 bedroom flats, prime 
locations - 4th Circle, new 
building, deluxe finishing 
For more information Tel: 698466 
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Suspect says he killed 
Rabin because premier 
was setting up Palestine 

TFT. AVIV (ApencieO — Atlred hv the inHn> whi>rp Ul£ to security sources, is tha 
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TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The suspected assassin of Yit- 
zhak Rabin told an Israeli 
court Monday that he had 
killed the prime minister be- 
cause Mr. Rabin "wants to 
give our country to the 
Arabs". The judge remanded 
Yigal Amir into custody for 
IS days. 

Unshaven and handcuffed, 
the slightly built Amir was 
brought before Magistrate 
Dan Arbel at Tel Aviv’s main 
courthouse, several hundred 
metres from the plaza where 
he allegedly shot Mr. Rabin 
Saturday night. 

“I did this to stop the peace 
process." he told the judge in 
a calm, even tone. "We need 
to be cold hearted." 

Amir, 27. a law and com- 
puter science student, said 
Mr. Rabin had released 
Palestinian prisoners from 
jail and "a few days later" 
these men killed Jews. 

"Interesting how a whole 
nation doesn't notice that a 
Palestinian state is starting to 
be established" as a result of 
Mr. Rabin’s policies, Mr. 
Amir said. 

Judge Dan Arbel asked 
him: “And what about the 
commandment ‘Thou shalt 
not kill?"* 

* 

But Amir replied: "You 
have to kill him who is selling 
off his country. There is a 
higher imperative, more im- 
portant (than respecting the 
commandements), to save 
human life." 

Judge Arbel told the court: 
"Before me is a suspect in 
one of the worst crimes ever 
committed in Israel, possibly 
the worst committed at all 
times in this country. 

"The suspect confesses to 
the murder of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin... and does 
not deny that he planned it in 
advance and did it with a 
dear mind." 

• Police said Amir came out 
of the crowd in Tel «Aviv’s 
.Kings of Israel Square and 
fired three shots with a Beret- 
ta pistol. Mr. Rabin, hit in 
the back and stomach, died 
on the operating table some 
90 minutes later. The third 
bullet wounded a bodyguard. 

Amir was arrested in July 
for taking part in violent pro- 
tests by Jewish settlers of the 
occupied West Bank against 
Mr. Rabin's peace policies 
with the Palestinians. 

“The nation didn't care 
that the prime minister was 
elected by 20 per cent Arabs. 

I was at the demonstration. It 
was 50 per cent Arabs. What 
will you do when there are 
two million Arabs here? Will 
we give the state to the 
Arabs?" 


Asked by the judge where 
he got his ideas, Amir said he 
drew on the halacha — the 
Jewish legal code. “Accord- 
ing to the halacha, you can 
kill the enemy. My whole 
life. I learned halacha. When 
you kill in war, it is an act 
that is allowed." 

Asked whether he acted 
alone, Amir told the judge: 
“It was God." 

Amir was wearing the 
same garb he had on when he 
was tackled by police after 
the shooting — the black 
skullcap of orthodox Jews, 
jeans and a blue T-shirt. He 
complained that he had not 
been given a towel, nor a 
toothbrush and soap. “Arab 
prisoners get more than I 
do." 

Even though his family has 
retained an attorney. Amir 
told Judge Arbel he did not 
want to be represented by a 
lawyer. 

The hearing, under tight 
security, lasted 10 minutes. 
No spectators were allowed 
in the courtroom. 

Police minister M oshe 
Shah al called for a state in- 
quiry into how Amir man- 
aged to outwit Israel's famed 
secret service and fire at Mr. 
Rabin from point-blank 
range. 

One explanation, accord- 
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Israeli police officers escort Yigal Amir to his court 
hearing in Tel Aviv on Monday accused of the 
assassination of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin (AFP photo) 


Peres’ options - caretaking 
until November or snap poll? 


Sarah Honig of the Jerusalem Post newspaper Sled this 
report yesterday. 


AS ISRAEL prepared to bid 
its final farewell to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, the 
shaken political arena was 
already rife with speculation 
about what a new govern- 
ment headed by Shimon 
Peres would look like, how 
long it would serve, and how 
large a coalition could be put 
together. 

Early elections? 

Some hesitant voices inside 
the Labour Party began Sun- 
day to cautiously test the 
notion of advancing the elec- 
tions by several months, 
perhaps to late spring. This 
could have significant advan- 
tages for Labour, some point 
out. The economic situation 
appears suitable. There is a 
genera] sense of prosperity. 
The security situation is re- 
latively calm and the PLO 
could be prevailed upon to do 
its utmost to help Peres. 

The government could 
capitalise on the completion 
of a phase of its dealings with 
Arafat, without yet embark- 
ing on the far rockier road 
ahead. The Syrians could be 
placed on the back burner, 
postponing further con- 
troversy and depriving The 
Third Way of a major plank 
of its platform. 

But most of all. the new 
government could capitalise 
in a big way on the sympathy 
the Rabin assassination could 
generate. It could present the 
peace process in an entirely 
different light, and it can 
blame the Likud for the 
assassination and hopefully 
bury it under a backlash of 
revulsion. 

But this view is countered 
by those who point out that 
Peres is no novice; he knows 


how fast things can turn 
around in politics, and he 
would rather have a full 
year's tenure than gamble 
now. 

Peres, it is noted, was the 
most vehement cabinet oppo- 
nent of early elections. 

Moreover, he does not 
know what opposition he 
may encounter within the 
party. He assumed (hat Haim 
Ramon will rush back to the 
party, but Ramon may seek 
the party nomination for pre- 
mier. Ramon had promised 
not to challenge Rabin, but 
his relations with Peres have 
been acrimonious. If Ramon 
derides to do this, Chen Ehud 
Barak cannot wait in the 
wings and not throw his hat in 
the ring. Peres must watch his 
back. 

ANALYSIS 

There are also technical 
considerations. The parties 
are only beginning to gear up 
for the primaries, and the 
Interior Ministry is far from 
ready to handle a quick elec- 
tion. 

How big a coalition? 

Shas's Aryeh Deri has 
again seized the opportunity 
to stir the political cauldron. 
On Sunday, he proposed a 
broad coalition, perhaps one 
of national unity. No one in 
Labour has ruled this out. In 
the Likud, there was reluct- 
ance to handle this hot pota- 
to. but no one tossed it away. 

In some Labour quarters, 
the betting is that Peres will 
make overtures to form a 
broader coalition, but with- 
out the Likud. 

He might seek to enlist 
Shas and United Torah Juda- 


ism. The post-assassination 
shock might help Peres, but 
the internal strife in both 
hared! parties may compli- 
cate his task. 

A cabinet reshuffle 

Of all possible scenarios. 
Labour insiders believe, at 
least initially, the most likely 
is that Peres will keep the 
government as nearly intact 
as he can to avoid political 
aftershocks. As is, great ten- 
sion is already mounting in 
Labour, since the centre of 
power has shifted. 

Despite the recent appear- 
ance of harmony, there re- 
mains fierce competition be- 
tween the Rabin and Peres 
camps, and Rabin loyalists 
fee! the ground crumbling 
under them. Those who 
abandoned Peres and switch- 
ed to Rabin, like Police 
Minister Moshe Shahal, have 
even greater political wor- 
ries. 

Rabin left a vacuum that 
will cause unavoidable shifts 
inside the cabinet, unless 
Peres decides to keep both 
the Foreign and Defence 
portfolios in addition to the 
premiership. 

The betting is that pressure 
from below will prevent him 
from doing this. Barak will 
want Defence, but since he is 
not a Peres man, Peres may 
not be happy to hand it over. 
Doing so would vacate In- 
terior for Ramon, another 
man Peres does not like, but 
cannot rum away. 

Ramon may not like the 
leg-up which Defence would 
give Barak, and Peres may 
not like either too near the 
top. This may provide further 
incentive for Peres to expand 
the coalition and create the 
need to hand portfolios to 
people outside Labour, who 
pose no threat. 






ing to security sources, is that 
the police were geared to 
prevent attacks by Arabs, not 
Jews. 

Legal sources said Amir 
would probably face life im- 
prisonment if found guilty. 
The death penalty, on the 
statute book for crimes 
against humanity and for 
which Adolf Eichmann was 
executed 34 years ago, does 
not apply in civil murder 
cases. 

It was the first assassina- 
tion of an Israeli leader in the 
country's 47-year-old history. 

Israeli television stations 
said the inquiry might be 
headed by Meir Shamgar, the 
country's chief justice until 
three months ago, or by re- 
tired Lieutenant-General 
Moshe Levy, Israel's army 
chief in the mid-1980s. 

Israel Radio said Mr. 
Rabin, shot as be neared his 
car after the rally, had max- 
imum protection, including 
20 guards, yet the gunman 
was able to get within 1.5 
metres of him. 

Yaacov peri, 51, who re- 
tired as head of Israel's Shin 
Bet secret service in February 
after nearly three decades, 
also called for a state com- 
mission of inquiry — “so that 
the truth will come out," he 
said. 
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A general view of the funeral of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in West Jerusalem Monday (AFP 
photo) 

Most Qatari, Omani ministers attend 
Israelis funeral and pay tribute to Rabin 


oppose 

early 

election 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Two-thirds of Israelis are 
against holding early elec- 
tions following the assassina- 
tion of Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, a public poll said 
Monday. 

Some 64 per cent of people 
polled by the Dahaf Institute 
were opposed to bringing for- 
ward the date of the elections 
scheduled for November 
1996. 

Some 30 per cent were in 
favour while the rest express- 
ed no opinion, in a poll of 505 
Israelis. 

Foreign minister Shimon 
Peres was appointed acting 
premier after Mr. Rabin was 
killed late Saturday by a Jew- 
ish extremist at a peace rally 
in Tel Aviv. 

Under Israeli law. Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman is to 
appoint a deputy, most likely 
Mr. Peres, to form a new 
government. 

The poll also found that 
two-thirds of Israelis believe 
extreme rightwing groups 
should be outlawed following 
the murder of Mr. Rabin. 

Some 74 per cent of people 
said such groups should be 
banned, according to the 
Dahaf Institute poll pub- 
lished in the daily Yediot 
Aharonot. 

Only 20 per cent .were 
against while six per cent 
voiced no opinion. 

Interior Minister Ehud 
Barak told journalists: "Wc 
have to wipe out all extremist 
groups. For that wc have to 
use all our means within the 
law to cut off at birth all 
inciiation to violence." 

But one of the leaders of 
the extreme right parliamen- 
tary group. Rafael Elan, said 
Mr. Rabin should have taken 
Into consideration the threats 
made against him. 

‘‘The buds of violence 
should have been cut off at 
the root with an iron hand." 
said Mr. Elan, a former chief 
of staff and a personal friend 
of Mr. Rabin. 

The leader of Israel’s main 
opposition Likud Party told 
extremist Jewish groups in 
the United States to stay 
away from his country follow- 
ing the assassination Mr. 
Rabin. 

“Go away, stay away. Wc 
don't want you, we don’t 
need you." Benjimin 
Netanyahu told CBS Televi- 
sion's “60 minutes." referring 
specifically to the right-wing 
Jewish Defence League 
(JDL) in New York. 

No connection has been 
made between the JDL and 
the killer of Mr. Rabin. 

Mr. Netanyahu's own 
Likud Party is strongly critic- 
al c*f the Middle East peace 
process but has always stres- 
sed that Jews should not shed 
Jewish blood. 

The Likud leader said 
when he attended a rally last 
month he had heard demon- 
strators calling Mr. Rabin a 
traitor. 

"I lashed out at that very 
strongly and silenced those 
cries. 1 think the responsibil- 
ity of leaders is to go against 
this type of incitement," Mr. 
Netanyahu told CBS. 

“In democracy you change 
government not by bullets 
hut bv ballots." he added. 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Minis- 
ters from Qatar and Oman 
made unprecedented visits to 
Jerusalem on Monday for the 
funeral of slain Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin, speeding 
up the pace of normalisation 
between the Gulf Arab states 
and Israel. 

Qatar's minister of in- 
formation and culture, 
Hamad Abed Aziz Kawari, 
flew to Israel to pay his re- 
spects to Mr. Rabin who was 
gunned down by a Jewish 
assassin on Saturday. 

Oman sent its minister of 
state for foreign affairs, 
Yousef Ben Aiawi Abdullah, 
to attend the funeral and 
present his country's condo- 
lences to the Israeli cabinet. 

The foreign minister of 
Mauritania, Mohammad 
Salem Ould Lekhal, was dis- 
patched by his government to 
attend the funeral. 

Mr. Ould Lekhal is the 
most senior Mauritanian Offi- 
cial to ever set foot in Israel, 
the sources confirmed. 

Though the two countries 
do not have diplomatic rela- 
tions, Mr. Ould Lekhal has 
met with his Israeli counter- 
part Shimon Peres on two 
occasions in third countries in 
recent months, once in Am- 
man and again in Madrid. 

The government in Nouak- 
chott has not released an 
official reaction to Mr. 
Rabin's assassination, but the 
foreign minister emphasised 
"the need to reinforce" the 
Middle East peace process 
and the official press de- 
plored “the death of a great 


man of peace." 

Mr. Ben Aiawi said the 
death of Mr. Rabin was a loss 
for the whole of the Middle 
East. 

“Rabin's death is a loss for 
the entire region," Mr. Ben 
Aiawi told reporters after 
being received by Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman. 

“We came here to express 
our solidarity with the Israeli 
people and Rabin’s family," 
the minister added. 

Qatar's Kawari said: “We 
hope that what happened to 
Rabin will act as a spur to 
conclude a comprehensive 
peace in the region. 

“Such an objective cannot 
be achieved without Israel's 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights." which was seized 
from Syria in 1967, and from 
south Lebanon, Mr. Kawari 
said. 

Although Qatar and Oman 
do not have diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel, bolh have 
begun a rapprochment with 
the Jewish state. 

Diplomats in the region 
said the two Gulf countries 
have a stake in the Arab- 
Israeli peace process and 
wanted to show their support, 
for it at a vulnerable time. 

“There is some concern 
this assassination could 
undermine the peace process 
which Qatar is attached to," 
a Western diplomat in Doha 
said. ‘.'It’s necessary to sup- 
port the peace camp." 

The dispatch of the minis- 
ters in itself marked an accel- 
eration of the normalisation 
process, he added. 


Doha started making pub- 
lic contact with Israel in 1994 
and its interior and foreign 
ministers met Mr. Rabin for 
the first time last month in 
New York. 

Qatar is also in negotia- 
tions with the Jewish state to 
open an Israeli trade office in 
Doha. Last month Israel 
signed a letter of intern to 
buy Qatari liquefied m *1 
gas from the U.S. o mf ly 
Enron starting in the year 
2000. 

Mr. Rabin visited Oman 
late last year in a trail-blazing 
trip to the region, while Mus-. 
cat announced last month it 
had agreed with Israel to 
open i trade offices in each 
other's country, the first such 
move by a Gulf Arab state. 

Meanwhile, the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
— made up of Qatar, Oman, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, and the United 
Arab Emirates — expressed 
"regret" over the killing dur- 
ing a meeting in Muscat on 
Sunday. 

Officially, the GCC is still 
committed by the Arab 
League's boycott of Israel 
which has existed since 1948, 
but it lifted the indirect 
boycott last year on third- 
country firms dealing with 
Israel. 

Mr. Ben Aiawi, the Omani 
minister, said Sunday that the 
GCC was “confident that the 
peace process would con- 
tinue" despite the killing 
which he hoped would "spur 
the world into uniting its 
effoits" for peace. 


Settlers, Palestinian camp 
residents hold celebrations 


Combined agency dispatches 

HARDLINERS ON both 
sides of Ibc Middle Eastern 
divide on Monday celebrated 
the death of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

As the rest of Israel 
solemnly buried Mr. Rabin, 
radical Jewish settlers cele- 
brated his assassination as a 
victory against the peace pro- 
cess. 

In the *Ain Al Hilwch 
camp in Lebanon. Palestinian 
militants from Islamic Jihad 
group burned an effigy of Mr. 
Rabin to mark his funeral in 
Jerusalem. 

Around 15 armed Palesti- 
nians brought the cloth doll 
to the main square of the 
refugee camp, poured 
kerosene on the effigy and set 
it ablaze in celebration. 

“We're doing this because 
we're happy Rabin the tyrant 
is dead although his kilter is a 
Jew," one of them said. 

The militants recited verses 
from the Koran, applauded 
and shouted God is great" as 
the effigy burned to cinders. 

Thousands of Palestinian 
refugees in 'Ain Al Hilwch — 
the largest of 12 camps in 
Lebanon with a population of 
around 70.000 — danced and 
sang in the streets and fired 
guns and rockets after a Jew- 
ish fanatic killed Mr. Rabin 
on Saturday. 

Islamic Jihad accused Mr. 
Rabin of personally ordering 
the killing of their leader. 
Fathi Shaqaqi, on Oct. 26 in 
Malta and has vowed to keep 
up the armed struggle against 
Israel despite Mr. Rabin's 
death. 

A few settlers from the 
right-wing Kiryat Arha settle- 
ment in Hebron in West 
Bank gathered at the tomb of 
their "brother" Baruch Gold- 


stein, the settler who coldly 
gunned down at least 30 
Palestinians praying at the 
Hebron mosque in February 
1994. 

"He got what he de- 
served,” said settler Arie Bar 
Yosscf. 38. with a long 
greying beard, referring to 
Mr. Rabin. "He was leading 
his people to suicide." 

Mr. Yosscf said he was 
particularly happy that Mr. 
Rabin was assassinated by a 
Jew: "It was a Kiddoiich 
Hachem. a sanctification in 
the name of God." 

David Ben Avraham. 44, 
another settler, said: "I 
would have been very unhap- 
py if he had been killed by an 
Arab." 

“Finally, the Jewish people 
can become a true nation, 
and not solely a simple reli- 
gious community." he said, 
explaining the murder of a 
"traitor” as a “sacred" right 
of expression. 

“It’s the greatness and 
pride of the Jewish people," 
Mr. Avraham said. 

Both men said that Yigal 
Amir, who said he shot Mr. 
Rabin Saturday in the name 
of God. was anything but an 
“extremist." 

"He was a proper young 
man, a 27-year-old law stu- 
dent. perfectly integrated 
into the establishment," Mr. 
Yosscf said with a smile. 

"Jf he was from Kiryat 
Arba. we would have again 
been the victims of a real 
witchhunt." said Mr. Avra- 
ham. adding that Amir was 
“one of theirs and not one of 
ours.” as he was from Herz- 
liya. north of Tel Aviv, and 
not from a settlement. 

Lebanese Hizbollah guer- 
rillas^ said they rocketed 
Israeli troops in the Jewish 
state's self-declared security 


zone in South Lebanon as 
Mr. Rabin's funeral got 
Underway in Israel. 

Guerrillas fired machine 
guns and rockets at Israeli 
troops in the central sector of 
the 850-square-kilometre 
zone, “scoring a direct hit." 
the group said in a statement. 

It said the attack occuned 
at 1:30 p.m. (1130 GMT). 

Lebanese newspapers, 
politicians and Muslim lead- 
ers recalled the “dark side" 
of Mr. Rabin, reviling his 
memory for pounding its vil- 
lages and breaking the bones 
of Palestinian children. 

Although Israel's prime 
minister was killed by a fel- 
low Israeli. Muslim derics 
from South Lebanon said he 
reaped the fruit of the “ter- 
rorism" he practised against 
their land. 

“Rabin's file is full of 
hatred and terrorism... he 
who cooks poison eats it " 
Smite Mufti Sheikh Abdin 
Air Qabaian said in a speech 
published on Monday. 

Sheikh Qabaian comes 
from a southern village occu- 
pied by Israeli troops who 
»5£i Lcbanon in 1978 and 

1 952. 

Parliamentary deputies 
trom the south, where villa- 
gers suffer daily Israeli bom- 
bardment in retaliation for 
attacks by guerrillas on 
Israeli troops occupying the 
border zone, also condemned 
, b,n s memory. 

” We’il never forget the ter- 
rorism practised by Rabin 
and his colleagues in South 
Leba " or V western Bckaa, 
g* G _? ,an Heights." aid 
Shute Ge P«<y Ahmad Ajami 

TVrT lhe southern P° rt of 

An Iranian newspaper said 
most residents of the Iranian. 

(Co**‘ on page 7) 
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Rabbit-shooter : 
causes royal ... 
security scare 

WELLINGTON (R) — A 
farm labourer on his way to 
shoot rabbits, unwittingly - 
caused a security scare 
when Queen Elizabeth vis- 
ited the New Zealand city • 
of Dunedin Monday, 
Television New Zealand, 
said. Police spotted the 18- . 
year-old on a motorbike, 
with a rifle slung over his 
shoulder, on a route which 
the queen was due to take - ' 
about half an hour later to 
Dunedin Airport. Despite 
the rabbit-shooting expla- 
nation, the police confis- 
cated the weapon for sever- ' 
al hours as a precaution.' 
Thousands of people 1 
turned out to cheer the' 
queen and Prince Philip in 
the South Island city on the 
sixth day of a 10-day royal ^ 
tour of New Zealand. 

Mandela angry i 
over use of prisons 
letters in book 

JOHANNESBURG, South' 
Africa (AP) — President ■ 
Nelson Mandela is report- 
edly angry that letters he - 
sent to his family from, 
prison have been excerpted - 
in a book by his former 
jailer. The weekly Sunday 
Times newspaper reported- 
that Mandela has instructed 
lawyers to investigate a- 
possible breach of copy-' 
right in the book, titled 
Goodbye Bafana, by James 
Gregory. Mr. Gregory, who 
built up a friendship with 
Mandela over 17 years and_ 
was at his side during the 
president's inauguration in . 
May 1995, was the chiefs 
censor of Mr. Mandela’s 
mail and sat in on his visits 
The letters from Mn • 
Mandela to his yf§; ~ 
Winnie, and daugtitm | 
Makaziwe and Zindzi 
poignantly portray his 
loneliness in prison and 
frustration at being unabkr 
to participate in family life: 
The Sunday Times quoted 
Mr. Mandela’s lawyer n£, 
Britain. Iqbal Meer, as say^ 
ing thai the book's publish-; 
ers sought but were denied 
permission to use the three 
letters. Mr. Mandela is 
upset that Mr. Gregory and 
others are cashing in on WsV 
imprisonment for strag- 
gling against white-minari- ~ 
ty rule, the Sunday Hines 
reported. 


French 
philosopher 
commits suicide 

PARIS (AP) — French, 
phi losopher, writer and 
university Professor Giltefr 
Deleuze has committed' 
suicide, his family said- ' 
Deleuze, whom fellfferi 
French philosopher Michel 
Foucault once called “the 
only philosophical irdnd ui 
France,” died Saturday 
after jumping out of tht 
window of his apartment si 
Paris. The 70-year-dd 
author of one of the few 
bestselling texts of philosor: 
phy. The Anti-Oedipus, ha£ . 
'suffered for years from a . 
serious respiratory illness. ' 

Chinese twins • 
bom at five-day ■ 
interval 


BEUING (AFP) — A ft* 
Chinese women, alarmed 
that her stomach remained . 1 

swollen after giving birth, . 

recently found herself hav- ?fU , *V 
ing a second child five days, 
after the first twin’s arrival*; Hy*. 
Xinhua reported. The rare ^ v 
incident occurred in 0c- r 
tober in Wending in 
China’s eastern province of ^pij^ 
Shandong after Hoang Yafl ' 

consulted the doctor about - ^*rs , 

her swollen abdomen, oflly of 

to be informed that she had ' Ut e 

another baby In her woinfry ? of 
the report said. Fearing that 
ihe placenta had deteriorat- 
ed and that the mother aW * 
child could be in danger. 
the doctor ^called for help vjt, ** 
and, after some effort” pte- '2% 
semed Huang with a sec- £ ^ n 
ondbaby. v Wf 
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